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EXHIBIT A 

 

The following timeline is intended to be read in conjunction with Consolidated Plaintiffs’ 

First Amended Complaint and is expressly incorporated therein by reference; this 

document provides a summarized account of the sequence of key events. 

 

January 1, 2019: Justin emails Colleen about It Ends With Us book.1 

 
April 11, 2019: When It Ends With Us author Colleen Hoover watched director Justin Baldoni’s 

Five Feet Apart in theaters, she told Baldoni, “You are the right person to make this movie” 

(referring to It Ends With Us). 

 

 
 

                                                       
1 Due to international travel, some images may appear to reflect dates and times that vary from the local time when 

messages were sent or received. In the interest of transparency, times and dates have been left unedited. 
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April 12, 2019: Hoover suggests Baldoni portray “Ryle” in the Film 

 
May 8, 2019: Justin options the book It Ends With Us from Colleen Hoover  

 

September 16, 2022: Baldoni connects with a representative from the nonprofit organization 

“NO MORE,” which raises awareness and acts to end domestic and sexual violence, with the 

intention of partnering on the Film. The representative followed up with an email to Baldoni 

shortly thereafter. 
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September 23, 2022: Wayfarer partners with Sony; their agreement includes, at Wayfarer and 

Baldoni’s insistence, a requirement that 1% of the Film’s proceeds be donated in support of 

survivors of domestic abuse. That 1% was ultimately earmarked for the organization “NO 

MORE.” 

 

December 31, 2022: Lively agrees to take the lead role of “Lily Bloom.” 

 

January 13, 2023: Baldoni and Wayfarer develop marketing ideas for the Film. They share 

these campaign ideas with Sony, including an idea for “Lily Bloom pop-up shops” nationwide, 

each of which would provide access to resources and safe houses for domestic violence victims. 

They also sought to partner with the non-profit “NO MORE,” which raises awareness and acts to 

end domestic and sexual violence. 
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January 22, 2023: Lively introduces Baldoni to her friend and celebrity trainer, who would later 

become Baldoni’s trainer as well. 

 

January 23, 2023: Baldoni and the trainer start collaborating, with the trainer delivering 

Baldoni’s workout program on February 26. 
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u waa gtoiit ~lwig ~th ovo,yone to dlseu$s lhe vision f« tho lhroo p,e.production ~I and WUAI c:ontonl 4l'ld 
c&mpalQn conoepll. l'Vo nllached an ove !'View ol tho topic. cov!Nod dunno O\r" call 

wo•ro oxc.ted to p311no, ano bn~ IEWU to current ond rww fan• In c,eative wayal 
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PRE-PREMIERE CAMPAIGN 
• NaUonwlde LUy Bloom Pop-Up Shop$ 

o Fun and sexy floral shop around the country. Justin (and if possible other cast) to 
show up impromptu for photos, book signings. Maybe even working in the shop. 

o Partner with a domestic abuse organlzabon (No More) and local shelters to 
facilitate access to resources and safe houses 

o Early fan screenings across country. Cast mes from screening to screenfng 
before premier. (Five Feel Apart Model) 
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February 9, 2023: Lively and Baldoni exchange texts. She jokes with Baldoni that she is 20 

pounds from her goal weight. Baldoni responds by disliking the message. Lively thanks Baldoni 

for his friendship and support. 

 

 
 

February 14, 2023: Baldoni begins writing and sending script revisions to Lively, all the while 

also building rapport with his co-star and lead actress. Lively responds, “[y]ou’re safe here[.]”, 

indicating he need not worry about his choice of words and could speak freely. 
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,Message 
Jan 23, 2023 at 1:17 AM Justin Baldoni 

Trainer Jan 23, 2023 at 12:57 PM 

Great to meet you Justin . Happy 
to discuss . Let's jump on a call at 
some point. 

llli1ialJwtt-- ~19-.29 :12 

Yourfrie ndship support helped mew that also so thank you. 

!llan.UW,,~--- ,OU.O,.Of,t1.t%2 

Not holding to anything professionally. Just thank you {or the 
friendship side in the meantime 

A11191e.donl4 , m"J.-Ol-09t1'94:l, 

For real , was womed about you- that"s so much to hold. l"m really 
happy for you. 

_""" ___ ,u-o2 ..... • t2• 

I really really do 

~........., ,_2023-0z..-0,ga:3HO 

Only 20 to g o ,:, (J 

.NRIIIIIIQQnl; !:>~OD-0J.(l{l\f2HO 

I bet you feel 1000 lbs lighter 

• f • • • I 

Mt'nD&loonl<I >201.J.Ol-Ot,_.»fl 

·a 
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February 17, 2023: Lively shares her concerns with Baldoni about having her body ready for 

the forthcoming sex scenes their characters would shoot, asking, “What’s the chance we can do 

body scenes at the end of the schedule?” Baldoni tries to reassure Lively that she doesn’t need to 

stress about her body and emphasizes his determination to work collaboratively with her to 

ensure her comfort.  
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Justin Baldon I< >2023-02-14 0131.21 

Perfect. 

Juslln Bnldoni <. > 2023-02-1401.3144 

Ah thanks, its left over from the book tour from months ago but nice 
to see people still care about it 9 

Blake lively 2023--02-14 01:32:27 

JusUn Baldonl < > 2023--02-14 01:32 29 

Been deep into writing, really fun with you in mind 

Blake Uvely < 023--02-14 01:34:02 

'-:; • • you're safe here 

.. ~ - M>-Gt• IIIIPN 
you tor~~ memo. tt 1:1 dfft)ty •PPfeOl ted. You ere 

ew,ythlog )QI proc,,k,ed to be n • coll.lborator . TNnlc you. 

I know m, JOb ....._And this p;.c.: Is In big pan my ,ob Mra We bo1h 
und-ersQnd tJw •s~t, As Ktors In tht roln. 8u1. also M 
pt'oduan. And • mabten. We undffsbnd artistkailJy, yH. but 
we get what WIii!! nHd to do an•• aJPKtS for thts fflOYie commef'Cial1y 
/utllllOlct! H.,,. both.,. .and wot\ to b.1 this mc:My~rwrs a cwrt•n 
....&ilc. ii's • p,vt oflhe)ob 0..t- bolll e,cc,todly nod ... /or. I 
don t Jt1y..,,,, from it bec;:ause e 's not p,obtem.1ric. k's the 
.UdgnmtnL Uk• wtMn someont Is about to lt.lrt an l thledc WfflL It', 
t~r JOI> to be ., top shaPI' My husb,,lnd .nd I both kx,lt .. Ceftff1 
,olti •• athlltbc: lt¥9nts And this II one or tMtn. ir, not •!Wm• pM1 
of the f2b lk,t on this orie It ls. Arid ttt. ( 1 prut. 

AJ much n l"d km tp OPS th1nlr; pbgyt I\ tbfl would bt i:tnwmbfsi 
• nd itho ? iblit becauM. ~n unruli:itk to not •ctnow&edp• Wl!Nt I 
nied to 

TM •s my jOO heN A.NJ I '°""' '"'I l'Mporu:C>lhOn Wl'lh ntrtme 

etNc. I lool< lor solu<lons to - my high pi. lnstHd 01 
lowonng m,gooll. W. ~ I win_,,_ .,. Oldl flrii,g It our l\lghnt 
apabilib@s. And )'OU Mid I both a, • . And •• cootinue to, I just nNd 
u rnua, time o, pc,uible becouH l)U>t had my cit, bob),. I 

t~ you'll MWt" ~Mlty lcl'IO# 111 the: nu..nces of the 
challenges UNeU you tNld thlJ, ph)'Mc•I moment in Uma rm fn Wllh 
thb n.»d ahetd,. so h.iiww,g you,-und~ndVlg • nd support 

to help me pull this offk aidcal And wry Yffi •pprt'ci1tfd. Not M! 
~ enow. but ak.o hNllns from expenences pessect. So 

We.,, QOf'N bl! it.Ard be m fit they Mve tol.o&. l.d to look &tu 
bangln" 

-· lllbe- ..... 
LOY9d "'thri \'OU fo, y0t1r vo.c.e memo rt•~ dttpP/ app,ec. _· 

Justin Baldon! <L _ , 2023--02-14 01:33.29 

Fun not right word •• •, exciting 9 

Juslln Baldonl < >2023-02-14 01:34 67 

... u..trf, _ ~»1,~ , , 
Kie.king ass. But Ifs still a ton of wort with not a ton of rime. What's 
the chance we can do body scones •• the end of the schtdulf7 

.,_._..,, anwir,rnuM 

I'm sure you 1,el 
Honestly, ther• ·s 1 b1ll10n moving p,lfts ta schedull' ri,ght nowt JUSt 
ttimfd 1n th! rfWnte and so tr\~ Me h.lrd •t woril: -·so much of It 

COt"\M down (0 loc•l)On!i and the Olhitr CHl 1v11l1billty etc. SO to be 
rt,1lty honest I hlvt no clue 

........ . ~.,,.,,... 
I W,1n1 you to know· you will look 1mat.1ng Anything you Ile ins,cu~ 
,bout we will U I\ throuoh and aet aeaw~ toaelhe, ind mike vou 
comfotUbte I ,ust don't w1nt vou to stress •bo1,1t vour bodv It's the 
lest thing you r,eC'd. As soon as I hive I r01Jgh S(he«Nlt that's everi 
remotely accurate U shire and II makl' surl' the team keeps this Ill 
1nmdaswell 

._U..,c - 20ll-02-•e.tst§J 

TMnk. YOU fot vour~~l'MfflQ. II ANOtl, ~DOredatN!. You IU! 
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February 26, 2023: Baldoni’s trainer provides him with a workout program. 

 

 
 

February 28, 2023: Baldoni and Reynolds exchange text messages expressing mutual respect. 
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Trainer Feb 26, 2023 at 4:02 PM 

1. The Program 
"If oh,~. 1.."fl 

Trainer 
\ r T 

Here you go! 

4 things. 

1)The jumps are to be low intensity 
and this is to improve 
performance. Go 50% intensity for 
the first few weeks. 

2) let's sub the dead stop rows for 
chest supported rows. 

3) stay out of lumbar extension 
your low back should not arch. 

4) week 1 should be 70-80% 
intensity. Do not push and add the 
the cardio like we discussed. 

Let's jump on a call after you 
review. 

Fob 26, 2023 al 5,34 PM Justin Baldon! 

Amazing can't wait to check it out! 
thank you!! 

Feb 26, 2023 at a·o2 PM 
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<• OJ ,~ss.: 

.,., <• 

+ 

<• • .... 
•woutaAyintSlffll. 

Some of lhe filiJM1nl cre.ri,e 
decilions "1\le' made.,. I\ f,ct 
81MTtwt~oo.fOl' ­
T1'1acli'QlsaStN1oltceola 
oreuy~ ... -QUI, 
olc,eotM!y ...... tnon~I 
rtlyonht<W01.Fa,­
~l"""1on,,.,1m,ror•• 
_,.,...,...,....,. ... ,t,o, 
Muit;d~ c:,..-1~ OV!pvl • 
_,..1w9 I cat_ In 80TH ol 
,.._,·m-odlor""'I<>-• 
IOgethlt . l'rt'I ~ec, fO- 8'.tkf IC 
Cl'ICl.0c,tnhetD'Hll'llt.Pl90'Y 
bfW'llt~"'~"dy~ .. 
.... Tllls,sgo,v,abtlNCR(l)o8tE. 

AndU,.,· )QJ""llld«•~ 
~f it~ IO Me l)trl01..icy 10 
~m,t...-nil)'1"el.lntedo~n 

NOlhng mNnl ,,..,,. llt 
twfti1tw,,1Cat\Ofotnda,y,ou. 
Wft•-""~""' 
fonify l09tlher , ft's N;IW '°"""" Uli 
#W-,OhOwso'-•lllwnen~ 
wtWt.....,.,,.,tup.E,.._1, 
was.tlh\.QtlhlilQfort.4M ltlM. 
,n.1 1tffctcopu"'wr$1#t$tt 
bulM-t>ool,.od1tUdicolo&t 
.Air. anD llfN'IQ WA 
w,1,.; ' "" ,....,,, ~ ,~-
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... so m 7:55< , II 50 CiD 1:55 .:. .. w m • C)) <• CD - ··-
()I <• • ... 

HecyJu$tn-

SO!l'y t0t1htd~~. rve bfft'I" a 
wii:ing cave, ard the firls are 
$iek.,, ag~ln. I'm 10kt ¢leV HA.VE 
anttM'tl.ir.e svsiem W ll'S inbeCa 
tKting. 

Wl\f l &i(Mr'lgr,c!genet00$ 
message. Thanl(~ . We"reboth 
looking f9"Ward to geeing to know 
)'Ollond)O..irf~bettff,WC'rc 
also big fans CM< heft. Sine& 
be6ort we l'l'ltt and ,no,e,-soafttr. 

Y01,1'\oe bten a wonderful 
cot,b<>nlor Vffl:'I tJtwio lh;;ftmo.tlf1; 
a 17eat deal- 11> boll'! of us.Being 
,11 Wind tc:> r,o,s;on ic ~tw,g. 
Anet you've l:lff'I jtu$t lhat s~ 
day one. Thank you. 

Sonyfo,tho~.,...,- ... 
Wlitlng t_,. , arw:l 1t. oli°k :w. 
sid<.. ~- rm 1old Ille-/ HA'-1, 
an immune system but it's In bm:.a 
UHting. 

YOU'YO hit !he jaelf,pOtwith 8 She 
l tc-rolly po,.-,c~ on cvcy film.:.t-.cl 
ewry ,.,_make: all tht time, Bu1. 
ant Uh l know - ard I soeak 
from a deepwe1sprin, of 
txpet'itnct hete:; Nw,Q hcra'l 
)'Oul COU1l l)el'l111(J u.escenES, $$ 8 

crmtive, isirwaluable.l'mowt.a.l 
.-..o.,kls~\Nt~ 

+ 

-·. lo-ling and --
'" oo CD 

••c,c,_,.,.,.,.,;v,yo ..,_I""~""' 
family ,oocther. It 's l'l()'W to win vs. 
iWld al!.o how to kil us when we 
can' t. We never $P1t up. Ever. :1 
was a huge tr>f us on this 
flm. t ttied to push our $'.art date 
t.Jt Mar"el ~edSIUCfiOS la$t 
.lJly, ood ; tirnlng was 
looked ,~ kol'I {,•l"lti~o lly 

.smasl)ng OUI rny third pass of the. 
SCflpl 10-a<lcte# $1nJCHnl 
ch.:lngts but mos:tly to _gtt our 
tu(Sget down and shot1ei lhe 
:ihool 1 .o I c.n fly b.xk w:1h 1h) 

O,ls 'M'lon.schOOI starts. 

We and epptctl&te l'lnl 'yGj 
alr,,ady,noved s~-uficarlly 10 
rRake ii WOCI<, witfl liet sct'leOult 
be~au,e of the f,lm sht'da~o,dy 
commt1od to. Wheh l~k:!ut, , 
she was able to gracelu(\, puri 
($he Ired bdOfo 001 dlcl'l'I shlro 
l"OWllaO). 

All thh to HY- 11dh.W6VW,Mnt 
poducer's ,~ce tattooed 1omy 
pe11ne11m if tlf;'./s.he/lhey can Og1.n 
wt hoW to,sian tv.o wee«s caller. 
Cbn,pku1ty ..,_,tand '1ow big of 
;wi an-that is. 9..il the part ... 01.1"" I~ 
meol the most nEfVVparts-ofthe 

+ 

OJ 

7:56 .&. 

•• ..-- ....... "'l,.,._,._.,v'fv .. 
a1teady fflOVed slg,-fkantly 10 
m.11/;e It v.o,t; wilh her $Chedu~ 
b«.iuseol 1he Ulm she'd akt;Mfy 
oornmiued lo, Whfch lhankh•v. 
Sht was al>M; iograceMly DUlt 
(she tried bel0!1' butddn'lstw'e 
howNfflJ . 

All this tosay. I'd haYO','OU( liM 
p,od\Jc'er's face l'&llPOOd lo my 
perineum~ ht/n/1),<y can IIQur• 
out h(Mt 10 b l!ll'I IWO wee~ w,r. .. 
c~e1<ty """"""r,l '-ble 01 
lifl6$k lh.11 is. Bui IIIOl)(lfin&ilm kS 
one of the most nervy pa,ts of tl'le 
hurr\an body to expose: 10 tra.ima . 
So-

Looking lonw!Ni to ~ng you. 
An:t lhar\lc you again for all you' re 
doing. 

I happen 10 adore you, Justin. 

'"' 

0, 

March 29, 2023: Lively shares with Baldoni that she has strep throat, and Baldoni offers to send 
her some "amazing gut health protocols that help after antibiotics ." Lively responds, "Please." 
As a result, Baldoni reaches out to his Board-Certified Integrative Holistic Health Coach and 
connects them. Lively shares that they connected, saying, "She's incredible." Lively later 
claimed in her CRD Complaint that this "health coach" was actually a weight-loss specialist and 
that this was all a rnse for Baldoni to subtly fat-shame her. 

8 
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April 1, 2023: Blake shows up for in-person “chemistry reads” with potential co-stars to play her 

love interest, Atlas. At the end of the day, Lively sends a message to Baldoni stating, “that was 

fun yesterday…. What a great assembly of people[.]”  

 

 
 

 

April 5, 2023: Baldoni hires an intimacy coordinator and texts Lively to coordinate a time for 

them to meet. Lively declines to meet with the intimacy coordinator ahead of filming.  
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_ fl...,.. ~_., ll tf 

So happy you re fNhng bette; Thlf're some amuiog gut 
pf'Otocob-tl\llt help afte< •nt1biot1cs I un se-nd you if yourc tnte re,t('d 
but im s:u,.r yoll h1Vt • ton of thil stuff 

.,_,.lJil,,IIJ',_ ~:!tlj"OAC 

Uttra~y just off with a dr naw about that. 

--­Thi\i5: my 
out ofwhac;k:. 

So my body is a~ 

_..,...~ ,,on.a.111 .. ,,. 

~\/ill Send 1:hortfy I 

...... --..._ ~I 
Wollld do )'OY Wint to do 7 PM Ot 8 PM> Arid I c.,, book ycu !0 
m1nutl!!i ar •n nour my 91ft either way 

_,_....... . l CU-6$SIJMI"' 

~k2d rl fof 7:30- rf th.11 wotil.s fat you ....-ith )Cu pemik.s10n II grv& 

hl!tyaur # ,lfld she will caU you lhen 

... ~·- ~111..-0,:.11 

Perfect thank you. Sorry b!ffl on rooms 

--~ - ~~,_fl~ 

Thank you s.o much h!II 

--~ - W,!HQ.qtn»"J,l 
Do you mind ?a$Sing a1ong her number? I want to be $Ure $he"s not 
waiitiog on~ 

_ ...... - • )Ql><»-JIJQ)M .. 

So,,y JUJt got oul - ihe ~1d she ltft you • VM 

lillieu..Jr ---- N,Q'),(l.).JOct\N-Q 

8c shf w1sri·l In my cont,ru It d;dn't ring Jvst wt:nt straight to vm. 
But w~ connKt:td. $ht'$ inc~1ble. ThM!k )'(>\I again so mllCh 

...... .._.., .. ;'m-CIJ.~~}'t':J 

Emphasu:@d "Be she wasn 't 1n my contxts it didn t nng jwl w .. : 

Wellness 
Of course ... oh no poor thing. She 
will want to take the trifecta of the 
three I recommend for 3 times as 
long as she was on the antibiotic. 
Do you want me to send them to 
you there? 

this is super importan t as it will 
mess with the baby's microbiome 
too ... we used to use a baby 
probiotic that was powder form 
that you wou ld mix with a tiny bit 
of expressed breast milk, make a 
"paste" w ith it and put it directly 
on the breast so that when the 
baby would breastfeed, they 
would take in that probiotic too. 
And I can send instructions for 
that also. 

ei.-.. uwy, 7023,-04.0,\Q,O() 58 

Hahaha- for the win. I can't wait to meet her. She's sparkly. 

And thank you and Jayme for such a kind voice note. ,.> that was fun 
yesterday-to try on Lily for a moment, but mainly just to get t.o 
spend a little time with the core group. What a great assembly of 
people. I see why you adore Jayme. He's got the goods in all the 
ways. And - is the producer I always wanted but have never met 
And - was so sweet and welcoming. It was lovely. Each of those 
men were so kind and giving their best I was rooting for each of 
them, And it was nice to feel what a safe, open, soulful and 
encouraging room you create for your actors. 

Excited to do it all for real soon! :) 

AaUna...tlCff, 2023 ()(.(}tlt 451• 

I oved "Hahaha forthe w,n. I can't wait to meet her- • 
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April 7-8, 2023: Baldoni shares the updated script with Lively. Lively excitedly texts Baldoni 

her thoughts on the pivotal Rooftop “meet-cute” scene, acknowledging its significance in the 

story. She asks if she can take a pass at the dialogue, hoping to infuse more of her voice into the 

character and make it more “flirty and yummy”. Baldoni welcomes her input, eager to see her 

take on the moment and make the character hers. He waits for her notes. 
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Blakellvely 2023-04 -05 20:55:01 

Liked "Just hired intimacy coordinator who I LOVE. Will s ... " 

Blake Lively 2023-04-05 20:56:19 

I feel good . I can meet her when we start :) thank you though! 
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April 9, 2023: Lively shares her notes on the rooftop scene with Baldoni and follows up with a 

text, eagerly awaiting his thoughts. Baldoni responds via voice note expressing his appreciation 

for her passion and edits. While he likes her changes, he envisions the final version landing 

somewhere between her take and the original. 

 

 
 

April 12, 2023: Baldoni meets with Lively at her apartment in New York. He is greeted by 

Lively’s husband, Ryan Reynolds, who enthusiastically praises Lively’s rewrites of the rooftop 

scene, which she had sent on April 8, 2023. Hours later, as the meeting is ending, a mega-

celebrity friend of Reynolds and Lively walks into the room and also begins praising Lively’s 

script. 

 

April 13, 2023: Lively shares that she is ill again for the third time in one month. Baldoni asks if 

she would like to speak to his health coach, whom he previously connected her with on March 

29, 2023. He also offers to take it “one step further” by connecting her with his medical intuitive. 

Lively later claimed that the health coach was “not what Mr. Baldoni had represented her to be” 

and alleged she was a “weight-loss specialist.” She further claimed in her CRD Complaint that 

this was yet another attempt by Mr. Baldoni to “shame her for her body and weight.”  
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,..,._ ........ l .. ,~.t,ll'I 

Now ,cnpt com,ng to you shortl;I W• v.orl:od on a lot of th• Uly •nd 
Rylt sMf to make rt moro pl•yful and sp,otldy (tt1•nk you for g,v,ng 

my new favonte word) - talk socn 

... ..,...,.~~ n0tM 

So •wcited 10 r,;,d Monday111 

_.,.I.M"V ~ l7\.0SU 

l011• • sparlcl• pilil 

...,.LM!fr ~ ~,a,~u 
I fiffl . So exdt~ to gtt to work on thfs movi!!.. I un't wait til Monday. 
Already <Hding :) ,rry kids ore goo,,. kill me. They've hod er,ough of 
me though tor Ctvist sake. 

The- meet•cote scenf. Js. io me~ t~ most rmportant sc.enl' in the 
mOll!e. Sets tho tone and needs to feel el<I~ speoal. You ok If I play 
around with some or the dialogue ,ogive her11i bit more agency and 
lun and send 10 you? It'll aflttl som• of your a,,.. too if I switch out 
some ofhm. But •n)'Wher• we can amp their Verbal ping 
pong/volley, I think we11 be cookln w g•s, nght? RHl that audience In 
and ma~• th•m r-.11 ~atoiy in love w these MO, then when th• 
oth..- 5hoe drops. OUCH. tho audienc• will be dovastattd. 

We can U:Se some1 all or none of it. 

I just don't ~nt to step on any toes • • • 

...-i-.... OJ->-OMJU1•• 

Fuck yes 

,.,.......... 1'02J-0&.477>Jt-Ot 

t couldn t &grtt mor~ 1rs what I tntd to do in last p.ss iind some of 
what I was hop.ng we could do together - I can only wnte a.nd play 
wrlh what t feel is your tone w much F1nt «ene rs most ,mportar.t m 
film It's why I'm okay with ~n pogts· w• rarely get 10 see thlt ,n 

films •"}'more Go pl•y •nd tMn we unsee how 1t feels togrt~r 

Blake Lively 

Happy Easter ·..: 

films anymore Go plA-y .and tl'len we can see how 1l te~s together 

l!N~ :zotl-{lr,l,,Q12':UJlf 

You're the absolute best Thank you • • • . And what you did 
Inspired me. I love. whal we're gonn.a do. 

,...., ... ~" ~1n.¥1 J 

Emphasized -You're ,m, ebullute l>e,;t Think you I . And w~- " 

~LMI,~ - ~1'1~& 

I can send you my pass al the roof or Jusl ,ead w you whtn we-get 
together next weelc. Lemme l(now wha,t you prefe-r. :) if you knew me 
(In ~rsotl) longer you'd hawi a sense of how flirty and yummy the. 
baD busting woukt play. It's my love '9nguoJge, spq and playfully 
bold, never with teeth. And him serving it bade to her i:sjust as 
important. You don't usufl"' s.ee both the man ANO the woow, with 
such ~"'Y and humor. Anyw'c1Y1 I ain a<t it out for yoU next weelc: to 
make sure it cOn'M!s throogh. Or I can $end now. Lemme know what 
you prefer. Xx 

_.,...,_.I ~•• 41t0 

~ny-wasJun aying my eyo out M kids 11nd fam!Jy Jun IC"ft for 
anolher S Wt'r<tl ind rt wa~ a 1h1t show 

A59'....., JOlJ.04-GI • • ,,, 

Yes ~ndl 1t so to the film iJnd ~n't Wilt to pliy 1nd find 
1l I agree so much- lily needs to b" stron9 and witty .lnd playful amf 
bold- lhlt', why I w,nud you It's al~ one reason why I w;1nfed to 
age her up tf a woman like )'OU could fall into tti.at rctahonsh1p then 
.anyone could And the mor" Wt' lov" THEM the-more de1tastat1ng act 
th,ee G. ... ..,,.,,~ ..... ,,. 

That photo Is d@vastattng 

IIIIIIU~-- ~lf;U&,$ 

So sorry to you all. But the Jove is gargantuan and apparent 

---~---- l0ZJ,,M,0819:,1U7 

• • • • thank you for 5ay;ng all that. And al50 couldn't agree m0<e 

re act 3. That', the mi55ion 

Allltl'l~ t 20.U-44,0111!n9 

L.ov~d • I thank yau fa, uya"9 all that And 1110 cou... • 

2023-04-09 20:45:52 

What 'd you think of the pages? 
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April 13, 2023: Baldoni asks Lively to send him the FDX file of the rooftop scene she worked 

on. Lively emails him the file. 

 
 

April 14, 2023: Baldoni and Lively text about script changes and enhancing dialogue for the role 

of Lily Bloom’s mother, Jenny Bloom. Baldoni conveys he is happy for Lively to share her notes 

but ultimately wants to run any changes by the scriptwriter, out of respect. Lively agrees. In the 

wake of the meeting two days earlier in the presence of Reynolds and their mega-celebrity friend 

– who Lively describes as her “dragons” in a lengthy text to follow. Baldoni feels obliged to text 

Lively, saying that he liked her pages and hadn’t needed Reynolds and her mega-celebrity friend 

to pressure him. Baldoni acknowledges Lively’s text about her “dragons”, and apologizes for not 

responding right away. However, he promises to send her a more thoughtful voice note later that 

evening when he gets home from his plans.  
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--­So-ry . lkenatdRallam.l~strep~-,d•s;irus1r1~ 
_.. lhwtn1had~inOW'l'adec.adtM!dnow3•.,onemonlh 

--· .......... ., .. 
Do,ou-l'lttDtalkto 

---You think Iha could help w lho7 Would lolfe 110. It's~• my ... -~- ~·"­
IWHhoprlgllWIISCOVldlhittlmt -- ..,.._ __ _ 

Thla•..+lal ii for IMOhlve10ffltCWlaone1Uplutthw . W1a 

medcal' ltlti.llbve She• nc:inin-, bOOQCI u, fot ,nonl'd and monu. 
lu.11sht-s1dN,fr>er1ddff'IIN'V\dQn1H"'4'\tts90'f'VCWl"')'O,,lf 
bocfi/by~Wk .. gto)GI DcK1otcall •~~Qlntfivur-GUI 
p1t•f"ltl. 'JIIQ to wor1d ti<. Shes ..-Cttdlblt N 1iOo 
M10-,ofo1ptMN•lNrro1tgl'OUlll»d~lnd•afll 
CAtllP'O"WM I un g .. lO ._ IOcUy but hsppy-. try 

---fO woo M>O kw me rm open lo I\ all hr-19 enough on your 
pill.I' though You att IO gM«OUS. llut I donl Wlinl 10 add to It. 

-----• I __ II .... 

U'YUtfDftlthingll\llbnnglNWJOj lgol)'Ol,I Sosorryyot/lrllrt. 
G,-,.ffltlbHt 

---• I b,ow tht IHtiirig. I'm my fritnds go to p«IONI toncMtgt for all ..... 
-i.,., - ~qn,~ 

Somellfflt"I ttwy hh II or not 8 

ROOFTOP -FOX [xlemat 

One attachment • Scanned by Gmall 0 

8 ROOFTOPt.fd~ ,, 

Mat .... C 

Hoy · JUSI talked IO . Sh< C111 h,ip bv1 no,di you IO O OUI -
forms~ sht Bl'! l1191ly l:llli: 10 you ftL. 0o )'OU \bl hi'w lhtmf 

.... """"•- .,.._an.a» 
Vosdfindlhtmnl"9n_., 

._u..i, ~ onv• 
, .,,,....,you ,bo __________ ,,,... 

... Ulillfif_ an.o.a:t-eM 

Sony kx Iha dolty, r... botn ri bod Tho !lood now, IS rm gonN 
I\Qur> IM OU1 btfort,.. ,hool I 11....,lool"ed into gttt,,1g "'f 
1ons,k out lfh htlptd tfflUlt lhos -~ hll'9fn 1111"' 

.. u., _ .,.__.. .. ., .. 

I 611tdlhtmout~wo·,.1n""""- Thlnlcyou,g,in. --· ,.... ... ... 
SN-s r6'1yspeci,lj and thlnksoulSKte the bo<. Wt tNsl ha Mtho.,r 

SM IN)' gitw't )'Du inbmltJOO that's 0pt)OlU to yot.1t doct04'. 

but fJSI lMt you, lntucbon. 

© -'Pr 13, 2023, 3-38 PM * 
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April 14, 2023: Baldoni followed up with a voice note (as promised) responding to her text 

about her “dragons”, and expressed his sincere apologies for not being more sensitive to her 
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---11aolr. a ~at H nny Klfflti.. 11~ d 1ffer.n t wtwn )'CXI W!lh 
in mtnd •i; tt• d,at.ctet' I SN wtty • h5glwr ulibe, o f ~ 

tv1"1 WOfldng OU\. 
II dour!'t fffll tw.s • KN. II sh•'1 9°"'9 ta w,. .10 but 
<M'!:.tl ' on the fo¥1H.4. Or ,tpp9lff~ w,, h.llW lO • t M19 
wh•t" Vl'ldcote• th ..,... M INI co 1ft ~• tNt ~-- f°fOffi. 

Or, d Yft don'I hwe tN f\HWQ)' , W. need ID 9M! her' mo,• li1mt ad 
~In -...., w. do u,e of ~ .-t. 4 .&o thonk we'r. rnh,Mno .n 
opponu,1hy to $M of Uly 1n Nr mot• virot wrs.. It woufd 
tw,lp fTMk• ttM c;ha,acters pop t..i 

we un u.~ • II d\11 drama with 1rony. e tffft'ff<fft t 
c:Nrxt • rs.nct~~U.CNrm0Ytell'fiULl(t9 

, think ,rs • qwd, .,.u that donin' t ..ad ~ c:QUf\t. I'm NpPY to Qtok• 
• "'" at ,t If yc,u me th• ICripl rox. ! un ,..'° pl,ly .,,....th 
•n,Vwl"IV eke 1tlat ne,.cb • lattM magic to h.lp falt traCk tome of the 
~NllonS In r•tw- atf. 

--¥""'o - ..,,._,. .. 
lif~WMflleU.!ditl'IIIIIOfk...._,_IU"l'Nl-n,otNt\U.ANl~ol 
ua..no,fl'N .. l--6 10 - W.•1••0fttt...,_..._ .. .. --___,.._ . ..... ....... 

Gr.t• ... ~-coo.,. , • ...., • • 111fW1, 
,o,tlld•,.....,..._"-f) • to&."4<•""•~""""" • ..._.~ 
""'~\N'd~ ...,-... tw.-. lM tN1-, _,.___,...,_,.,,,4 
4- ,-., ._-,. •• • wtM11 .._~ tr., .... d -.,,,~e,d ftdy, • l;ofut 
i.. .. , .. IOQfll._ 

---11W4',w,ry~td NwJ~ • loc.l'm~~l'lll!d~~ 
..,._,c.,,...Nl ·e~q,fl"'-M~ftlOftN\bOql{., W.,.._ 
M.i(hM1~"4f'O(ontj~,,_.,.,,,...'°""tl'w~ 
btJt~ • ,......,~ ~b,o,.,.,. . .... .,.~~ 
..t-.O~llm 

,...~ .... l,.~-~u..tO,O,...d#J-,..,.._~~ 
VOtl",.ncit ·~ -.i M"'--Gaw'IJTo U 1hni\oonop.SNN-
i.;,..11.rf'la- ~~~~..,llfli~ ... 
O\M ..... ~etl'l, Jl ffllde"M~OfV-.O"OCtil-M•.,._. 

,.._.. btl;M, I "1,11,t w, V. ..,.JDW ..... 9'11'1 tnt And I ftop.- ".a 
'fOU~th.ee ..... oot-~',fyOM .... i'!l il 

......... _,,... .. ....,.. 1Nll-'rit al; --- """.,.,..,-.oaf"",,.,~ 
peoplil,IUIO'fll ~..-0"4¥1'-tfllot\bw't•lor-~ lo 
~.M~t)lpf,~~"K•9"~....ie- ..... 
.....,, a.owsc- DOll'lcer.100 __... ..... .-u&, Md ao .,._ HI on With NO MOM. OUf' d QfflM\K ~ nee pattnw Ol'I "'"" • 

'"_ ""°"'Y _ -- .......... " llwwl'IO_,.,.._~b)'Olollltwll'I M-•d.rM,cw ~llf'IMtllr M 
•~ Al • ,i,,nw, 41,0.,Wll'\.l..wiott,W ... !IM'"mo.w.,... W.. 
-• ~Ndl_.O!it'oO-~l~~IHI.. 

' lhin-~ '°'"' r~ «-••ctt,, "QI\\. So~ Mid H aPP)' fOf' YOII u, take. pAU 
to,.,., ~I you Oki or, ,oottop. bvl out of w•nt 10 n,,, 
n bM:lr rnv <hrtMV onc11 4orW end 9.-t M# on 1V,u,th ar nw-• \il. to 
""" ....... ,.he • V(l,IIC,, 1enw111...___ lj\ll t a ,-•ed """f nft'.1,..,.. Tlftg , nd 
h ....-. • hca,a 0o y,ocJ .. m 10 hep Orn bJ,,om/ • nod 'ilil'e C'•n/ilf'f'4) •MO 
lin.al d ,_f1 toy Rf"'-.,- •f\'\:J c;ciU.b ,n ,-1 t.nel' 

_'-"-I ..,,.... ...... ......... 

- eut• - n..lifd htf" doOy I So f\ir\. 

_.,,~. ~ ~ .. JtU.U 

SonylmkMdyoi.,,1.d\ N II .... 

-- ~1"W.U 
SO I thln!k lhey wanted you M\d rM to see how lhey l~t about lM 
w,o,t MtlUH: lMy'vt bffn by ffiy !Jd~ 16r fat t60 Mlf\f iflf~ lf-MB 
whc,~ I've~ QVl:!tlook~ I spoke to you .abovt this wtuin we flm 
l'M' l ~ 'v• wait<Nld mt h•nd writ• sdipu be thif d irf!C10t it too 
.,,~w to H od t~ FOX flM yet ~ scans. &nd h.u: M>IT'IIIO,... h•nd ty~ 
• fl 120 p,oge-1 of my pencil reworltu They"vo-w-atdied mo be hired -as • 
writer aM pakt • Signi ficant fee for i t but or, lM condidon that I l'H!!W': , 

a.51:. lor cred,t, which , could g!Ve a shit about, i t',s MOf'f! the 1)11ndpje 
of the <tynamks al play, "The)"ve. watched the othtl , slde of it too 
whf!l"f! r m told .s.igl'llng on that l' n, wanted uuc,, 
but Ot'l(:e we ge1 to wcrk,. rm ti!'ally ju« war'lt~ as a j,H n'Wln· 
audi~ •r,d a c tor. 

Both - •nd I haw: e,st;ablishod thems,f!f,,c-J ~s 11bmlu1e til.a.ns as 
writers and storytel l ers outside of th~r prim,11ry g ig • just si"nging or 
Just .Kting or - Ju st d,r..cti ng, l"ITI so lucky to h3va th~m as 
ge;,tlve b•rom.t. ~ 8ut 1111.so to h~ thqm .s the pc,o,pfe who J>«>P 

up •00 rniok<t sur• l'm M on foe • II I t;.,1,n, -.nd do, off~. h ~U$e 
they know fi~h.a.nd • II I conlfib\lt. •- Thoy •ho k,iow I'm ,not w,!w.y.s ,n 
g:ood at making sure r m seen and u-tlllz-ed for feu of u,, eaten'ng 
egos. or fe-ar of affec1lng the HMt of the prOC41ss. don' t _give a 
shit • bo\tt tNt. And beuun or thaot ~,yone list,rn.s to them with 
lmm-en.se fKp«l .nd f!t'lthu sh!lsm. SO I gue.u I hlWt" 10 :nop wo, rying 
about likiog M& -

If you ever g et around to wau:hin.g G.:.me of Thro~ y(MJ'll •pp~t • 
that I'm t::h•Jcoct.i, bf"ld like her, I h;1ppen tO h.tve • f~ dragons . For 
better or wl)r"Sr, but usu.&lly for bi!!ttet . ~uie my d rago~ • •~ 
prcxec.t ~hoff t f~ ht for. So r eotlywe ~11 b4:/"l<efit from thos9 go,geou.s 
mons\el"$> of min._ yov wllJ 100. I ~ n promiff you. --· ~..,. .. " .... ,:,, 

H1I Wow wow WU'\11; Th•nk Y01.I tor wnbnp lh(S...M I hi..- 10 n,..ach to Uy1 
r m ,so sor,y fo, the sto.., rfl~ - J o , ve o t&l k tonlgt11 to • bunct'I or 
Bahm youth In lhe oty •nd your fflC\5,;19c.-QlrTW throu,gh wl"lltc- t -\ 
the.-= h~t.'nC • ,r,.e,cond to n:,:;pand Gotng to -d you -11 \IOl<e 
note- when I gat out of l lw Uber _ hclpci tJ-,1~ do..-sn't -ke- you 

-·- __ ., ..... J 

Some mormr19 thougha In odd,t1on ta my 2 AM $1!TT1i coherent 
rambll!' 

Onr:o af the 1h,n9:; 1hillt's bNln lhr h.ardrn1 •bout dlb .d.opi.t ion and 
all 1hr rc-writ"l'$ is p l.aying •galnst 1hr ~ource rn.au:fi.111 l \;ore wntum 
the rooftop ~nmc.-ui n,.any ti- •nd Nl!i"l though 1'111! dl-,,gi,d the 
rnovir cans-der.,bty V, many a,-~ l\,e l.'.ept ,t vecy cloH to thl:' baok in 

olh"l'S Thi- roott op Is-on• of\hos • ,ccnn. . . wt,lch ,s why, ... , lali"! 
~r\fy p•cc wu elotC"lf fun.,~ ,t !I.tart~ too~n up lh-:-mCJY'icfor,.,,. 
In ~m• put I kept it b~u~ I r{lfncmber hDW fun it-H t(I u•.ri,d thl! 

very fl~t 1,m~. 1 ohoJo::1'10wWNltU mt!'a~ to I.ha t.i;~ . But -·r~ not 
maloc1rl9 a movl• tust for t.hl' f•ns which 11 0"!! of the r.-uon, w'1y I !•k" 
......,., )OU d•d SO m11<h. With my flr"St two 11!,m tr.ed 10 m..kc 1tu:tm 
~lf·.iwarc as oltc-n lt:S I could, knowing the Q-rrtrl' they -re tn • .and 
""l\.lt 1 w~s up • gfl 1mr and •dthng u,e- l~htrueH and l ltUe- tilt or 
cofflo."!<fy lo ,.,11..,... tl",e pjnsu,e.. lt'stM>c~ly -1 I leul\d u-,at 
me•ningfu.J a nd ,11 time-\ "'"""Y can •ct....,11y be dtgffil:d . 
Th.an why mv doc s<-ri-e-s 11bout young, p~plc.- ~r,.g did UI vwetl, )'DU 
earn the< t•ugtis. .;,nd then you e<lm tht- te..,n. 

JNl.-cl....,, ... 
IOflnl•lh~~ttoudl.Afld'°'"ttvi--~-11 
gototnt TMt,«.ptouliQNMy.Nt~._be-MoneofMf 
- ••91"1.-...a-t ~w.,g.,.b. 

~""""~ • ,,.. , iCr"'f'ddfOo\tt\4~111,ll9oodto~ .,_,..,... 
""'1•.IUd.,_...,.yu.1,~~,utv • l'l.,.Theythled-ad Wl w,-
""""'ft~ 1tddrhffl'IM)'N .... t'led•bwl!,cf\..-id~~ •t 
pn)bibty • ....,~~~-o ... ~~-.--Q\ 

WNO! J dodn tfNI 9'dl ti,,-._O, .,...._ l6 ..,..,,. !'ff/ plri.\o, 
bot,,,.i...ci~1'fltfty.pK!l<l~11inn 0,......_.)l\l.n.C)'lll,I 
CIIOft1~1Qt lM'MOK-~....,.f~,.-o 

Sol_~ INl)l_!H~ . ,_,_.,,.~'!"'~W'lrtflti""""""U. 

um O'le l.nughs .11nd then you um li'li, t.-o~ 
Whllt yO\J he4pe-d do hffe Is. pu$h It evc-n more In th.at d rtec-1,on which 

I wa,; mts,smg In ~rts. The way you kept the- structu re of the seen,:: 
\<o-hllc stil l kl""p1n9 lhe lmponant l'Otnlnllc belltS WilS (j!!aJly lmprc'!o~Ne 
and utua lly adds to th!! sexinl!SS and tenS4on VS tak~ from rt I 
do tNnli:: us ruMinst 1t rogether . 1~ g01ng to teach us. a lot If we h.ad 

shot the: the ,:arty drafts. 11 could Mve been like eating too mud, nch 
choco latr cak.• 
I hke the me$s1ness. c1nd I like he!r h.:i"'ng ,eat agency •nd being • 

w1ll,ng part1opu,t VS him Just hc1pprn,ng to 1-u!r a.f"\d cnll,ng out lhl!' 
tNngs 4b!tt.rt him thae! audience 1s al~ady th1nldn9 They a,~ sman:C!, 
lh.ari the studO!i ewr wa"l 10 gwl! them crectit for 
Anyw•ys • Jur;-t wo1ntcd 10 share Ulll lfyou ·,.. fu~,ng bcttvr, Im 
,1round thrs WN!!kend to chill in n!• l tJm£! 

Will send you FOX fina l laH!r as well 

!WA~ ~ ~ -112115.58 

Than~ so much for the thoughtful messages. They're very 
-appreciated. 

looking forward to catching up in persor\.. 

An<f I too proml se 1"'11 fre,tc YQU out. spook you. up,et you. .ond be ao 
actual beasl But. I can J)(omlse It will always be In servlce of thl.s 
movie and cur shared goal. 

But wil l also a1wa;'$ ,polog lze. I app<edate ~ng •b'e to 
communKate openty always. 
Xx 

_.,____, NIU-.,,,_.,_., 

Lowd ihanks so much tor thl! t.hou,g hdul mes.sages They'r •• • 

............ , 2Ct,tS-6,l 1S2"t<IQ.JJ1 

~c,iP you ;01 Since thl'S i s. our Wmtc drah 111'Y)'th,ng slbn1:d will 
cOml! out In colored 1»9£15 Since I m gc-tt,ng p,e.s.~ure to to go to .o 
·-- ~ Monday AM mwybc- let' s start th1Ml7 Alsc, 1fyou un !~.avr 
1r11<klng on th l t would he hetpfult 
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feelings when responding to her notes on the rooftop scene. He acknowledged how lucky she is 

to have her husband and friends as her supporters. He also empathizes with Lively’s frustrations 

in having faced situations in her career where she was overlooked or not made to feel like an 

equal collaborator and hoped that their collaboration on this Film would set a new standard for 

how she should be treated. Ultimately, Baldoni tried to convey that her thoughts are always 

welcome and that he is excited to be working with someone of Lively’s caliber and all the value 

she brings to this Film. He spends a considerable amount of time encouraging her and assuring 

her that she is valued. 

 

April 15, 2023: The next morning, Baldoni, ready to continue work, followed up his voice note 

with a text message to share additional thoughts on the script. Lively responded, thanking him 

for the thoughtful messages and promising to always do things in service of their “shared goals”. 

 

 
 

 

April 20, 2023: Brandon Sklenar casting announcement. 
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-·­Som• momitl,g thOIJ9hts .ii ldd/UOn lD my 2 AM w-n'II coherent 
r~b1e 

One of the thing, Hur~ bttn the ha,0-lt •bout this 11d,ptauon aM 
11! 1 N! 1ewrt1e, ii plBY1"9 •94•n1t lht sou,u m•ren•L ,._ r.t wnttM, 

lh1 ,ooltop seen• 10 m111y hmn 1nd lhougtl rv. c:h.ing•d tti. 
ffiOYlc c:on!:.idmb~ In many 1re11 I've k~t ii vety do~ to the bool: 1n 
o!hen. The rooftop 6 o,v, ol tho!W!- lC.MIH _ _ \lllhith ii ~ that 1111 
1,pertdy wa\ • lol o! fun H It st.arteod to open up lt'tri movit 10,t 
. ,,, so1-n1 p,n I lr:ept 11 bt'Uw.e I rpml!ff\ber haw f1.1" 1t wu to read th!' 
vtry liru timf, I .1'1otnowwhlt it r'lll'll\1 to IN f1n.1. 81Jt¥oi!'ru r.)I 
m11i"9 • mow- JU11 to, the fans wtw:h Is one of the tIUOru '111\y I ,~ 
wntt you d,d 10 much. W,th rny f•rst two Bm.l t~ 10 make- them 
Uff--..te H c,~n. t co,,,1"' knowil'l!J lh1 9•N1! thwy-.-. If\ 1nd 
wh1, I WU up .ga,nst afld 16a,ng lh!!' lighlMU 411'1d little bi; ot 
coml!dy fQ l'tiil'W! the prnsure , It', the onty we,; I f~nd t~t 
n'IUl\l'ngfl.ll Ind at bl'l'\C'S huvy m,tc, ie l e,er, ~u•llv be cf,90,-t('d. 
nu.rs w!,y my doc s1m~ a-bcM. young PNl?I• 0y1ng did so wel~ ~ u 
11:im titP l,11.1~ and then )'OU Hm tht IN~ , 
Whilt you hl!fpcd do ht1e Is push lt ~n tnoll! VI th.IT dPIKllOtt wt'lld'I 
I WU miutng in parts. Thi!' way )'DU ke?t \N.' struc;tu~ of the W:i!'n.r 

v.J,il• snll bapng thl! lmpc){Ulltl IQmlt'IUC be.ts WH rully rmprngy• 
Md ICIUll!t)i ldck to IM' $.n'lnt"U .. nd lll!'l'ISlon VS 1.1.kH ~Wl'j from It. I 
do think IJS Nnnii,g it t09i~lhl-r. u ljJOlng to tNCh u, • kn ff Wt' had 

"h°' the th• l'•r1y drafu !I covld NW bffll .. q «tln,g lOO much n(h 
chocDU!e cake 
I l1ka ttw mes,gnass, •nd I like he, re.ii ag@ncy and bll!'V\Q a 
w,11,ng p¥tiop•nt VS t'Um ju1t hep~ to h11r and u~no out lhe 
thlAQ, •bov1 t-urn lhl!' lud<MCl' II •lrudy l~ldng_ Thl.'V • te- ~IT\lttl'r 

than tha 1btd1os ~r w1nt log,.-. lham a.cllt tor 
An'f"•Y' • juU wantNI to stwlre th,u tr ;cu ff! fe-ellng bener, r m 
around 1h11 w~~nd to ch.t 1n ,u1 tlffil' 

WtA !oerw:l you FOX final lli..11 wdl 

~•11..a 
Thanlcs so much lo, the thoughtful miHugn. They'rf! wry 
•wrtoattd. 

L.ooki"ng ~rd to catdling up fn p,9non . 

And I too promise 111 rr~ak you ovt. ,spook you, upset you. and be an 
tct\UI be.st. MI Qt\ p,omr~ it wil alwJ)'S btl in st-MCe of 1hk 
movie ,1nd oor U\aled go•I. 

But wlll 1lso always 1pologtz:e. I appeda1e bc!lng able to 
COIM'l\lniuU! . openly al¥Ry5. 
Xx 

-- --.. -· Laved 'Th.tnb 10 mvch fo, tht lhoughtf\j ffle'.!ls.agn. Thtyr _. 
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April 20, 2023: Concerns about Lively’s undue influence over the Film began to grow even 

before filming started. 

 

 

 
 

 

April 21, 2023: Baldoni meets with the intimacy coordinator to discuss how to shoot the sex 

scenes. It was important to him that the intimacy coordinator be a woman to help craft sex scenes 

that would speak to the book’s mostly female audience—i.e., be written from the “female gaze.” 

His notes from this meeting are pictured below and were later shared with Lively during one of 

their script-writing meetings at her New York apartment. These notes would later become the 

basis for Lively’s Complaint, in which she states that Baldoni would talk about his own sex life 

and insert gratuitous scenes with Lively’s character orgasming. As seen in the notes, these 

mentions come directly from the intimacy coordinator’s notes— “goes down on her,” “orgasm,” 

“foreplay,” “The clit test.” Ideally, these conversations would have taken place directly between 

Lively and the intimacy coordinator directly, as Baldoni had requested; however, Lively declined 

to meet with her, leaving Baldoni in the less than ideal position of having to relay these notes to 

Lively in her penthouse.  
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l•rod11a!>r 

BtandooSI..INtarjniM Rl.akrlin-1\'in5on,•S11 Ends \\"llh 
th.' Ada1,1alioo • • 
!lk1"Ulltldd....,'"""""'~IM....-~IIIU..fh...,,....,C..... ·~-~--
._._~_ ....... _.....,....,U., ..... ,.....,IMllml ••• 

.._._.,~~kC. ............ """"-"' 
,...,.......,.,._...,...lbli,11i,J-,,1111,..__. .... .,.olllilif~l'.­
....... uh ........... Ml.'"'1ritu•-U--J~--.~•1Ma.£t 

"""""" ,-w-.,.,,.. ............ -lq--•~---•-......,. 
"'--JW.,,e....-$11~~--~~ll(:>-.$1f>'P.S--....t 
......... c..w ... .a.---'--~ 

t--4• c.lMOI W1. tw tllY-6 oPlnlOrl 1 on eV9r1thln9 

l'1odurrr 

0, shH PIQ 10 be OX111ff:bnQ this film 

)'fl 

rrn,chtC'n 

Pl'OOlK't-r 

NO l1fl10t. 

.lflmt") 11 .... , .. 

vm we ¥wOJe tt!liW\Q abal.rl that • lot ~•• 4:Uv 

Yoo. 
lt'l tlartlng: to g-el~ 
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April 22, 2023: In preparation for a lift sequence in which Baldoni’s character “Ryle” would lift 

Lively’s character “Lily”, Baldoni reached out to his personal trainer (a close friend of Lively’s) 

to ask what Lively weighed so that he could train his back muscles for the scene. This was 

important to avoid injury—not only to Baldoni, who has suffered from lifelong back injuries 

(multiple bulging disks and chronic pain)—but also to Lively, if the lift could not be completed 

successfully and safely. (script pages of the lift scene are included below). Lively, would later 

claim in her complaint that this scene did not exist, however as evidenced by the script pages and 

also a video in which Baldoni is rehearsing the scene with a body double the scene was very 

real.  

 
 

April 25, 2023: Baldoni was summoned by Lively to her penthouse and greeted by Reynolds, 

who swore at Baldoni and accused him of fat-shaming his wife (“How dare you fucking ask 

about my wife’s weight? What’s wrong with you?”). The tone from Reynolds and Lively was so 

aggressive that Baldoni felt he had no choice but to offer repeated (and completely unwarranted) 
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S1 

RY.LS 
Puck the band, L.lly ... I don't C'.are: a.bout 
my hand. 1'.t'e· YOO okay? 

He loo.ko ba.ak a.o.d fort:h between be.r eyeo, a.saeuoi~ the 
,:1.1t. on hu- tai:c. 

Lll.V 
t don't; ~ci'of • . . t t:.hial{ .•. 

R'/t.& 
I'm so aor-ry . .. Pleane. forg1ve me. 

Re pr-11::a.e,eis hia 1n0ut:.h 'to t.ily~fJ and bteathes- her i n . t.Uy 
i.e eo- -upset , she otarts to 1-.i.s.s h:lm back, in nel!!'d of 
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apologies for what was a good-faith and reasonable question to his trainer (not Lively). Reynolds 

demanded that Baldoni remove the lift scene entirely. 

 

In Lively’s Complaint, she falsely states that “the scene wasn’t even in the Film,” suggesting it 

never existed. Contrary to her attempt to manipulate verifiable facts, the only reason the scene 

was not in the Film is that Lively and Reynolds demanded it be removed, despite the fact that it 

had already been rehearsed with a stunt-double. Accommodating Lively, Baldoni re-wrote the 

scene with her despite the fact that, for creative reasons, he felt the scene was necessary. 

Baldoni was stunned by Lively’s accusation because, when Lively had earlier expressed concern 

about her postpartum figure on February 17, 2023, and February 24, 2023, Baldoni genuinely 

reassured her that she “did not need to worry about her body.” In fact, it was Lively who insisted 

that she be fit for the role, despite Baldoni’s assurances. In this meeting where Baldoni was 

aggressively confronted by Reynolds and Lively, Lively told Baldoni that if he could not get on 

board with how she works, “he still had 2 weeks to recast her.” 

As Lively well knew at the time, it would be impossible to recast her without incurring millions 

in expenses for a Film that was already half-shot. In addition to financial reprocussions, it would 

cause the studio, and Baldoni, severe reputational damage, including their relationship with 

Sony, the Film’s distributor, and financiers. Thus began a pattern of demands by Lively and 

acquiescence by Baldoni. He opted to get on board for lack of a viable alternative. 

April 25, 2023: The Line Producer on the Film shares concerns about the ballooning wardrobe 

budget resulting from Lively’s takeover, stating that it was “way more than [she] had ever seen 

wardrobe go over budget with the initial spend.” As mentioned in the Complaint, “the wardrobe 

budget ballooned”. 

 

 
April 27, 2023: Baldoni feels homesick; his family is back in California, and it has been weeks 

since he has seen his kids. Lively offers to have Baldoni fly with her to Los Angeles and back for 
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the weekend so that the two of them can continue working on the script—six hours there and six 

hours back. By all accounts, Lively feels at ease with Baldoni and is not only willing but invites 

Baldoni to share an airplane cabin with her and her children.  

 
 

April 28, 2023: Baldoni flies to Los Angeles from New York with Lively and her family. For 

the duration of the flight, Baldoni and Lively work on the script. On April 30, 2023, they return 

together to New York. 

 

May 1, 2023: Lively begins altering the script daily. The frequency of Lively’s revisions and 

input alarms the producers, who anticipate that her interference would persist “every day of the 

shoot” and disrupt the carefully planned production schedule. 

 

 
 

May 2, 2023: The Writers Guild of America (“WGA”) went on strike. 
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May 3, 2023: Lively and Baldoni text almost daily and were comfortable making silly jokes.  

 

 
May 5, 2023: Wayfarer holds a “Respect in the Workplace” meeting via Zoom with the 

production team to review appropriate on-set behavior and other HR-related matters before 

principal photography begins. This is a standard part of pre-production and employee training. 
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May 5, 2023: Baldoni emails the intimacy coordinator his notes on “sex scenes” after discussing 

Lively’s comfort level with her. Justin emphasizes that “the way these are shot and what is 

shown will be a ‘Collaboration between [Baldoni] and Blake.’” 

 

Due to illness in Lively’s family, the Vegas shoot scheduled for May 8, 2023, was canceled. 

Additionally, because of production delays and strikes, none of the outlined sex scenes were 

Filmed during the May-June 2023 production window (“Phase 1”). These scenes were all 

postponed to Phase 2 of production (January 5, 2024 - February 9, 2024), which resumed seven 

months later. 
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May 8, 2023: As production was set to begin its first days of shooting in Vegas, a member of 

Lively’s family falls ill. Baldoni shares his prayers and wishes for their speedy recovery. 

Meanwhile, production is left to manage the fallout and attempt to recoup costs from the 

canceled shoot days. 
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May 8, 2023: Lively’s attorney is provided with a Nudity Rider, in which Wayfarer includes the 

intimacy-coordinator-approved Nudity Rider, followed by written confirmation of the approval. 

(For clarity, providing the “intimacy-coordinator-approved Nudity Rider” serves as confirmation 

that Lively and the intimacy coordinator discussed and mutually approved the sex scenes.) 

Notably, the sex scenes scheduled for the week of May 8, 2023, had to be rescheduled multiple 

times due to illness and subsequent strikes. As a result, they were ultimately Filmed in January 

2024, meaning no sex scenes were shot during Phase 1 (May 15-June 27, 2023). 

 

 
 

May 12, 2023: Lively and Baldoni work at her apartment, making final script changes ahead of 

the first day of production on May 15, 2023.  

 

May 15, 2023: Baldoni shares an encouraging message with Lively before day one of shooting. 

Lively expresses gratitude for her collaboration with Baldoni. 
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May 15, 2023: A “NO MORE” representative who attended the table read the day before shares 

a message of encouragement with Baldoni. Baldoni is eager to establish a plan to ensure that the 

Film has the greatest impact in supporting victims of domestic violence.  

 
 

 

May 15, 2023: On the first day of principal photography, paparazzi capture and publish photos 

of Lively in character, wearing her hand-picked wardrobe. These images were widely criticized 

as unflattering and sparked a backlash from Sony. 
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May 16, 2023: Baldoni approached Lively in her trailer to discuss necessary wardrobe 

adjustments and his desire to have more control of wardrobe decisions going forward. Before 

this meeting, Baldoni texted Heath, saying he was “terrified of saying the wrong thing” and 

asked Heath to “send [him] prayers.” 

The meeting lasted 1.5 hours, as noted in the “Daily Wrap Email.” Lively’s CRD Complaint 

falsely characterized the exchange as a “lengthy outburst” that delayed filming and caused the 

crew to “wait for hours while [Baldoni] cried in Lively’s dressing room.” Baldoni did briefly 

become emotional during the conversation, but only in response to what he believed was a 

genuine compliment from Lively, praising his work as a director and actor. Baldoni later realized 

this was the first of many manipulations by Lively, who in this moment was trying to convince 

Baldoni to continue her autonomy over her wardrobe. 
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May 16, 2023: Later that day, Lively texts Baldoni to request another meeting with him and the 

other producers to discuss wardrobe. Baldoni agrees. After shooting wraps Producer, Sony 

Executive, Heath, and Baldoni approach Lively’s makeup trailer. Heath knocks on the door and 

is invited in. 

Present in the room are Lively’s nanny, makeup artist, and assistant while Lively is having body 

makeup removed—she was not topless, as she claimed in her Complaint. She was either nursing 

or pumping while fully covered. Lively asks Heath to face the wall while they determine a time 

to meet with the other producers, who are standing just outside the door. Weeks later, on June 1, 

2023, Lively accuses Heath of making eye contact with her while she had asked him to face the 

wall. While Heath does not remember doing so, he sincerely apologizes if he made momentary 

eye contact with Lively while conversing, acknowledging that it was possible he may have out of 

habit. Lively stated that she “didn’t think he was trying to cop a look,” and they moved on. 

Heath pleads with Lively to consider having the meeting the next morning to avoid her getting 

home too late and losing shoot time the following day. The conversation in Lively’s makeup 

trailer lasts only a couple of minutes, and they agree to meet with the rest of the producers in her 

personal trailer. Ten minutes later, they meet and discuss the wardrobe at length. Any suggestion 

that Heath ‘stared’ at her inappropriately is not only blatantly false but also difficult to believe, 

especially in such a setting. 

Furthermore, Lively’s Complaint incorrectly states that Lively intended to speak with the 

producers about unprofessional behavior on this day. As this timeline shows, the allegedly 

‘inappropriate behavior’ Lively describes in her Complaint had not yet occurred, and the 

conversation concerned only wardrobe and production. 
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May 17, 2023: Lively continued to share her open and unguarded thoughts on life and her 

character. She talked about wardrobe choices to make her character “much sexier.” She sends 

Baldoni the following text, notably, using “sexy” both in person and over text to describe her 

character. Lively took no issue using the word “sexy” herself, and set the precedent for use of the 

word being acceptable (as it is in customary colloquial exchanges). 

 
May 22, 2023: Lively and Baldoni perform a scripted kissing scene in which their characters get 

engaged at the hospital. In the sequence, Lively pulls Baldoni in to kiss her. It is clear Lively was 

initiating the kissing: In one take, she pulls Baldoni in and kisses him once; in another, twice. 

Lively determined the number of kisses based on what she felt necessary for the scene. Though 

Lively improvised the number of kisses in this scene, make no mistake—the ‘kiss’ itself was 

written into the script and was in no way improvised. Contrary to Lively’s CRD Complaint, there 

was no inappropriate, improvised kissing on set. Any improvisation was made by Lively herself. 

NOTE: No intimacy coordinator was present on set for this day, as is standard when two 

professional actors (with over three decades of combined working experience) perform a scene 

in which only kissing is involved, and no other intimacy (nudity or simulated sex) is required. 

Furthermore, during preparations, Lively and her attorneys did not indicate in her nudity rider 

that she wanted an intimacy coordinator present for scenes involving only kissing. Instead, in 
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line with industry practice, focused solely on bringing one on for the simulated sex and nudity 

scene(s). 

 
 

May 22, 2023: Shoot Day #6 – Lively prepares to shoot the hospital scene in which her 

character, Lily, gives birth. In Lively’s December 20, 2024, Complaint, Lively alleges that 

during a “birthing scene,” she was “mostly nude with her legs spread wide in stirrups and only a 

small piece of fabric covering her genitalia,” and that there were “non-essential persons” present. 

This allegation is knowingly false. To begin with, to describe Lively as “mostly nude” and 

“naked from below the chest down” is inaccurate. Lively was wearing black briefs and a 

pregnancy suit that covered her midsection, and her top was covered by a hospital gown. 

Additionally, in Lively’s Complaint, she stated she was “alarmed” that Baldoni had hired his 

“best friend” as the OBGYN. The actor portraying the obstetrician is an award-winning, 

Shakespearean-trained actor with an MFA in Acting from UCLA. In addition to appearing on 

numerous hit television shows, he has toured nationally with a Tony Award-winning acting 

company and attended Oxford’s acting program on a full scholarship. His engagement was no 

different than the engagement of Lively’s sister, who was hired because she is Lively’s sister. 

Despite their personal relationship, they are both experienced professional actors. 

Lastly, in Lively’s Complaint, she states that the set was “crowded, chaotic and utterly lacking in 

standard industry protections for filming nude scenes.” For one, Lively was not “nude,” nor did 

the set diverge from industry standards. Further, “closed set” protocols were followed every day 

on set. 

NOTE: Lively alleges that Steve Sarowitz was present for the filming of the birthing scene. This 

is entirely false. Mr. Sarowitz arrived later in the day after the birthing scene had already been 

shot. 
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May 23, 2023: At the end of Shoot Day #6 on May 22, 2023, Baldoni praises Lively. In turn, 

Lively expresses her regard and appreciation for Baldoni while acknowledging she could be 

“difficult and critical of others.” 

 
May 23, 2023: Shoot Day #7 - Baldoni, during a scene in which the cast is wearing loose-fitting 

onesies, attempts to give Lively directorial feedback regarding wardrobe and encourages her to 

remove her coat to reveal her onesie to match the rest of the cast, who were also dressed in 

onesies. In Lively’s Complaint, she alleges that Baldoni used the word “sexy” in a tone that 

made her feel “ogled and exposed.” However, Baldoni, as the director, noted that the look would 

be “sexy,” referencing the wardrobe for the scene and not Lively personally. (Lively had 

previously mentioned (verbally and in texts) that she wanted her wardrobe to be “sexy”). His 

statements were immediately followed by a gesture indicating that Lively had something in her 

teeth and a request for someone on set to get her a toothpick. This exchange, all of which was 
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captured on camera, was bookended by Baldoni’s immediate recognition that Lively appeared 

offended; Baldoni offered multiple apologies to Lively moments later, despite the fact that he 

was merely doing his job.  

 

Shoot Day#7 - Call Sheet 

 
 

May 23, 2023: Later that day during this action sequence, Lively and Baldoni’s characters 

would kiss, which is all caught on camera. Lively’s Complaint later accused Baldoni of 

“discreetly bit[ing] and suck[ing] on Ms. Lively’s lower lip during a scene in which he 

improvised numerous kisses on each take.” As shown in the below script pages, the kissing was 

not improvised.  

 
 

May 23, 2023: During lunch, as part of a continued creative discussion that Baldoni and Lively 

were having about the hospital birthing scene, Baldoni asked Heath to show Lively his wife’s 

post-home-birth video, stating to Heath that Lively had not seen one and was presumably 

interested in watching. Baldoni himself had seen the video prior and felt it was demonstrative of 

the spirit of his vision for the birthing scene. Heath agreed to share this deeply personal video 

and approached Lively with the video in hand. He proceeded to show her one second of it before 
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Lively asked if Heath had permission to share the video, to which Heath confirmed that he did. 

Lively stated she would like to see the video but asked to watch it after finishing her lunch. 

Heath did not press the matter and moved on. (NOTE: Lively never did see the video beyond the 

one-second clip shown to her). 

The video in question showed Heath and his wife cradling their newborn daughter post-birth. 

Notably, his wife was not in labor in the video. In fact, the video begins with the cries of the 

baby while she is resting on her mother’s chest (a still image of this moment is included below). 

Heath’s wife remains covered with a towel for the duration of the video, submerged in water and 

holding her newborn. This entire interaction between Heath and Lively lasted less than 30 

seconds. Lively later likened this one-second clip to pornography and stated that Heath showed 

her a “video of a fully nude woman with her legs spread apart.” The attempt to transform this 

benign event into an act of sexual misconduct is intentionally offensive, and to characterize a 

photo with a newborn baby as pornography is perverse. 

 
 

May 23, 2023: That evening, Baldoni and Lively’s characters Filmed a “Romance Montage,” 

slow-dancing at a bar, “Completely in their own world.”  

 

The complete footage of this scene was released to the general public on January 21, 2025 in 

direct response to the public lies Lively shamelessly presented in her Complaint. The video 

directly contradicts Lively’s depiction of Baldoni’s behavior. The footage shows Lively and 

Baldoni in character—acting with their bodies—while simultaneously engaging in a personal 

conversation about their respective marriages, all while continuing to perform their roles as a 

couple deeply in love. A script excerpt is included below. 
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world. 

40 
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May 25, 2023: Lively learns that crew members had called out sick with COVID and, as a result, 

requests that testing be conducted on set. “Despite the return-to-work agreement expiring [which 

laid out COVID protocols on set], there [was] still a remaining SAG protocol that if an actor 

requests those working in extremely close proximity to him/her be tested, [they] must do so.” 

Production complied and informed crew members in close proximity to the cast that they should 

report for testing the following morning. Contrary to Lively’s Complaint, which states that 

Wayfarer failed to implement COVID protocols on set, production was under no obligation to 

conduct regular testing unless specifically requested by an actor—which they did. The email 

below shows one of the Film's Executive Producers notifying the crew of the following day’s 

mandatory testing. 

 

 
 

May 25, 2023: Later that evening, Lively informed production that she had become ill. 

Production offered to send someone to her house to test her and her family, but she declined. 

Lively did not return to production until June 1, 2023. Contrary to Lively’s Complaint, which 

stated that production “deliberately withheld” COVID cases from her, production was not 

obligated to inform Lively, nor were they aware of any crew members in her close proximity 

who had tested positive. 
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May 26, 2023: Baldoni texts Lively to let her know he is “committed to making things run 

smoother across the board.”  

 

 
 

May 29, 2023: Wayfarer was made aware that Lively had placed a call to the Film’s Sony 

executive to share a few grievances. 

 

1. Baldoni’s “sexy” comment about the wardrobe of her character Lily, which, as previously 

contextualized, was benign and mischaracterized by Lively, who took the comment 

personally. [Video documentation clearly shows the comment was made in a non-

provocative tone by a director to his actress and was not as Lively described]. 

2. Heath showed her a post-home birth video.  

3. Lively shared her grievances about the 1st AD suggested that she be replaced. (She and 

the 2nd AD, who is also a woman, were shortly thereafter let go). 

 

Baldoni and Heath were told that, during the call, the Sony executive asked Lively if she wanted 

to take any formal action regarding her remarks. Lively responded that she was not interested in 

pursuing anything formally. Following the conversation, the Sony executive informed Baldoni 

and Heath of Lively’s narrative, both of whom were stunned by the framing of the events.  

 

In her later CRD Complaint, filed more than a year and a half later, Lively distorted the nature of 

this call, claiming she had contacted the Sony executive specifically to file an HR Complaint and 

was told Sony was powerless to act. This account is highly dubious, as Lively’s pattern of 

successfully getting her demands met makes it difficult to believe she would have been 

dissuaded so easily from pursuing formal action if that had been her true intent. Moreover, Sony 
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immediately informed Wayfarer, stated that the complaints were not sexual in nature, that Lively 

did not want to file a formal complaint, and that she simply wanted to bring it their attention so 

that they would be more mindful going forward. Certainly, had she filed a complaint Wayfarer 

would have formally addressed any issues. 

 

May 30, 2023: Baldoni, reflecting on his conversation with Sony Executive #1 on May 29, 2023, 

regarding Lively’s framing of the “sexy” comment and “birth video”, decides to draft a note for 

Lively in an effort to rebuild rapport and clear the air. However, Baldoni also sensed that Lively 

was intentionally manipulating the facts. Despite this, Baldoni asks Producer #1 to pass along the 

following note to Lively. 

 
 

June 1, 2023: Upon returning to production, Lively requested a meeting with Baldoni and the 

Film’s producers, during which she shared a series of grievances that she appeared to have spent 

the past five days overanalyzing. From the outset, it was clear that she had scrutinized every 

minor interaction and perceived slight from the previous week. 

In the meeting, Lively revisited the “sexy” comment—an issue Baldoni had already apologized 

for twice: first, minutes after the incident on May 23, 2023, and again later. Lively herself had 

previously acknowledged and seemingly accepted the apology. Despite this, Baldoni apologized 

a third time in an effort to move forward. Additionally, she accused Heath of looking at her on 

May 16, 2023, when she had specifically asked him to turn his back during a conversation in her 

makeup trailer. Heath explained that he hadn’t realized he had looked at her but apologized 

nonetheless. Lively acknowledged, “I know you weren’t trying to cop a look.” 
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I really hope that- is okay 
and your symptoms are getting 
better. I'm so sorry you are going 
through this. 

I want you to know that I've been 
made aware of your concerns and 
I hear you. They are fully received 
and adjustments will be made 
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Also, the dailies are looking 
wonderful and while the last two 
days were tough ... I assure you 
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Look forward to working with you 
when you feel better . 

Justin 
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Lively further claimed that Heath had shown her a video of his wife’s home birth and thought it 

was pornographic. Heath, shocked by this characterization, confirmed that she did, in fact, 

understand that it was a video of a post-birth recording of his wife and newborn daughter. He 

also explained that Baldoni had asked him to show the clip to Lively as part of a creative 

discussion, and that Lively actually had not seen the video. Despite the explanation, Heath 

apologized once more. 

The meeting underscored the escalating tensions, with Lively using the opportunity to air 

grievances over interactions that the team had believed were already resolved. 

 

 

 
 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Neither during this meeting nor at any other point during production did 

Lively bring up any of the more serious allegations that she would later include in her 

Complaint. We’ve included the facts of the matter above for the sake of timeline while fully 

believing that these allegations were only added to Lively’s Complaint to bolster her claim and 

not as a reflection of the truth.  

 

June 2, 2023: After sharing her thoughts during the meeting on June 1, 2023, Lively was still 

comfortable inviting Baldoni into her trailer to rehearse their lines together while she pumped. 
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June 3, 2023: After facing pressure from Sony and one of the Film’s producers, who believed 

Lively was no longer responding favorably to the First Assistant Director, Baldoni and Heath 

made the difficult decision to dismiss the 1st AD, despite feeling she was being unfairly 

scapegoated. In their text exchanges, both expressed discomfort with the decision. 

This move created turmoil on set, as the 1st AD played a pivotal role in production, making her 

replacement a significant challenge. Nonetheless, they ultimately conceded to Lively and Sony’s 

request to replace her. 

 
 

June 3, 2023: Heath informed the 1st AD that she would be replaced. Meanwhile, Lively 

prepared to Film an emotionally intense scene in which her character, alone in a bathroom, 

reflects on the abuse she endured from her fictional husband. A closed-set protocol was 

implemented that day, restricting visitors without prior approval to ensure privacy and focus. 

Lively, who had rewritten the scene herself, was deeply attuned to its intimate and emotional 

nature and played a significant role in directing the action. Notably, Baldoni’s character was not 

involved in this scene. 
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June 5, 2023: WGA picketers arrived on Day #13 of the shoot, forcing production to act quickly 

to keep filming on schedule. In response, producers devised a solution to shoot on a boat, far 

from the sound of the picketers' horns. The team “spoke to a boat owner and worked out a deal to 

shoot on a boat. After rehearsing a scene to shoot there, along with a romance montage moment, 

[they] were about to have the boat leave the dock and then picketers arrived. At that point 

[Lively] wouldn’t cross the picket line, so we called lunch.” Despite being obligated by her 

union to continue shooting, Lively refused to do so. According to the SAG-AFTRA website 

(https://www.sagaftra.org), “SAG-AFTRA has a no-strike clause in our Codified Basic 

Agreement, at Section 3, that states: ‘The Union agrees that, during the effective term hereof, it 

will not call or engage in a strike affecting motion picture production against any Producer 

signatory hereto.’” 
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June 5, 2023: Baldoni, still feeling terrible about letting the 1st AD go, shared that he wanted to 

reach out. Below is the text exchange between Baldoni and Heath. 

 

 
 

June 9, 2023: Lively and Baldoni still remained cordial and kind over text.  
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June 10, 2023: Recognizing that it had been a tough week with multiple production shutdowns 

due to picketers and an extra shoot day added on Saturday to make up for lost time, Baldoni sent 

a text to Lively stating, “I just want to thank you for giving this week 110%. I know how hard it 

must be shooting and also have your partner gone and feeling exhausted.” Lively replied, “I 

appreciate your empathy and give it in return, you’re in the same boat.” 

  

 

 
 

June 13, 2023: Lively asks Baldoni for access to the “dailies” via text message.  
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No all good. Thank you though! I'm getting you a hot matcha and do 
you know what Brandon likes? 

Justin Baldon! < 2023-06-10 14:24:37 

! I just wanted to say thank you for giving this week 110%. I know how 
hard it must be to be shootinq and also have your partner gone and 
feeling exhausted. I appreciate all you've done to help us catch up 
and the extra work and energy you 've put in. It has not gone 
unnoticed . And while I know you felt off yesterday, the work, and that 
scene was beautiful. Have a great weekend 

Blake lively < 2023 -06-1122 :16:51 

Thanks so much for this text. I appreciate your empathy and I give it 
in return, you're in the same boat I always trying to give my all. And 
then half again more. You do too . And I appreciate it. X 
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June 14, 2023: Baldoni shares with his production team Lively’s unorthodox request to see the 

dailies. Concerned about Lively's tendency to overstep and take control, Baldoni consulted his 

producing team on how best to respond. The team unanimously advised against granting her 

access, fearing she might “start to edit the movie and dictate which takes to use”—a concern that 

ultimately proved accurate. However, as a gesture of goodwill, Baldoni chose to compromise by 

sending her a curated five-hour playlist instead. 
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June 14, 2023: Due to the ongoing WGA picketing, Baldoni, Heath, and Wayfarer made the 

difficult decision to shut down production until the strike was resolved. 

 

 
 

June 15, 2023: Production on the Film was temporarily halted on June 14, 2023, due to WGA 

picketing. The next day, June 15, 2023, production was notified that the WGA had agreed not to 

picket their set, allowing filming to continue. Production attempted to reach out to Lively to stay 

until the 23rd as originally planned, but she had already made arrangements to join her husband 

in London and refused to return. In total, Lively shot for 16 days during Phase 1 of production. 

Below is an email from It Ends With Us production attorney notifying Lively’s lawyer that, 

despite Lively’s unavailability, production had not shut down and further inquired about the 

status of the still unsigned Certificate of Engagement (the preliminary contract required before 

commencing work). This email was sent on June 21st. 
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who )t4-rtcd this joLrney and who have contributed areotly to thb produmoo who VI! no lOflacr o" tho CN!W lilt , We went to take o 
moment to ~e<tce them, -would"'t 11.)ve m~ 1t this fu without ltlem. 

Whllo we must paUSt fo, now, we want to aswro you th,at thlS 1s not the c-nd. The story ...,. wt out to t.etl will contlnlle At a la tor <Ill~, 
tnd we will '°"" bad stroocer than moy fi.avc bN<I tcimpcn!ily disrupted, but OI#'" SMl't'd vu,on and commivne11l 
rcrno,n unwi,~nnt , 

Until we gather aiatn, pleas. tal<e are of yourwlves. We wlll ovcrrcorn. this hurdle toeethlll', and the bcaucy we bavo ca,pturNI on film 
Wlll be ~red with the world. 

ll 'lo/Ill ~t finished. ll wilt gC't .~~-And God WIUlf\!t, wm dwlge Uva. 

Jlml!Y, Justin Ind Wrtyf/ltff Studios 

It Ends With Us 

Production Office 



41 

 

 
 

June 16, 2023: Wayfarer undertook a significant and costly effort to rework the shooting 

schedule, prioritizing scenes featuring the younger versions of the characters (who had not shot 

any scenes thus far) over those requiring Lively. This was no small task, as it involved relocating 

to different locations, securing revised shooting permits on short notice, and coordinating 

adjustments to travel plans and accommodations for cast and crew. The logistical challenges 

were immense, but the team worked tirelessly to maintain the Film's momentum and ensure a 

smooth transition. 

 

June 22, 2023: Alex Neustaedter (Young Atlas) participated in an on-set electronic press kit 

(EPK) interview designed for the Film's promotional campaign. Below are the questions and the 

producer’s responses, highlighting his experiences on set and his thoughts on working with 

Baldoni. 
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From: l'roduction attornl'\ 
Sent: Wednesday, June 21, 2023 3:38 PM 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: Re: Live ly/lEWU 

HI 

Yes, we had to shut down for one day due to the strike. However. after receiv ing a waiver from the WGA the next day, we 
were cleared to pick up again . 

Production made an attempt to reach out to Blake to stay until the 23rd as originally planned , but we were told that she 
was leaving and as a result , we are using the lime lo shoot other scenes where Blake's character is not in. 

We have to do pick ups at a later time. As of now, production has not shut down. 

Could you please advise on the status of getting the C of E signed? 

Thank you, 
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June 22, 2023: Isabela Ferrer (Young Lily) participated in an on-set EPK interview designed for 

use in the Film's promotional campaign. Below are the questions and Isabela's responses, 

focusing on her experiences on set and her thoughts on working with Baldoni.  
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Speaker 1 (05:35): 

Yeah, I'm a huge supporter of that for sure. What have you seen, what's been, I'll ask it in kind of 
a different way than it's here, but tell me about working with Justin, what that's been like. 

Alex Newstead (05:48): 

I love his energy man. He brings so much passion and he cares so much about it that you can't 
help but feed off of that. And even through all the turbulence of these scenes that we're doing, it's 
just that enerzy and that passion that's really driving everything . And ah, h1 ',. w- 'a(ve lv 
open if things aren't feeling right or we need to change little things super flexible, wluch really 
makes all the actors more comfortable together, I think. 

Yeah, let's do that. Let's just get a couple seconds. Couple seconds of room tone. All right. Okay. 

Ready? What is the most rewarding part of being on the It Ends With Us set? 

Isabella Ferrer (01 :49): 

At least for me, this is one ofmy very first projects, so I think working with professionals that 

I've been doing have been doing this for a really long time, but also who are so open. Tbe crew 

and Justin and all the actors that I've worked with have just been so open and welcoming. I've 

never felt belitt led in any sort of way. I tbinkjust being able to come into set and feeling seen 

and heard and feeling immediately comfortable and being able to just go in to do what I do and 

not having any anxieties or worries about how I might be or, yeah, I just feel very accepted, l 

think. 



43 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Isabela and Alex Neustaedter shared these sentiments regarding their 

working experience with Baldoni prior to spending time with Lively during the promotional tour 

of the Film. 

 

June 22, 2023: Brandon Sklenar participated in an on-set EPK interview designed for use in the 

Film's promotional campaign. Below are the questions and Brandon's responses, focusing on his 

experiences on set and his thoughts on working with Baldoni.  
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Speaker 1 (12:56): 

I'm going to ask you one last extra question, which is how has it been working with Justin? 

Isabella Ferrer (13:00): 

Oh my God, so good. So so so so good. He's been so generous with advice and just overa ll in the 

entire process of letting me observe and really take in everything he's taken really good care of. I 

mean, everybody, it seems, and l think there's a lot that's always is going on in productions, and I 

think he has a really great method of just being able to keep things positive and find ways of 

uplifting and then going, and then there's also this look at that, and I feel like that's, as an actor 

who's also first starting, when you're trying to get used to everything, it's really important to have 

someone go, that's really good. Okay. now let's look at this. And there's no patroniz ing, there's 

no, I don't feel not heard. I always feel like I can go up to him and ask for anything. I mean, our 

first phone call after I got this job, it was a Face Time, and the fi rst thing he said to me was like, 

whateve r you need whenever, call me. r immediately had his number. There was an immediate 

understanding that literally, whatever, if I needed anything, I knew that I could reach out to him. 

And that was immediately such a comforting feeling that l wasn't just diving into something and 

not knowing what was going to happen. Yeah. 

Speaker I (08:49): 

Well. how about this? Did you talk to Justin'/ Did Justin reach out to you to talk about the piece? 

Brandon Sklenar (08:54): 

Oh yeah. No, he did. Yeah. I'll get into, I mean, I'm just trying to string it together in my brain so 

it makes sense. Yeah. What drew me to the project initially, I didn't have an awareness of this 

book and the significance it had in the world . I mean all over the world . And I had a phone call 

with Justin Baloni, our director, and over the course of that phooe call, it became very clear 10 

mo what this was 311d whet it meant to the people who have read thi.s book. men and ,voml~ 

alike, but largely womco •II o,·cr the world, and bow Uluch it's helped them. And then ulso 

Justin's passion and his mtcn11on behind makiog this film, I think was one of the biggest things 

for me because he docs have such a strong mtcnuon and you can feel 1t when J OU spcnk 10 him 

about ii \nd I think when crcatin ~ anythintt I mean, 1h01', kind ofparumoun t Ill maklllg 

something hallwa, decent And his intention is very strong and he hires people ~·ho sl«>llavc a 

very clear m1cn11on, And I thin"-.r,.11 .. tivelv the chances of ma Ian~ somc1h1n~ th•• ,, 1mnll(t ful 

hopefullv a.,;: msn~inallv 1mpactful a~ the Mok has been..,wn111d he a ma$<i.ive i;:uccc,c: And I lhin \.:· 

Lhnt wa.11o a real cyc•opcocr to.me JOSI hearing him firsthu.nd nnd wh:tt it meant to him ttnd what it's 

meant to so many people 
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NOTE: Not all cast members participated in EPK interview 

 

June 26, 2023: Lively checks in from London to send well wishes and request access to select 

scenes that Baldoni had prepared. The two co-stars remain in open communication. 
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Speaker l (IO:S7): 

If you have at all. How have you seen 1h01 lr.msl3te lo daily on set sort of experience of ac1ually 

making lhe film vcr,11s !Biking aboul It theoretically beforehand? 

Brandon Sklenar (ll :08): 

It's 1r.m,la1ed jusi in lerms of just lhe vibe on set. It's a really. really pleasant set 10 _l,e on. and ii 

comes from the top. Jamey Heath, our producer, he's such a lovely guy, and Justin is so warm 

Md there's o<> 1c11Mon. It's Just a very open. safe environmcn1 as you'd bopc it would be given the 

subiccl maner 01 the tirm and the message we're 1rying 10 get across. Bui i1 isn'I nlways the case 

on sets. 11 could be rcallv tCO'-C environment and that's sometimes kills nr.t ·md ~mctimr-s il fi1cl$ 

i1. But I think in 1his case. ,l's csscnll'11 for makmg who1 we're doing. I'm grateful to him for 1h31 

bccau:,c 11, truly been a really, really plcasan1 expcncnce being on the sci. Yeah . 

--•~lhmpmdllTlC 

.,.,,,, ... ,~ .. U) •y\11tq 

:ui,111«_,_, 11,:,w ...... 

I \ al f'<(lplt Aid I 

In tam, 

IJOIU 

be -•~I:;::~':~:.:_:: llld ,..,,,..., Ill .-m •111\ • lffll!. m tbnr bi« aid>'""'-11'1 

'flxTtt~ n.:,'ft lo,dYr-,-oplc 
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June 27, 2023: Final day of shooting Phase 1. Production will go on hiatus until the WGA and 

SAG strike is resolved.  
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Blake Llvaly 202J.-06.2618:01:32 

Hey! I hope it went so well this week. You happy with what you got? 
Such an important piece of the puzzle. 
Would you mind asking whoever sent before the pie again? I was 
locked out of my account and I never got to see. It's expired now. 
They can make it so it doesn't expire ideally • • would love to see that 
edit of the scene you have as well and anything else you wanna share. 
Also. We all have strep again. thought you'd appreciate that 
Hope you're all well. 
Xx 
8 

Blake lively ----· 

Mlin Baldool • 2023--06·2714,1358 

Oh no! Hope you guys are on the mend - damn. 
Kids have been amazing. So proud - last day today 
II email them now and get it reposted for you 

2023--06-2714:17:12 

Thank you!!! And so happy to hear. 
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July 11, 2023: Isabela Ferrer reaches out to Baldoni two weeks after production had wrapped to 

share her gratitude for the experience and “kind words about Baldoni,” and specifically thanking 

Baldoni for “creating such a comfortable, safe space”. Baldoni reciprocates the compliments. 
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July 19, 2023: Lively again reaches out to check in with Baldoni during the SAG strike to 

inquire about Baldoni’s assembly cut and to request access to the dailies for a second time (her 

first request was on June 13, 2023. Baldoni, feeling it was “too early” to share, promises to send 

her cuts as soon as he is ready. Lively reluctantly paid nominal lip service to the notion that 

Baldoni, the Film’s director, was entitled to the time and space needed for his directorial cut but 

continued to push. Baldoni did not assent to this request and said he was “excited to show [her] 

when [the] time is right.” 
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~Fttter 2023-a,11200120 

Hey!! Just got my f ilm developed from when we were shooting so 
here's this sweet pie! 
I also have to say thank you SO so much for an incredible experience 
on my first film . 
I still cant shake the feeling of it all because it truly was life changing 
forme1 
you are such a wonderful. smart and sincere director and you created 
such a comfortable, safe space for me to feet like I could fully step 
into this role, I couldn't have asked for a more welcoming 
environment. 
It will stay with me for the rest of my life!! 
See you soon, whether in the fall or later, & Hope you' re doing well :) 
X 

~acfYTIIIJN IMC~ TtvnbiM ~34 AMrll Thl.ifflOIM 
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August 25, 2023: As promised, Baldoni reaches back out to Lively and shares with her his 

“favorite scenes,” expressing his excitement to show her more in person when they resume 

production. A day later, Lively disregards the note about the Film and instead thanks him for the 

Matcha machine. 

 

 
 

October 17, 2023: Lively’s agent and manager reach out to Heath, requesting that Baldoni fly to 

New York to show Lively the assembly cut of the Film. Heath responds that Baldoni is not 

available to travel at that time but looks forward to showing her the rough cut when they resume 

production shortly. 
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2023--08-3103:02:61 

Thank you so much for the matcha machine! That was very 
thoughtful . 

Justin BaldonJ, 2023--09--0104 4638 

Enjoy! 
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November 8, 2023: In anticipation of the SAG strike ending soon, Heath reaches out to Lively’s 

representative to share her shooting schedule, which was set to resume on November 15th. 
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ro @IPMd::ii:friEiii:F Ol <D To: ••• WM::11:fri : . i , 

Oct 17, 2023at2 :08PM 

MIW:M 
Blake would like to see the cut this 
week if possible. Hate to make him 
fly out, but if that is how he would 
like to do it, she gets it. I assume 
he's just going to intro it. Awkward 
otherwise. 
Wi II write Jamey too. Let me know 8 how best to coordinate. 

H th 

••• 
Hey_~-.· _the end of you texl 
said, •WIil write" Jamey too" But l1m 
here ~ drd you mean someone else? 

- She suggested he would be 
down to do it this week. So, I ask 

8 Blake if that would work. 

MIA 
Thanks 

Let me check on that. Not sure why 
what _ is referring to. Maybe 
she had a convo I wasn' t part of. 
Lemme look into what's possible. 

Oct 17, 2023 at 6~8PM 

Hey ' , 
Justin 1s very much looking forward 

Oct 17, 2023 at 6:18 PM 

Hey 
Justin is very much look ing forwa rd 
to sharing t he roug h cut with Blake 
in person . As ment ioned he has not 
nor will be sending any links as he's 
still in his directors cut. He's 4 
weeks in and breaking until we have 
concluded shoot ing. 

He is not availab le to fly there as of 
now. The plan has been once we 
got to Jersey prepp ing for our shoot, 
he would then take a segment of a 
day to have Blake join him in a 
screening room where he can walk 
her through the cut as this has been 
the only way he's shown it to 
anyone. So much missing and the re 
are place holders and it requ ires his 
real time input while viewing . So 
quite simp ly, the plan is once we 
arrive to Jersey he will share . If we 
don 't make it due to the strike, then 
once we deal with that, we can 
revisrt and figure out a path to share. 
I'm sure you get it. 
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November 9, 2023: Heath reaches out to Lively’s lawyer about “getting aligned,” informing her 

that production was on the ground in New Jersey and eager to get started. 

 

 

Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL     Document 50-1     Filed 01/31/25     Page 51 of 168

IEWU 
I ,,.,. .. go 

J_,,•yHtalh 
To: Uvoly 1, Agll-nl 

On• planet, Ono p,oop!e, Pie-.16..._ 

FILE_ ISIO,pdf 
16K 

NOVEMBER .. T 

"' 

IEWU 
1 message 

HI-

Long time no speak. I hope you're wel . 

12 

,. 
ib.OCJtO.yJ 

•. 

" 
ll 

Thii'tluJ I""'& 
•-Y 

JO 

s~o.,-. 

17 

Wod, Nov 8, 2023 al 5:21 PM 

" 12 

11 

l.S ,. 

<O 

Jamey Heath 

Thu, Nov 9, 2023 at 9:58 AM 

As you miglt know. we are back In jersey preppw,g f0< the last 2 weeks hoping thal lhe strike would end. And here we 
are. Wilh thal I'd love to have a chat with you about moving lo,ward and get aligned lhe best we can at lhls stage. 
Can you give me a ring? 

Thank you much, 

Jamey 

Jamey Reath 
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November 9, 2023: On the very day the SAG-AFTRA strike ended, Baldoni, the studio, and the 

producers were eager to resume production. However, their plans were disrupted by an 

unexpected email from Lively’s lawyer. The email contained a 17-point list of non-negotiable 

conditions that Lively demanded be met before her return to work. The list, both in tone and 

content, appeared to insinuate—or outright allege—that Baldoni, Heath, and others had engaged 

in sexually inappropriate conduct during filming. These claims were entirely unfounded and a 

deliberate attempt to insinuate improper conduct by Baldoni and Heath, forcing them to sign as-

is without objection if Lively was to resume filming. 
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November 10, 2023: Heath contacted Sony to gather their perspective on the 17-point list of 

return-to-work conditions, aiming to ensure that any feedback or concerns from their team were 

also addressed. Sony’s counsel shared their point of view, as outlined in the email below. 

 

 
November 10, 2023: A Producer emails Heath and other members of production to notify them 

that Lively would be available starting December 5th. They also share that Lively would like to 

see new script pages and a one-liner. These demands, presented separately as the lawyers were 

discussing the 17-point list, had nothing to do with “safety” and appeared to be another condition 

before Lively would return to production. They were further addressed in an email between 

Wayfarer’s attorney and Lively’s attorney the following day. 

 

 
 

 

November 11, 2023: Production counsel responds, seeking clarification and stating, “Wayfarer, 

Sony, and Production respectfully acknowledge that your client has concerns regarding safety, 

professionalism, and workplace culture. Although our perspective differs in many aspects, 

ensuring a safe environment for all involved is paramount, irrespective of differing viewpoints.” 
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IEWU // BL Availability !ixtcm~, lnD,. 

Producer 

* 1ome. Jamey Heath 

Spoke lo - who spoke to Blake lh1s am, 
Knowing there is a separate conversation happening amongst attorneys. he share(! that she Is available to us starting Dec 
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November 11, 2023: While working through Lively’s protection letter for her return to work, 

Wayfarer counsel, seeking to keep the production on track, reaches out to Lively’s lawyer, agent, 

and manager to send over the requested production materials—a one-liner, schedule, new script 

pages, etc. Additionally, Wayfarer counsel sought to coordinate a time for Lively to view the 

rough cut (as promised), all in an effort to maintain production progress. 
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November 13, 2023: After some back and forth with Lively’s counsel, the Lively camp’s 

response made it clear that the list was not open for negotiation.  
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IEWU/ Lively / Screening, Pages & Sehedullng 
2 messages 

Wayfarer Counsel 

Lively " s attorney's manager and agents 

Producer , Jamey Heath 

Dear-

Jnmoy Hooth 

Sal, Nov 11, 2023 al 12:41 PM 

In an effort to keep us on track wilh /lnlshlng lhe fitrn, I'm W!itlng to address whal I undersiand to be a few lhlnss lhat your 
client needs mov!/lg forward, namely lhe one liner, the new pages, and seeins lhe rough cul of lhe unJinlshed movie. 

We are prnpated lo send lhe one liner and lhe new pages when you give us lhe go ahead and just need lo know the bes! 
way to get them to Ms. Lively, 

As for the rough a.it. we can offer to show the movie at any screening facility of Ms. Llvety's choice within the New York 
aroa, preferably Company 3 as they already have the DCP and require not~lng further other then scheduling, 'ii Ms. Lively 
has a place that wori<s better for her, we will accommodate but would just need some time to set up, The Director Is 
willing to not be preli8nt If Ms. UvelY prefers aod would send along any notes to address the missing elements. Ms. Lively 
Is most welcome to bring whomever she'd like to \he viewing. 

Please let me know when and !low yQu1d like to proceed. 

Thank you kindly, 

®MHi,M• 

~ """''" 
Ct. , , , . , Jamey Heath 

Hi 1111111!11 

It has come to my attenUon that Ms. Wvely may be In Londor, at the moment. I wanted to let you know that Compam, 3 
has a screening facillty there. Please let me know ir lhls would be more c:onvenlent for your ollent. We would be glad !o 
arrange lhe screening there II preferred. 

Thank you, 

Wayfarer Counsel 
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November 15, 2023: In light of learning that Lively would not be available for a November 

shoot, production reworked the schedule to begin in December instead. Heath shared the 

director's notes, the updated schedule, and notes regarding the rough cut with Lively’s agent. 
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-
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w,thout llmlmtion 111 and t12) with the follow1ng add,110nal clorifical,ons: 

a114· In addrtlOf'I 10 tne stunt double. Wayfarer 10 engage Bl-approved body doubles to, both cll8(acters 
for .ih simulated sex sc:enes. 

,, 5. I hos reQo rement appt.es 10 any lulu re fdmIng as wet as to a,iy lootage that has already bee" shot. 

1116· We can llrM Jhi:, rcquircmem to scenes involving nudity, pamel nudi!y and/0< ,lmu'med sex 

Thankvou 

- Lfrely's Counw 

IEWU Green Pages and Doc. 
2 messavts 

Jamey HHth 
To: llvely'sAgent "" 

Wed, Nov 15, 2023 al 6:35 PM 

Hi -. hete are the GrMft Pa,ges as .....el u • bulltt point tummety o( I'll ChaingeS. 
AbO, l'lete It: 11\0 tnoot $d'le<ll.lle lt\Ot we o,e WOtldng o! ol ~ o,w to thOot befOte lhO: ~bfffk .-Id ftni$hin Jon. 

M lhebtst. ,.,.., 

!I anactun•nt• 

rw IEWU J WMk dirwdors a,t IICJ'ffnfl'lQ,pdf 

It Enda wttt'I U• • GNen •10 -.,1 •23.pdf 
,.:! ,aou: 
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November 20, 2023: A Sony executive notifies Wayfarer that Lively has approved the A-list 

producer and introduces him to Baldoni and Heath. 

 

 
 

November 22, 2023: Despite working around the clock to meet the December 11th shoot date, 

Lively was ultimately unavailable, and production was once again rescheduled to start in 

January. The production office was notified, shut down, and set to resume in mid-January. 
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3 People 

iMessage 
Nov 20, 20:lJ at 2-37 PM 

Sony El<-e<utlv• 

Hi all it's- . -~d 
me Blake has approved 11111 
Yay! I know you all are gettinll 
together tomorrow to show 
footage .• please share w o 
Wayfarer should contact 
regarding your deal. 

• Thanksall. 

• 
Thanks so much. Looking 
forward to seeing you ~ d 
the footage tomorrow.-

(J:] 

" .. 

,. n 

" ,. 

I . 
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December 27, 2023: Baldoni emailed his team of producers with notes on his revised script, 

expressing sadness and frustration over Lively’s takeover of a Film they had spent years 

developing, writing, and funding. Having no energy left to fight, he reluctantly declared he 

“[was] waiving the white flag and submitting” and would give Lively “98% of what she wants.” 

He also conveyed serious concern over handling the intimacy scenes, given the accusations 

inherent in Lively’s Return to Production Demands. Baldoni asked his producing partners for 

guidance, stating he was rightfully afraid that “something innocuous or not to [Lively’s] 

standards would very likely be used against [him] (as it already had),” adding that “creativity is 

impossible in an environment shrouded by fear.” A producer responded, thanking him for his 

“thoughtful breakdown,... especially considering the circumstances.” 
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IEWU - Production Update -11 .22.23 
1 message 

Wed, Nov 22, 2023 at 7:41 AM 

Hi All, 

Production will be resuming early January, not on 12/11/23 as previously communicated. We will most 
likely be tech scouting and holding the production meeting during the week of Dec 18th • 22nd. Please 
enjoy your Thanksgiving, and we'll send more info soon. 

Thanks 

Pr£ uction Secretary --
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December 28, 2023: Lively emails Baldoni to request a meeting at her apartment with him and 

the team ahead of the start of production on January 4, 2023. 
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Notes on script- action plan 

HeyteaTI. 

Att.ched 1s a revised SOl)t wilh the below roes/ caveats in bold. This is not final as there are lhlngs we need to 
discuss and then i ripleniert. 

/1,JgJ , I have added in~ 1, AD here to have eyes on this so he can cfigest at the same time as al ot you 
rwi speri the better ~ days trying to f9re this out. Everyone knows oow l feel at>cxi al this and 
how angry I am that Blake has taken OYS cu film and somehow re-wrote a movie W8 !pl'( ye.in developiig. wring 
and blding So yes . I am furious. And sad But I 'Ml cantinue 10 gat back up Wllh a goal cl geUing us lo lhe finish 
line~ 

I haw mne to l8mlS will lhe fact hit the anty Wat cu is through. I am waivi,g the white flag and submiffing. I am 
90flQ to give h« 98% of what she w.-wts~ rm sum none of us ha',ie the energy IO figt't aflYl1l0f9 The the learn who 
has been WOIU'lg lheir ass olf needs a shocCqi on Jan 2nd, 

So, hln's 'Ml8f8 we are. 

There are minor things I <id to each scene, some I made notes on and tiny ones I dml Most of v.hat I touched is 
bolaw. roi.blg--•gmg1Da.~tiaw---•-t1Jdi111Pr .... __ _ _...,.. ... 
IClilllJoJ11pa1mad'Dfiltant•.,......_ 'lolbalalil. w.llnaadto•onbtlbNallllktmdt.._• 
ta•c(-.alli\,.ifliiiaaauaciudinNliiv,__..audanlJ!lllldw,yJllat/Jlamad__,.. (liil 
iliillit,tiii) iiiircniiilifj fiiiilr~ 
al 

Tori fOA'larthit~~ . JB. ~iQlyCM 
ho after 2 PT~ Of before 12 PT 

lh.l , Dec 28. 2023 at 9"2S AM 

JarnoyHeah 

ond Clllf)Omll)' COi itidomg the rm 
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January 4, 2024: Baldoni, Heath, a Sony executive, a producer, the “A-list producer,” and the 

Film’s 1st AD met at Lively and Reynolds’ New York apartment ahead of the scheduled 

production restart on January 4, 2024. The team arrived prepared, with production binders in 

hand, eager to kick off the next phase of filming. However, Lively had different intentions for 

the meeting. She began by reading from notes on her phone, outlining a series of alleged 

infractions from Phase 1. Reynolds then berated Baldoni, demanding Baldoni apologize to 

Lively for actions that had either never occurred or had been grossly mischaracterized. Baldoni 

resisted apologizing for things he had not done, which further enraged Reynolds. Everyone, 

including the new producer Lively had requested to join the production and the Sony 

representative, left the meeting in shock. The new A-list producer remarked that, in their 40-year 

career, they had never seen anyone spoken to in such a manner during a meeting. Later, the Sony 

representative shared that they often reflected on the meeting and regretted not intervening to 

stop Reynolds’ tirade against Baldoni. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Though Lively’s CRD Complaint misleadingly suggests that the parties 

agreed to a list of 30 items during this meeting, many of the items listed in her Complaint were 

entirely new, baseless, and never presented or discussed. The only document ever shared with 

the parties was the 17-point Return to Production Demands, which had been introduced on 

November 9, 2023. 
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January 5, 2024: From January 5 to February 9, 2024, as Lively admits, filming concluded 

without any further grievances from Lively or references to previous disputes: “The parties 

agreed to implement and follow the Protections for Return to Production to ensure that the Film 

could be completed, marketed, and released safely and successfully. And it was. Production of 

the Film resumed on January 5, and concluded on February 9, 2024. The Film has been a 

resounding success.” 

 

February 22, 2024: Baldoni starts his first day back in the edit bay with his two editors. 

 

February 24, 2024: Heath and Baldoni are informed of Lively's request, made through the “A-

list producer,” to join Baldoni in the editing bay. She also expressed that she had limited time 

before leaving to shoot her next Film in April. If she could not be involved in the edit with 

Baldoni, she could not promise to promote the Film. In doing so, Lively knowingly infringed on 

Baldoni’s DGA-protected editing time.  

  

February 25, 2024: Baldoni sends a group text to Lively and the “A-list producer” to inform her 

that he still needs a couple of weeks to get the Film into a presentable shape. He proposes having 

Lively join the editing process during the week of March 18, 2024. Lively responds that she 

would like to be in the “passenger seat” with him and wants to get started as soon as possible. 

 

February 25, 2024: Baldoni sends a text to his editors to inform them of the situation. 

 

 
 

February 26, 2024: Baldoni responds to Lively’s request to be in the “passenger seat.” Despite 

her infringement of his DGA-protected time, and met with Lively’s threats, Baldoni let her know 

that he will reach out at the end of the week to update her on the progress, still attempting to be 

encouraging in order to keep her happy. 
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.  

 

February 28, 2024: Baldoni and Heath connect with a senior Sony marketing executive to 

determine the best path forward with Lively regarding her desire to be involved in the edit and 

how they can all stay aligned. After the call, the Sony executive expresses to Baldoni, “We are 

all in it with you – at the end of this pain is a BIG WIN!!!” 
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B 

,,.;,"'L.~.,.-- . -- meF"Sl 
Good morning Blake. . . . _ - ,;,_:~~'..,. . ~._..._,_jl'.t· 

• • and I had • great chat the other day! and he let me know you'd l 
like to come into the edit before you leave for your film and I think ,rs· 
a great idea I agree that we wor1c really well together and with all ...,.,. 
you've ptit into this film I completely understand· ~anti;g - to ~ e'.' '"' I 
notes and have input before you leave for your other movie. Wit~J ,"­
that I started my cut on Thursday so tomorrow will be day}.:. ~ •_L·7· 
movie is currently all over the place and I need a few weeks to g'!l_i~ j 
into some sort of shape to even present to you. What I would love to.• 
do is bring you in on the 18th and have us work together until y_ou :; ,I 
leave (Did I hear first week of April?) - then once you are in Italy!. a.5.lf-1 
things progress you can jump in on any free days or even!'" days you 
have a long wait between scenes. rm also happy to send'yo·u~·t,}j-~ 
progress scenes etc with ,my big changes that are made as w!.~'.' • . 
know things change all the time during a cut For me the editing'>. .; 
process is the time to try things and throw it all against the wall to see, 
what sticks ... it's my favorite part of the process_ So once you take off. 1 
we can Just keep you in the loop and send you stuff to the extent you · 
want to see ,t ., we get closer to locking picture. - • • .>-AI 
Thanksl]i:._.t,.-•",.f., ~...-:'"~ - - _.,. 9' 
Jl;' ~.;J;~ ,_ --- , ··'" 

BMkt~ 202•,02-'2523.:A8·2J 

Hey, thank you for the note. I appreciate it. I'd love to be in the 
passenger seal with you as you soon as possible, I don't need you to 
formally present anything. I understand you've just seen the fi rst 

assembly and have a mountain ahead of you. 

I'll be invaluable to you in recall alone as you put together what 
you're looking for. I've also been rewatching all the dailies. Tons of 
nuanced gems. The sooner we put our heads together , the better. 

Very exdted to dive back into the work. Lemme know. 

8 

M tln S.IOonl• . 2014-01-1616 41 &5 

Hey Blake, I hear you and I do know how helpfu l you have been and 
will continue to be I do need some time to get sorted with my editors 
and wrap my head around the film itself . I will reach out to you at the 
end of week to let you know the progress I have made, so we can 
figure out the best time for you to start with me Thank you 

Blake, Llvety 202•-02 ~2618;48'21 

Loved "Hey Blake, I hear you and I do know how helpful y,.: 
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March 8, 2024: Baldoni and Wayfarer enlist Screen Engine to recruit a 100-person group (90% 

female) to watch the current cut and provide feedback. Baldoni uses these results to further refine 

his director’s cut. He shares the results and scorecards with Lively ahead of their planned 

collaboration in the edit. Note: This is not an “official” audience test screening. 

 

March 9, 2024: Baldoni shares the assembly cut of the Film with Lively and informs her about 

the mini-audience test screening. 
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March 11, 2024: Baldoni texts with his editors. 
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Ju sun Baldon!< 202d-03-09 02 55-26 

Hey Blake , 
You should have the movie in your inbox ! I'm very happy with where 
it is and looking forward to your thoughts . See you Monday a 

Blake Uvely < 2024-03-09 03~2:48 

Can't wait to watch. Thanks for sending tonight. Speak soon. 

Justin Batdonl <t . 2024-03--0906 20:08 

Loved "Can't wait to watch. Thanks for sending tonight. S .. : 

Juo;tll'l Billdonl c 2024-03--0922:03 &2. 

Hey Guys, just for my own edification I hired Screen Engine to recruit 
a 100 person (90% women) group to watch the cut I sent you . It 
played great and scored top two boxes with all females at a 90. 
Looking forward to Monday . Thanks. Justin 

Blake Uvely 2024-03-1001:38:41 

That's great! Please send the full breakdown, would love all scores as 
well as cards. It's invaluable info as we dive in. 

Juslln Baldon!• 2024-03-10 17:27.32 

Wil l send as soon as I have it all. Being compiled now into a 
spreadsheet Your eyes only of course 
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March 11, 2024: Lively watches the WIP assembly cut and informs Baldoni and the “A-list 

producer” via text that she will not be joining the edit today but will instead join the following 

day. 

 

 
 

March 12, 2024: Lively joins the edit with Baldoni and his editors. She shares seven pages of 

notes, which Baldoni and the editors spend hours implementing, despite Baldoni not agreeing 

with all of them. 

 

March 13, 2024: Despite sharing seven pages of notes and requiring Baldoni and the editors 

incorporate them, Lively did not show up for Day #2 in the edit with Baldoni. Heath checks in 

with Baldoni via text, and Baldoni shares the following. 
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BIOl<e Ullely 2024--03-1115'26:26 

Im starting the film now. Will join when I finish. See you soon 

Juaun B1tdont 202•-0l· 11 1&:211• 

Enjoy! 
Just heads up• music works great in parts and needs work in others 

We are onboarding a new music supervisor and editor today . 
Exciting stuff. 
Enjoy! You're fantastic in it. 

2024-03-111&.1'1:07 

I just finished watching the cut. So so happy. You all are really really 
amazing in the film . I felt so much. Super emotional and complex in a 
great way. It's extremely watchable and engaging . 

AISlln 0.ldonl 2024-03-111617 08 

Loved •1 just fin ished watching the cut. So so happy. Yo .. : 

8lol<I Uvtl 202.4--03-1118.31·34 

I'm not gonna join today. Let me know your t iming for tomorrow . 

Ml1n Bl1doN •'202'.f,<0-1118 3J 09 

Ok. 10am • 
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March 15, 2024: Baldoni, keeping in mind Lively’s threat to not promote the Film continues to 

encourage Lively to share thoughts with him and the editors while keeping her updated on 

progress all in an effort to keep her happy. In the text he also shares a comprehensive working 

update of the Film based on the notes Lively provided. 
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( CD 8 OJ 
./Ushn 

Wed,~ , 13 ,1112 'S6P•A Jamey Heath 

Justin Baldon! 
Hey man, drd she show up today? 

No- I told her I would let her know . 

.. .., 

....... ........... ,/0,J_ 

........ ~-..i,­.,..,._,...,.~-­___ )'!Iii_...,.,,....,. 
-v,.c ..... ..., ... llltOl'ff -""'~-- .. 3'tf-"isn 

o!:',._.._ ... .,IOOII'~.,. 

I ii -

( CD 8 DI 
JUitin 

ft 
Jamey Heath 

Justin Baldoni 

It is a sprint. Someone needs to tell 
her. 

She doesn 't get it. 
And I'm Sure thinks I don't get the fact 
that she's not promoting it unt il SHE 
gets what she wants. 
It's l ike a cordial mexican standoff 
where the figh t ing is gonna happen 
behind the scenes 

This is where you guys and Sony step i 

In 

Yeah. Let 's drscuss today 
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April 3, 2024: Sony informs Wayfarer that Lively has escalated her demands, now requesting 

solo time in the editing suite with her own editor—a shocking and unprecedented overreach. To 

Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL     Document 50-1     Filed 01/31/25     Page 67 of 168

Mtn lakln1~·~-~--~-= }~~~ =:.:,:~ ~ 
HI Blake, 1f po~slble could you send over your rooftop sane thougMs 
as we never got to them - stuff coming to you this afternoon!~"": 

..._.u~ ~ 202•.0J- ,120-.2011 

Hey! The rooftop is a scene we're going to just have to get in there 
on. It's nuanced and too many things to write down so I put a pin for 
when we're all together working live. 

An overarching note from memory would be lo see Lily lhink and 
process. So we feel what Ryfe sees a.nd feels as he takes her in. 

Another way of saying it is, I think lhe fundamental shift is to consider 
thfs: the rooftop is ·the scene the audience falls m love with the hero". 
That's the goal of this scene. 

The goal of the rooftop isn't ' the scene where the audience falls in 
love with ourhe ro1s love interest·. That wl11 be earned as we go and 
comes later. 

The current edit feels like it's lrying to achieve the latter. Or maybe 
both. And that becomes muddled, For a book that may work But for 
a film. this is the hero hook. 

From top to bottom, the rooftop is the scene from the first word to 
the last that is nly's first date w the audience. Keep the sparkle and 
charm everywhere you can. It Infuses much needed energy. 

This note will help you tighten other moments: ie from Ryle entrance 
to ledge. It should be quick, shocking, mysterious and buried. This 
man Is enigmatic to be fully explained later as we go. 

I can be more helpful when we're In the avid. Let's get Into It When we 
can. Happy to wait until after this preview since it's a rnarnmoth 
scene. 

I believe there's a cut that crackles {and is also much shorte~. We'll 
find iL 

... u.-.11~ 202,..oa.1sro~37 

Loved ' Ok thank you , let mo see whore we land and will u .. : 

~U\litl'/<. - 202•-0S-N00'11t'-' 

Excited to hear how tonight goes! Good luck to eve,yone. lstill 
haven't gotten the Pix if you don't mind pinging someone to remind. 
Speak soon 

W ,n~ji..s--: 014-<a-?lort1Ju 

Great 10 hear from you, we're •II super eYClledl Pinging them now as 
1t should be IO you_r I nbox 

Ju1Un Baldonl 

WIP updates on the week! 
4mGUll9U 

Justln Baldon! Fri. Mar 15, at 7:01 PM 
To: 8 

Hey Blake. 
Below you wilt find a comptenensN1t wa,l<ing update on ave,yllwlg we have boon IYOl1<.lng on lU'!Ce we got your notes 
Tuesday. Some !lnl\s shcMJd have come lo you by now. OUl8<S wll oome Monday. Please note 1hat not eve,ytlVlg beloW 
IS coming to you ~• PIX, just the bigger tnngs. Mont larga, chunks will come Monday u Wft am <rtil cutting in music:/ 
$C(l(8. 

I'm really happy and excited with how this a shapng upl Have a great weekffld . 
Jusun 
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make matters worse, Wayfarer is told that Lively has made it clear that she will not promote the 

Film unless this demand is met, knowing the failure of the lead actress to promote the Film 

would be detrimental. This maneuver felt less like a professional request and more like extortion, 

holding the Film’s marketing efforts hostage to gain creative control. Wayfarer is left with no 

choice but to agree. 

The gravity of allowing her access to the edit—a process typically reserved for the director and 

post-production team—is not lost on Wayfarer. It undermines the creative integrity of the project 

and sets a troubling precedent, all while amplifying tensions between Lively and the team. 

 

April 4, 2024: The A-list producer reaches out to Lively and Baldoni in a group text to request 

that the three of them jump on a call to discuss "time sensitive things." Lively is not available 

this week to speak with Baldoni and the A-list producer and ultimately did not speak to Baldoni 

directly about her demands. 

 

 

April 4, 2024: Faced with yet another unprecedented demand from Lively—to edit the Film on 

her own with her own editor—Wayfarer finds itself with no choice but to assent (yet again). 

Wayfarer is forced to balance the need to keep the production on track with managing Lively's 

increasingly audacious requests. Wayfarer reluctantly agrees to grant Lively 10 days in the 

editing room with her personal editor, with the understanding that her ideas will ultimately be 

incorporated into Baldoni’s director’s cut. This concession reflects Wayfarer’s continued effort 

to maintain progress while navigating an exceptionally challenging situation. With each “ask,” 

Lively makes it plainly known that if she is not given what she wants, she will not promote the 

Film at all. 

April 17, 2024: Sony marketing and Baldoni coordinate efforts to have Baldoni attend Book 

Bonanza and show audiences a surprise early screening of the Film. 
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A-list Producer 
202•H>• -OJ 21.51:19 

Hello. Blake I am in NY and Justin is in LA and you're in Italy I think . Is 
there anyway for the three of us to chat tomorrow or today ? Justin is 
available tomorrow morning from 7am ti ll 1 pm LA time. Let us know 
if any of these times work for you. We need to discuss lot of time 
sensitive things . Many Thanks. -

B!alt• U....ly 202•-oo-o:i 22:35:16 

Hey I have no sense of my schedule this week. They're still finding 
their groove, it's day 3. I'm in every shot over here and when I'm not 
shooting I'm in fittings or meetings, This week is going to be near 
impossible. 
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April 18, 2024: In a group text involving an A-list producer, a Sony executive, Baldoni, and 

Heath, the team discusses the possibility of sending Baldoni’s editor to New York (since 

Lively’s preferred editor was not available). Heath emphasizes the importance of clarifying that, 

while Baldoni had agreed to allow her into the editing process, it should not, under any 

circumstances, be interpreted as his endorsement of the idea. Baldoni’s agreement was purely a 

concession to move forward, not a reflection of his confidence in or approval of the decision. 
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IEWU - Book Bonanza Screening ~-· Ll 

M,i·lliffllHhl· ... 

I .... UIO ...,._,., .. ~ - on - N"Y, ,o ... , ... - _. °"'"" ...... Alt v,>u90"'9 IO .... ., .... 1ooay? II /\0\ I,.., .. 
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April 18, 2024: Below are texts between Baldoni and his editors discussing whether to have one 

editor fly to New York and work with Lively in person or remotely. Ultimately, it is decided to 

fly the editor out, as the editor stated, “I want Blake to feel like she’s getting what she wants so 

we can move on from this need of hers.” 
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• 
e• [)l 

·­A-list Producor 
Ok 

lnu "or18 t\JA9it.• i 

A-list Producer 

Think she wants the ed~or in NY 
now.Also 

J,. 

I am okay sending her to NYC. 
@ Janey and I are talking soon 

A-list Producer 

Ok. 

OK 1 , please convey to Blake 
and her learn that 11\f'ill go 
to New YOfk. AncJ that Justrn h.3S 
agreed to it. Let's stay away 1ron, 
ar1y sort of color thal stJggest 
that ha thinks lh1s is a good idea 
Anything of !hat nature just 
rather Jus1u, has agreed to rt, A5 
we all know. we hate 1h1s whole 
thing, but as Justin continues to 
find a path f01Ward, l1e is 
agreeing 10 it. 
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April 22-May 1, 2024: Lively and the editor work on her cut of the Film at Wayfarer and Sony’s 

expense. In the meantime, Baldoni continues cutting his version of the Film, all the while 

believing that he will have the opportunity to consider incorporating Lively’s edits at a later date. 
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April 23, 2024: Jamey Heath learns that Lively asked Sony to bring other creative collaborators 

into the cutting room with her. In response, a Sony executive relayed a firm message to Lively, 

stating, “This is a Wayfarer movie. Wayfarer has Final Cut and runs the process.” Sony is an 

investor and distributor. The Sony executive hoped to reiterate that Lively needed Wayfarer’s 

approval for any such involvement, reinforcing the boundaries of her creative role. 

 

 
 

 

April 24, 2024: On the same day, a Sony executive informs Heath that Sony is holding firm in 

refusing Lively’s request to bring others into the cutting room. Heath conveys Baldoni’s growing 

frustration, noting that while Sony appeared to bend over backward to accommodate Lively’s 

demands, they do not extend the same courtesy to him as the director. In response, the Sony 

executive acknowledged the imbalance and admitted that this was not a situation anyone at Sony 
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12:35 

Sony Executi'C'; ~"' %3 ' - om,, 

Spoke to - He will tell Blake 
tomorrow he cannot authorize 
her request re exitorlal_ it's a 
wayfarer movie. they have final 
ClJI and run process. we are only 
investors and releasing, Must 
get approval from you all . He 
understands. 

O> 

Thank you for having the 
conversation. I appreciate you. 
And with that said, i'm always 
open and willing to hear your 
thoughts of we should make 
another decision with any of this 

Ok lets talk tomorrow. x 

- texted with BL- shut down 
• or anyone ln cutting room -
she said ok. She understood. 
She d id say her editor avail now 
tomorrow and can - ask if 

+ 
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had anticipated or wanted to be in, underscoring the complexity and strain of managing the 

escalating tensions. 

 

 
 

April 29, 2024: Heath and Wayfarer, eager to get the Film back from Lively, ask the A-list 

producer to make it clear to Lively’s agent that Wednesday, May 1st, would be her last day in the 

edit. 
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<CD 

IYl'd. Apr 24 " Sony Executive 
- texted with BL - shut down 
• or anyone in cutting room -
she said ok. She understood. 
She did say her editor avail now 
tomorrow and can - ask if 
wayfarer ok to have editor come 
in with her and - look at 
some stuff (she likes - ). I 
think this Is the editor we said ok 
to before and was not avsll. Can 
I tell - you guys are ok with 
this as you were before? 

QJ 

So i understand are you saying 
- coming into editorial as of 
now is conditions! on this -
phone call? and that's what I 
have to talk to him about? 
Cannot say ok to - now? 

J Heath 
Justin needs to hear the 
feedback from you. As you 
know, this whole thing is 
incredibly overwhelming and 
troublesome The fact that Blake 

(CD (J:J 

Soi understand are you saying 
~ oming into editorial as of 
now is conditions! on this -
phone call? and that's what I 
have to talk to him about? 
Cannot say ok to - now? 

ustm n t 
feedback from you:) ~s you 
know, this whole thing IS 

incredibly overwhelming and 
!roubles~~ tact that B~ke 

, tias access t~.._ _ 1!~!!~9 t Is . 
process and we ifon't ,s not 
landing for him. So ii this~~~ Ms 
come from Blake through . 
it's not unreasonable that wer'·. 
have 1st hand conversations as 
well. That said, I heard your 
po,nt and understand. I'm try\ng 
to manage both sides, Putting 
my own position aside. I think 
once we three speak he will s,gn 
off on it after hearing your 
thoughts since you're requesting 
we don't speak 10. You can 
articulate It from Sonys 
perspective to him. 

2:011 

03 

A,l lstPrO<lum 
Dealing OOH. Stand by. tlfllf• •, .. , 
was Just told firmly by me that 
Wed Is the las1 diri fo, 8l.. 
PER100. Sit light 

tiMlt·il 

Anything r,aw I need lo know 

lspol<elO u...,.. .. _, 
"II""' 

Cati you Shortly E',t11ng dnntl1.t 

Ok. 

C.,uc:ha l ? 

4hiiil·!i 

Ol 

I, • . , f 
I to manage both s,des. Putting; t< 
, my own position a5ide. i tl)lri.l(~- I 

Sony 

. once we thoeo sp.!_a_k__ ~e ri d(~)g~ 
,oft on 11 after heanng your • I 
, thoughts since you're reques1i11g·, 
,we don't speak to~·-: : -You can 
, articulate it trom Sonys • 
_ge!S!)ective to hini, • 

- is the lifesaver here. That 
she will not engage with Justin/ 
Wayfarer /me and he inherited 
this and now has to be the one 
to navigate her on all this is not 
his responsibility, the last thing 
he wants to do, but he's doing it 
because he thinks you have a hit 
movie. He does not have 
bandwidth to do same with 
Justin. II something specific to 
address of course he will. But 
the play by play and the what ifs 
- he doesn't have the bandwidth 
- he's overseeing the market1ng 
and release for 8 divisions in 
addition to all his corporate 
duties. 

+ 
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April 30, 2024: Still unsatisfied, Lively demands another extension of her time in the cutting 

room, pushing the deadline from May 1st to May 8th. Adding to the audacity, Lively insists that 

Sony and Wayfarer hire her personal editor—someone she had worked with previously, most 

notably on projects with Reynolds. Faced with this escalating situation, Wayfarer considers 

granting the extension but attaches a significant condition: Lively would need to sign her long-

overdue acting agreement. This document, which had been left unsigned for over a year, would 

prevent Lively from continuing to leverage her promotional participation as a bargaining tool. 

Wayfarer’s attorneys had been tirelessly trying to secure her signature, and this moment 

represented a pivotal opportunity to resolve the standoff. 

Heath clearly communicates Wayfarer’s position in an email to Lively’s representative, hoping 

to bring an end to the ongoing impasse while protecting the integrity of the production. 

 

 
 

April 30, 2024: Heath is informed that Lively had told Sony Marketing that she would refuse to 

approve trailers, TV spots, and digital marketing assets if Baldoni's acting credit appeared 

alongside hers. Sony Marketing, citing Lively's contractual approval rights over her image and 

likeness in promotional materials, warns Heath that she could effectively block the release of 

almost every piece of promotional content featuring her face or name—essentially all of it. Faced 

with this leverage, Baldoni and Wayfarer reluctantly agree to remove his name from the “before 

or above title” credit in trailers and related marketing cutdowns. This concession is yet another 

clear example of Lively’s ongoing effort to diminish Baldoni's presence and influence on the 

project. There is no creative or professional justification for his name to be excluded; it is purely 

a result of her demands. The situation escalates further when, on June 18, 2024, Sony requests 

that Baldoni’s “Film by” credit be removed from the Film’s poster—a move that reinforces 

Lively’s wholesale erasure of his contributions, as a request of this nature would have no 

meaning to Sony; it is clearly instigated by Lively. 
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Follow up email regarding IEWU edit. 
1 message 

HI-

Good speaking with you earlier. 

Jamey Heath 

Tue, Apr 30, 2024 al 3:17 PM 

Wanted lo quickly recap what we spoke about. Wayfare, originally agreed to have Blake wo,k with .. editor) on the 
movie In order to express he< editorial creallve vision on the dates 4/22 - 5/1. We have since learned of her request to 
continue working with hor <YNn editor from 5/2 - 518. We are prepared to extend that penod of time with the understanding 
that prior to any continued wo,k, we will receive her signed contract for the movie. Please let us know that we can agree 
and execute the long form agreement and we will have post produciion set things up for the edit to proceed. 

Jamey 
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May 2, 2024: While Lively is holding the Film hostage in the edit room, she is simultaneously 

stalling the Film’s marketing by refusing to approve key materials, including the trailer release. 

With less than three months until the Film's premiere, Sony becomes increasingly alarmed about 

the delayed rollout of the trailer, a cornerstone of the promotional campaign. In a text exchange 

between Heath, a Sony Film executive, and a Sony marketing executive—who had just spoken 

with Lively—they inform Heath of Lively’s still escalating demands: Lively will not approve the 

trailer release unless she is granted more time in the edit room with her personal editor. Adding 

to the pressure, Lively made a veiled threat, implying she might “change her mind” about 

reaching out to Taylor Swift to secure the use of “My Tears Ricochet” for the trailer if her 

demands are not met. 

When Heath stands firm and refuses to acquiesce, the Sony marketing executive delivers a sharp 

and pointed warning: “You don’t want to play ball—you are going to delay and greatly hurt the 

movie. Good luck.” This stark response signals that Sony, too, was beginning to apply pressure 

on Wayfarer, effectively strong-arming them into compliance. The message makes it clear that 

the studio is growing increasingly frustrated with the situation and is prepared to hold Wayfarer 

accountable for any negative fallout, adding yet another layer of tension to an already fraught 

dynamic. 
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tEWU // Name/Actor Credit ,, 

HI.Jusbnl 

• .... 
y 

Wffil"ll na.me/ac:to, awclll (- or tlOCIY9 ~) for AN MM!a -~ lnl119r eno - lnltler .. - Tl/ ada, •nd rwllllod l),gital m~ Can,.,.., IM•M oonftml 

NI )'OoJ •• okay foru$10-0t(l,_"'1? 
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May 3, 2024: Faced with Lively’s escalating threats—ranging from potentially delaying the 

Film’s release to outright refusing to promote it—Wayfarer, once again, reluctantly conceded to 

her demands, allowing her to continue editing with her personal editor. Further, they withdrew 

their reasonable request for Lively to sign her long-overdue contract, opting instead to focus on 

maintaining forward momentum. Wayfarer’s only request was that Lively provide updates by the 

end of the day on May 8, 2024, allowing the director sufficient time to review and incorporate 

her edits into his cut. Despite the mounting tensions, Baldoni, Wayfarer, and Sony held on to the 

belief that Lively’s contributions would ultimately be integrated into Baldoni’s vision for the 

Film, preserving the integrity of the final product. 
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Sony Exec #1 
Jamey I have on here too. has gotten Blake to approve the 
trai ler we want (with our narration, the chair kick, the briuse, etc) and 
Blake is calling Taylor to approve the song. She of course just reached 
out saying she is asking for time with her editor . We know it was 
conditiona l on signing con tract - but asking if you will reconsider - so 

can release this trailer and Blake does not change her mind re 
calling Taylor Swift . Jamey Heath 

I'm available to talk on the phone. Call me if you'-re free 

Sony Marketing Exec 
You guys don't want to play ball - you are going to delay and greatly 
hurt the movie . 
Good luck 

That is only if u want to make this date - we are going to need to 
push . Finish director cut and we can have multiple previews down the 
road 
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May 6, 2024: Baldoni and Colleen Hoover host a trailer launch event at the Sony Studio lot and 

shoot promotional content in support of the Film.  
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0 

• 
Call request . ,,,.,.,., s 

Jamey Heath Thu, ?Aay 2, 202• 1:45PM 
i-.1- Mt')O V()U art woll I'm wnM11 tu ll!QUMI th61 Voit Cllt\!!..Jo, fa'\d•~.a.ohl& hrntt 10 h&ija.) t411 lo diSCiiJl-5 ti')O ltWU tol"llt,111:.t tf ~\10 ··~ db4e to do~) 
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May 10, 2024: On the final day on which she is approved to edit the Film, Lively refuses to turn 

over her cut to the Film’s director and instead tells Sony that she wants to do a “friends and 

family” screening of her cut to gather feedback and continue working on her edit. This was of 

course at Wayfarer and Sony’s expense and not accounted for in the budget. 

 

May 13, 2024: Sony and Wayfarer do an official audience test screening of Baldoni’s cut in 

Aliso Viejo CA. The Film scores 94% with females under 35, the Film’s primary target 

audience. Both Sony and Wayfarer are ecstatic about this score. 

 

 
 

May 15, 2024: Baldoni shares the official audience test screening scores with his editors.  
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May 16, 2024: The trailer for the Film is released to the world.  

 

May 18, 2024: Lively hosts a “friends and family” screening of her cut in New York. She does 

not share any audience feedback with Baldoni or the studios.  
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May 20, 2024: Wayfarer is informed through Sony that Lively, emboldened by the feedback she 

received from her friends and family screening, demanded an official audience test screening of 

her version of the Film. In light of Lively’s threat to withhold promotion of the Film, as well as 

her barely veiled threat to end Baldoni’s career with a slew of false accusations, the studio 

reluctantly agreed to do an official audience test of both versions (again at Wayfarer and Sony’s 

expense). This decision was made on the understanding that Lively had agreed with Sony that, if 

Baldoni’s director’s cut tested higher, she would drop the matter and fully cooperate so that 

Baldoni could finish the Film without further interference. 

 

May 30, 2024: Sony and Wayfarer held an official audience test screening of Lively’s cut in 

Aliso Viejo, CA. The results revealed that Lively’s cut scored an 82% approval rating with 

females under 35—12 points lower than Baldoni’s version (94%). That same evening, a senior 

Sony marketing executive contacted Lively to discuss the scores. Instead of honoring her original 

promise, Lively rescinded it, doubling down on her refusal to promote Baldoni’s cut, regardless 

of its stronger audience performance. To make matters worse, Lively further asserted that 

Colleen Hoover would also refuse to promote the Film unless Lively’s cut was released. This 

claim was deeply disheartening, as the longstanding relationship between Colleen Hoover, 

Baldoni, and Heath had been one of mutual respect, trust, and admiration.  
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June 2, 2024: Once again, Wayfarer found itself with no choice but to allow Lively to continue 

her edit, effectively sidelined to sharing notes with Lively and her editor—without any assurance 

that those notes would even be considered. In a careful attempt to navigate the situation, Heath 

compiled Wayfarer’s collective feedback, including Baldoni’s input, and shared it with Sony, 

hoping it might be relayed to Lively. 

By this point, it had become painfully clear to Baldoni and the Wayfarer team that Lively was 

determined to assume full creative control from the director, the financier, and the studio behind 

the picture. Her campaign to marginalize Baldoni’s role in finishing the Film had proven 

devastatingly effective, leaving him and the team devastated and frustrated. Despite everything, 

Baldoni and Wayfarer remained hopeful that the Film’s release and success would make it all 

worth it and remained focused on the goal of completing a Film that could have impact. 
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June 3, 2024: Baldoni is informed that Lively would be attending Book Bonanza with Hoover 

instead of Baldoni. Jennifer Abel (Baldoni’s publicist at Jonesworks) and Baldoni share a text 

exchange disheartened at how things have unfolded.  

 

 

June 5, 2024: Baldoni’s editors inform Baldoni that they had heard from a “secret source” that 

Lively was incorporating “a bunch of [Baldoni’s] version back into the Film” ahead of the 

second official audience test screening of Lively’s cut on June 6, 2024. 

Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL     Document 50-1     Filed 01/31/25     Page 82 of 168

Notes from Editorial Team for 
2messagea 

Blake and editor 

Jamey Heath 

to consider . 

. . . 
. Sony Represen tative 

Sony Represenlati\·e 

Sun. Jun 2. 2024 at 9.50 PM 

Producer 

• As dlSCUssed, The team bas gone through Blakes ta'1 edit and have the folloWtng oot" ~ Wlffi ld Blal(e to 00nsider 
We'd Uke Un to be presented to them In the spirit .of wanting to share notes and thoughts In efforts lo achieve the same 
goal which is to make the m<Me lhe be.st it can be. They may choose not to respond to them, but al least ,ryou can 
assure us that i will be delw ed wft can 'E!' al some of them are QOnsldered. Not $Ure how you wi$h to delivOr, 
Whether lhtourwd1ifi-UIG•l®ti fufC I beleive tl'lere Is nothing IOsl Ill sending them over. Who kno,vs, 
maybe they are to apl)(eciate them since they 100 want 10 deliver Ille best version and get the seotes that we can d 
be happy about, 

Please let me knew, you've received lhem and when and how they will be sent. 

Thank you! 
Jamoy 

Jen Abel 

H.- Jamey just filled me In about l>Ookcon . I l<now this is 
dovastollng and such• kick in tho guL It's petty and 
chlldish at this point. I'm just making sure you ' re ok. .. we 
wDI get through this. Eyo on tho p ri-ze, her anendin q 
bookco n is a w in 10' the film ultimote ty. And if she wants to 
drag her ass to Texas then lot her. You can be homo with 
your family Which is lmpo<tanL 

... 
She' s ltic.ked me out off'tei ally from the film now. She's 
finishing It all. t can' t be Involved . Music sound VFX 
everym ing. 
II Make It through somehOW . Just neod to feel it all . 

-



83 

 
 

June 6, 2024: Wayfarer and Sony pay for a second official audience test screening of Lively’s 

latest cut. Scores marginally increased across the board, scoring 83% with females under 35 (still 

11 points short of Baldoni’s cut).  
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June 6, 2024: Baldoni is hospitalized for 3 days due to a spine infection.  

 

 
 

June 12, 2024: Wayfarer is informed that Blake Lively told Sony that she will showing 

audiences at Book Bonanza her cut of the Film, regardless of Sony or Wayfarer’s approval. She 

later admitted on her panel at the event that the “studio begged her not to show the Film” but 

ultimately, they “didn’t have the option [to say no], as [she] brought the movie with her on the 

airplane.” A video of this comment is available at the 48:32 mark at: 

https://youtu.be/8P5POKBU7Ys. 

 

June 14, 2024: Lively, Colleen Hoover, Brandon Sklenar and Isabela Ferrer attend Book 

Bonanza to promote the Film’s release. Wayfarer was only made aware that Brandon and Isabela 

would be in attendance the day of event. Sony later notified Wayfarer that it was Lively who 

reached out to Brandon and Isabela and paid for their travel and lodging.  
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June 14, 2024: Baldoni shares with his editors that Lively’s cut of the Film would be shown on 

the second day of Book Bonanza.  

 

 
 

June 17, 2024: Lively makes the unilateral decision to bring on a new composer for the Film. As 

a result, the original award-winning composer was let go despite having already completed the 

score - which included costly orchestral arrangements. Even though Lively had absolutely no 

right to do this, neither Wayfarer nor Sony were able to challenge Lively’s decision, despite the 

significant financial implications—paying out the original composer in full and shouldering the 

steep costs of hiring a new composer so late in the process. 

 

June 18, 2024: Sony marketing requests that Baldoni waive his “Film By” credit on the 

secondary poster so that only Lively’s name would appear above the title. Further, despite having 

already approved a poster for the Film it was understood by Wayfarer that Lively would not 
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approve this new version in which Baldoni’s name appeared next to hers, thus requesting that 

Baldoni’s name be removed. Sony obliged and made the ask to Baldoni. Given this is a 

contractual right that Baldoni negotiated, Sony needed Baldoni to put in writing that he was 

waiving his right to “a film by” credit. For clarity there would be no reason for Baldoni to waive 

this right without Lively requiring him to do so, ultimately he acquiesced. 

 

 
 

June 18, 2024: On the same day that Baldoni waives his “Film by” credit, Wayfarer also 

reluctantly agrees to give Lively a producer credit on the Film. This was an ask that she took to 

Sony, despite it being a decision properly made by Wayfarer. She was originally credited only as 

an executive producer, but both Wayfarer and Sony no longer had the leverage to oppose her 

demands or the will to deal with the fallout if they were to deny the credit at that point. Wayfarer 

conceded and informed Sony, while also remarking that “they would not be advocating for her 

getting the PGA Mark as that is not applicable.” Given Lively’s contributions to the Film, it was 

collectively agreed among the producers that she had not earned the distinction of the PGA mark. 
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June 20, 2024: Shortly after granting Lively the producer credit, Heath was informed that Lively 

had reached out to Sony yet again, this time to ask that Baldoni and Heath write a letter on her 

behalf so that she may be considered to receive the PGA mark. Both Baldoni and Heath did not 

feel that her work warranted the PGA mark - a distinction highly valued and taken seriously 

within the industry. As Heath had already noted in his email on June 18, they didn’t feel it right 

to misrepresent her contributions in order for her to get a PGA mark. Heath had learned from 

Sony that Lively was extremely displeased with this response and told Sony that as a result of the 

men not submitting the letter, “any goodwill left was now gone”. 

 

June 20-24, 2024: Abel (Baldoni’s Publicist) emails Sony’s marketing team to inquire about a 

content shoot that Lively seemingly coordinated with Maximum Effort, Ryan Reynolds’ 

production company. Sony at the time of the initial outreach by Abel was not aware of the plans 

for the shoot (which were planned for June 27-28). Later Sony attested to the fact that that Lively 

and Maximum Effort were “running the show.” Abel was understandably concerned at the optics 

of the entire cast doing a content shoot without the director and co-lead being present. This 

would later be something that the public would take notice of as well and heightened the rumors 

and negative press that Lively would take issue with.  
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June 25, 2024: While contemplating the PGA letter and fearing what Lively was capable of, 

Heath reached out to Lively via text in order to humanize the situation. It had been months since 

Lively had spoken to Baldoni or Heath directly, as she insisted at each turn that she needed an 

intermediary. This time was no different as she refused to get on a call. Heath, feeling that she 

was unwilling to even hear them out, again conceded and agreed to write the letter 

recommending Lively for a PGA mark.  

 

 
 

June 26, 2024: After many conversations and once again feeling trapped, Baldoni and Heath 

write a letter of recommendation to the PGA on behalf of Lively and send a copy to Lively to 

submit to the PGA. Heath simultaneously wrote a letter to his attorneys deriding the extortion by 

Lively.  
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doolsion5. 
QJl(I being th11 toqu01tod letter to the !'GA. 
1n Ille midst ot 11 all, so mar))' ot the conwrsatlons 
hiwe been had wtth thl<d P11nles. I do understand 
wtr/. However, I bcflevc ti could be-hotpful N you 
and f had a dirllcl cotlllel~tlOns In effO<t 10 fond a 
Peth throlJQh this. we cOIJl<I and 
whomeve< else yoU'd lllie loin as well. l-lopelult\l 
this can be an opportunity to simply conswt and 
seo if it could !,,ad to a polenUal ehat\g• of 
thQOOhl, Honestly BlaKe, I'm re&<;hu19 0\11 wtlh o 
sl)fr1t of opllrnlsm, P~aso lot mo know It 1/0U'ro 
opon to having a -zoom tocfay? 

fiMII free to send through anything you'll Ilk• to uy 
l'ICrc, 

I hopo yoo•nt WOii. 

Blako 

bl~~,. ..-, l'I' 

Thank yoo fo,-your response Blake, 

I respect your oecisI011 to nor ~ave• e.1II, No 
problem at alt, 

To be fully transparent, It was lndood a tough eall 
to receive When asked to write• letter to the PGA. 
I do belitivri you cao understand to somo extent 
whv that might be. However. we do wan110 be lair 
minded and just to afl part,Os. 
Tile vut~ I$, you aro Incredible In tho movio. Your 
performance is spectacular and I hopo that you get 
all tho glo,y you deserve for It, ~••o. YOU t,ave 
conalnry addod D groat doal to tho movio beyond 
tho acting role itself. There is no deny,ng that. 
With that said, I have consuttod further with Ju,un 
and as a result, he and I have both agreed to write 
tho totter. 
Please let mo know 10 W~'II wo should send. 

Moving forward I will continue 10 respoct ~o 
process of communFcalion th.rough your 
doslgootod reps, but I felt compolled to reoeh our 
directly for this, 

Looking forward to ttle movie 001"9 ti suceo5-s for 
evefyone Involved . 

Jamey 

Thaok you Jamey, I appreciate you both 
aoknowlod_glng t~ WO<k. 

You can &e:r,d tho lottors to ma here or via (!,nail, 
and I'll pass flona to \he people Pn, ,pollt(in_g with 
at the PGA, 1111 let them k"ow r,ow I hat )'our lctlors 
ara ir,comioo, 
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June 26. 20-:?4 

Dear members of the Producer.. Guild of Amcrico , 

We hu~ thb leue, find> you well. We ,ue "riting to 111fo1111 you o( th~ >ignir.c,1111 role and c.>ntributrom, 
1h11l Blake Livdy has played in the moking of the film., IT CNDS WITH US, bns«I on the best-selling 
novel by Colleen I loover. 

n 1is film ha<; rncam a great deal ooUi 1x:rsonall)' and 10 our company. Wayfarer !>tudios. ftS \\C 0j)t1 011«t 
1he propcrt)' ne11t¾y five yc11r-. :igo. A~ ~ueh. wc•vc ~--en direct ly invol ved in over.,~cing ever) ,tcp of 
dc,•elopmcnt from ;id,tpling the tlQOI.. 10 the big i.erccn, to brinsing nn lllH co--linancier/di~tributor, Sony, 
ond of course, casting our lead . 

Frum the time Blake ,,a., brought on. lu: ha, had an 111,Lrumenti, I , e>ice in ,,11,ny ll,ITe.-.;,11 aspects in tile 
maldng ol't hc tilm . I lcr c~ntrihu tions h,lVe been impac 11'ul n, she \\3.i COn!>ulted ,,ilh nlfll\) ol'thc ca~1lng 
optio,", ~he hel1k-d to refine the script, he redesigned her m, n wnrclmbc ;\S \\ell~ ~;1-.c note:. 011 <1ther,, 
ghe conrributc<I to the produccion dc~ign nnd M:I dccorntion. nnd hnd influence on ho,,., mnny ofch:: socnc-. 
were shot. 

Blake ha\ been ,cry uwolvcd u, the post process ru; ,,el l. :>he has h:id an active role in the edit. the ){)uni.I 
mi~ and ha~ made decisio.1:. on the music sell.ICC ions Md score. he a lso continu~-:. IO find crcu1ivc ,,.i y:. 
to promote the film i.o Ulat it can nchicvc its gn:atcst success. 

inec contractuall~ she bcg:ln the movie ,,.,ith on EP credit, our cnrl icr submi:.sion to the PGA did flOt 
i11clude her a_, o nl\med t'rod11cer. b111 ,,.,e both icel her contributions have wamuuod the f'C' ised credit and 
consider.Ilion for the POA mark 

On bchnlf of Wnyforcr Studios. 

Justin RJ!ldoni -
Director IT E, OS WI rH US 

J11111cy lh::ith 
Producer p.g.a Ir LNO • WI I JI U • 

WAYt'Art ER 
-::3 

Jamey Heath 
CEO 

liiliif ~ 
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June 28, 2024: Heath, the CEO of Wayfarer, expressed to Forbes on June 28, 2024 his high 

hopes for the Film. The article would be later released in August. 
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Private and Confidential. PGA Letter 

As I~ l\nON .,. ,_,11<18 ·-· IO ...... I ,oa,,r menclallon on DehaJ! Of Blake fOt !\ti 10 Nt<liYI hi PGA IT01I 
Th• wa< 4 ,_. 11>11 wt fOOlwot ...,,_.,,11111• •lld ot)l(j hOa~ed ~•~Y. ,.. molllt IE\VU h"' t,oo,, tal«!n ~ct"( rro"' Jusl:in a$ a droc,or a•4 UMl<lbaly lrom 
W•yf•,..,.• conllcl c!u9 lo Iha a,cforuo,, of Bl>l • 

Wl"®l 9oln91t110 A'I O.. ~,.r, of 1110 ., .... ,,,,,, N\O _, .,,_ ,nonlt-6 JIIOl;n .,., I·- lip 5!)<00<1!) IO ..... Iha lolt«M to ftdo"1) lraJl1"d. She oontinu .. IO 

• hQIQY$1 Oilrheads and OYOfV lire wo irv anonolcl a mute .-1hatlllffla1 ellllo< dt«ltt or,n(Jr(l(;Cy u,go1.i110 tol(I Make no """',0 .1 am1101 
we w•,e l!oral)I 101a!d lO acqu,esa,, but gov en Ille l-.gll proDla 01 Ille mo,10, tne partnerollip w,111 S<>ny 111B Anl<lunl o! moll<!)' 11M!Stld and Iha .-, 10 complft!e lhe """"" • we 

""'6 ... lilt lotter on .... , behoW, cm~ tho """ ol hoW .-id w!\y die \l>U Ible 10 cc,,llilut n t!lt Wtt• WI li\ll.-1 

Jaruey Mf"ill h 
CliO 

w,11or,,r $~ .i,,,. 

Forbes 

Heath added: "I believe all of us are here to brin g faith an ever­

advancing civilization, so that we become better - humanity gets 

better. One of the thin gs that we have gotten wrong is how we 

treat each other - how women are treated often times, 

historically, by the hand s of men. Men are abused too - not 

taking that away - but it has typically been women. I hope that 

people leave the theater feeling inspired - that for those who have 

been huit, that they feel seen and the story was told in a way that 

honored them. I fee] like people who may in themselves, as 

someone that may hurt somebody, may think twice about it. So, I 

hope that people leave feeling that they got a glimpse into a 

world that , often times , we hun our eyes away from. '' 
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June 28, 2024: Lively and Reynolds’ company Maximum Effort organized a content shoot for 

the Film’s promotional campaign with the entire cast and author of the book (minus Baldoni of 

course). The content shoot included the cast making flower arrangements, baking cookies, 

playing Pictionary, collage making and other concepts developed by the Maximum Effort team 

in support of the Film’s promotion. They later posed for seemingly staged paparazzi photos 

before having dinner together.  

 

 

     
 

   
 

Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL     Document 50-1     Filed 01/31/25     Page 94 of 168

FLOWER PICTIONARY 
..,,,{t.., 3(,.la. 6r,,_.,,,(0 ,_, 
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July 1, 2024: By July 2024, Baldoni was completely locked out of the Film’s final cut. By virtue 

of his role at Wayfarer, he was permitted to “give notes as a studio.” Despite his personal 

feelings, he redirected his thoughts to focus on the one positive: The Film, years in the making, 

was very close to being seen by the world, even if it was no longer his Film. The Film’s original 

editors inform Baldoni that the last they heard “she was putting back a fair amount of [Baldoni’s] 

version” into the final cut.  

 

 
 

July 2, 2024: On a Zoom videoconference between Wayfarer and Sony Marketing, Wayfarer 

learned that Sony had been dealing with extensive notes and revisions to the marketing plan as a 

result of the content shoot. Because Sony ended up hiring Reynolds’ company, Maximum Effort, 

to produce the promotional content for the Film, the cost for the shoot significantly increased due 

to their fee being higher than what Sony had originally budgeted. (Notably, this charge was 

Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL     Document 50-1     Filed 01/31/25     Page 95 of 168

JJst1n1 Just wanted to chec1' 1n, 
are you back to 100 '-P And anv 
uodates on our Im.le mo ... •1e? Just 
hoµing all is. uood with everyone 
and ever't!hiny ... 

Justin Baldon, 

Sorry m,ssed this. 
Oidn'! mean to no! respon(I. 
Really bff,n d,s1ancing myself from 
lhe movie as best as I can for rrry 
sanity. LOIS of groa11n1ernal wor11. 
Finding nial grat11ude. 
Bean some more hard things over 
last few week$ that would blow 
your mind . Will all catch up soon. 
Todai I have to give ootes on the 
final mo.:. I have not seen l hG 
100.ed cut of tile hint EvicJenllv ,t's 
been ·NOrked on more and she's 
been milcincl. I'm Q&thnQ to qive 
notes,\!, a studio tod,w • not a 
rl1mr.tnr Vnrv han1 Rut I'm nkAv 
Really doing a lot of worl( 10 
detach. 
we m.:ioe a ooaulitul baby 

hr mi hi 

Justin Baldon, 

"'....-dCrl., 
We made a beautiful baby 
togolher , lhe baby might not grow 
1-'1 tone •~tly who we 1nought 
bur It's ,1,11 beau11lul Thal's what 
I'm holding on to. Very proud 01 
us. 

Editor #1 

Wo·N. I can·t s~y I'm shocked 
because I was hop,ng thal you 
were go:ng 10 be able to not let 
th•s beat you dowr1 and ,t so~ncb 
like vou nave acn,eved that. And 
yes. t11e movie we handed her w~s 
SO good I hat e,tm if i1•~ h~n 
scrcwe-d with, the base wori< w,11 
st.:1 shine throug~ The 1ast I heare1 
was that she was outt1110 bac~ a 
few amount ot our version . 1ust not 
sure what ttiat entailed or to what 
e:<tect. I u ue!)S vou'II find out 
todav. Hang 1n tticrc, and we'll all 
catch uµ when the \\'Ounds arc no~ 
(l~11te ,is fresh S~nd1ng lo·1P to yot, 
both. 
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despite Lively’s claim in a January 2023 text to Baldoni that Maximum Effort would “work free 

for the family, as shown below.) Despite ultimately approving this, Wayfarer was told that Sony 

was not allowed direct access to the footage (which they had paid for). This shoot included the 

cast baking cookies, floral arrangements, ironing patches on jeans, and other quirky ideas that 

completely missed the point of the movie, skirting the issue of domestic violence entirely to the 

detriment of all those involved. As noted in the email, “Sony did not have much opportunity to 

be involved” in the shoot.  
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lMl't< • ~-en •. on $. 
Mallt Effort s on board to help as much or as I ,ule as you want 
lemme know. We have a great group over there who can help 
supplement and do the work that Sony won't so we can just hand it 

to them betw n our coUtctiv resources 
----------------

-~. IOl).Ot•'9049'.a 

HBhah my kids Arn in the jinx ph,lse right now 

. .,,,.., 
But all is lead 
out any lame 

l , _ ........,.,__OC 11 

They don't nHd to hi,e 

- ' :O:} 01 ,. °" .. 
r m going to push to hire ma~ effort 

m,o Gt o, 

So we'll make sure to weed 

>,AI/IIII..... l01l-4~~0il'811 

Pan of why I didn't want to die on &his hill 

20U41 oc 
It's me and Ryan and We WOtk for free for the f amlly 

(M_ :31 

It's maf,a style on th s 
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July 10, 2024: Whilst dealing with the Baldoni’s mounting PR headaches, Baldoni’s Publicist 

Jennifer Abel was also dealing with a difficult working relationship with her employer, 

Stephanie Jones (Founder of Jonesworks PR). The tension between Jones and Abel reached a 

tipping point when Jones, whose behavior had become increasingly erratic and hostile, 

demanded Abel corroborate falsified accusations about a senior Jonesworks employee in an 

effort to drive him out. When Abel refused to go along with it, Jones responded with mockery, 

calling her a “12 year old drama queen.” As a result on July 10, 2024, Abel notified Jones of her 

decision to depart from Jonesworks and intention to start her own business. Abel offered a six-

week transition period, with an end date of August 23, 2024, and notified her colleagues.  
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ayfarer Marketing 

H,, 

Here ,s an aummary of what wns sh111ed during my b~weekly wdh the d918J end sOC111l team. 

• The ereabve team has been dealing with extensive revisions based on feedb!Klk from Blake 

Th«& are multiple IJIC0e$ bcUlQ linallz.od, 1noludlng ohalllGte< pieces and •get lickol!• assots 

• Ryan's agency. Maximum Effon. 1s p1oducing content, some of which wrll roll out on his handle There wa.s shoot wilh lhr04! creators and the rest of the e.nt 
Sony lfld not have muOII opportunity to be involved 

Campaign and ModlD S1r1togy: 

• The media b1rtz wilt start between the 14th 811<1 181h 

• Tho dlguatlsoclal team" propanng for a 5lgnrlicant increas.e In oontont ouiput starting one month before the mleaso. Based on engagemonl 11nd ruoh, 

lhlngs on the:r aide aie ltacJ<ing mards a very suceesslul roleaso II compar&CI lo othllt' similar trtlu. 
• Mul~plo a,ative te;irns 81'8 wotlang on different launches, wnlch wia a~ 1111 al once includ.ng Cn!atJVO Advertrs.ng and C~bvt Contltllt. 

Action Items and Follow~p,: 

• Thete are plans to ril4 ways to integrate Justin moto piom,nenUy Into lho campaign including at lhe ~ - TIMIY hod pla.nned to lnVite him to flo$I 

lllliueneer events for 1he sort launch event on the· 18th 
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July 11, 2024: In anticipation of an in-person interview with a national publication that 

requested to follow him for a “Day in the Life” piece, Baldoni reaches out to the post-production 

house working on It Ends With Us to find a time for him to come in for a few minutes and do a 

mock coloring session. At the time, the coloring was nearly complete. This was all done in an 

effort to promote the Film and, of course, highlight Baldoni as its director. However, when 

Lively was informed of this “fake coloring session,” she was incensed and demanded that Sony 

intervene and stop the interview from happening Sony obliged which left Baldoni and team 

disturbed by Lively’s insertion into Baldoni’s own marketing and promotional efforts for the 

Film. 

 

July 15, 2024: Wayfarer is informed that Reynolds contacted Baldoni’s personal agent at WME. 

During the call, Reynolds escalates his attack on Baldoni’s character, calling him a “deranged 

predator.” Baldoni’s agent relays to Wayfarer that he did his best to reason with Reynolds and 

challenge the absurd claims, but Reynolds was unwilling to consider any counter-narrative. 

Reynolds reiterated that Baldoni should not attend the premiere on August 6th, stating, “no one 

wants him there.” When Baldoni’s agent shares this conversation with Baldoni and Heath, both 

are disturbed by Reynolds’ continued efforts to damage Baldoni’s reputation within the agency. 

 

July 17, 2024: Baldoni attends Lily Bloom’s Pop-up Shop at Westfield Century City to promote 

the Film. Following the Pop-up, Jones contacts Abel to check in. Abel shares that Baldoni is 

struggling and under immense pressure. Moreover, Baldoni is dealing with Ryan Reynolds 

"calling [Baldoni’s] agent and saying what a horrible person Justin is." 
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From: Jennifer Abel <- jonesworks.com> 

Date: Wednesday, Jul~ ~t 5:20 PM 
To: Stephanie Jones ~ jonesworks.com>, 

Subject: My resignation 

Per my call right now with Stephanie, I want to thank everyone for the incredible support and opportunities 

over the past few years at JW but I have made the unfortunate decision to resign. 

I will stay as long as needed for the transition and to ensure teams and clients are supported. I will not 

discuss with clients or with teams until you give me the greenlight. 

Thank you, 

•Jennifer 
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July 22, 2024: Lively, Reynolds and other members of the Film’s cast attend the premiere for 

Deadpool & Wolverine. At the afterparty, Wayfarer was informed that Reynolds approached a 

senior executive at WME and expressed his deep disdain for Baldoni, going as far as to suggest 

that the agency is working with a “sexual predator.”  

 

July 23, 2024: Sony informs Wayfarer—the studio financing the premiere and most of the 

Film—that Lively had demanded tat  Baldoni, Heath, and Wayfarer refrain from attending the 

New York premiere and threatens a cast-wide boycott if they do. 

 

July 24, 2024:  Mindful of the potential premiere boycott, and not knowing what Lively and 

Reynolds were planning to do if Baldoni and team attended, Abel emails the Wayfarer team 

requesting Lively’s November legal letter correctly assuming that Lively would try to use the 
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letter against Wayfarer. With the letter in hand Abel intends to draft context for each issue to 

ensure the team can factually refute any press leaks. Abel emphasizes a reactive strategy, 

acknowledging its drawbacks, and advises promptly countering any public claims with facts, 

third-party sources, and, if necessary, legal action: “We will just need to be prescriptive in 

immediately refuting whatever is made public with facts, third-party sourcing on background, 

and if necessary, a legal response.” Upon receiving Lively’s 17-item list, Abel clarifies that they 

are “demands, not grievances.” 
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Timely//Few things 
3 messages 

Jennifer Abel 
To: Jamey Heath 
Cc: 

Jamey He;,th 

Wed, Jul 24, 2024 at 9:23 AM 

@jonesworks .com> 

Jamey &--- appreciate you both keepl119 us 1n the loop and updated iO real time regarding the potential situat ion ... 

Just wanted lo send a friendly reminder If you could please share with us the legal letter that was sent by BL and her team 
- per our conversation , we will go through point by point and draf t context surrounding each situaUon. We can lhen flag 
what we are missing that would be helpful to arm us in the case we need to refute any of the claims. 

Jamey, understand that you are also compilfng info on the various incidents which will be helpful to ensure we are In the 
know on everything-we will need potentia l witnesses , locations/ context , people who cou ld be In our corner to speak on 
background to refute any claims, and provide addftfonal color surrounding the atmosphere on set. To relterate our 
strat egy. we should not be to do anything pr·oaclive that could light our own fire unnecessaril y-while it isn't ideal to be on 
the defense , due to the amblgully & uncertainty of what could potentially be claimed, we will Just need to be pr86crlptive ln 
immediately refuting whatever is. made public with facts., ,third party sourcing on background, and if necessary, a legal 
response. 

Please also keep us posted on· where conversatlons net out with Sony and the premiere-Until then , we are moving 
forward business as usual. I commun icated this prevfously, but Just to arm you further in your conversattons. it's an easy 
thing to orchestrate a stagg.ered arrlval to ensure there is no crossing of paths on the carpet. saeening, and JB can easlly 
skip tne afterpany. 

Here for any questions in the meantime and we will standby-

Thank you, 

-Jenn ifer 

'.Jennifer ?l6efl JONESWORKS 
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July 24, 2024: Later that morning, at Wayfarer’s request, Abel contacts Jones for crisis PR firm 

recommendations to represent Baldoni. 

 

 
July 25, 2024: Wayfarer receives several crisis PR recommendations, including Melissa Nathan 

(“Nathan”), a veteran in the field. Abel, having previously worked with Nathan, endorses her 

based on their strong professional relationship.  

 

July 25, 2024: Wayfarer meets with Nathan and her firm, The Agency Group PR LLC (“TAG”). 

After the introductory call, TAG provided a document detailing their proposed scope of work. 
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Jennifer Abel 
To: 

@jonesworks.com> 
wmeagency.com> 

Wed. Jul 24, 2024 at 12:24 PM 

Cc: Jamey Heath 

Great thanks. A quick follow here, we reoeived the letter via the Wayfarer team so we are going through it. It's a list of her 
demand1fi not grievances, but still helpful for us to have. I'm also looping In let's keep her copied on these 
comms. • anks agatn, 

(Ouol~d l&xt hidden} 

Sttph,nl• Jones 

Jennifer Abel 

Also- I just got off the phone withl!mlll and she was asking 
tor our Recs for a potentfal crisis comms team if they 
wanted to bring someone in to work hand in hand with us if 
needed. She mentioned - which she said you guys all 
worked together for - but I said I wou ld connect with 
you for best recos. 

def not - he's not strong . who do you rec? i think 
- could be amazing 

I've only ever worked with - or Not 
familiar with - but I trust your reccs here!! 
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Jamey Heath 

Thank you so much for taking the time to speak with us. 

Jen and our team will connect tomorrow and go through everything. 

I know time is definitely of the essence here • we will aim to have a plan to you by the end of tomorrow. 

Have a lovely evening 
Melissa 

Sent from my iPhone 

To: r 
Cc 

Hia11. 

On 25 Jul 2024, at 18:30 

We would love to jump on a zoom now if possible. 
(Quoted text hidden) 

rote: 

Thank you so much 11gain for the time last evening and for lhe incredible context provided to us. 

Thu, Jul 25, 2024 at 9:42 PM 

Fri. Jul 26, 2024 at , 1 :02 AM 

As promised, ple;ise find our attacned scope of work, Which details our overall approaeh, opportunities to prevent and mitigate crisis, 
aid the larger team in branding and messaging, and finally, our cost of services. 

We look forward to your lhoughts and reedback on this - and of course, please do let us know of any questions you might have. 

Thank you, 

'"' Wayfarer Studios • TAG PR Scope of Work 7.26.24.pdf 
\::I 101K 



104 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL     Document 50-1     Filed 01/31/25     Page 104 of 168

TH~ 
A GENCY 
G ROUPPR 

To, Jamey Henh, 
From: The Agency Group (TAG) PR 
subJec:t: Scope of Woti< 

Oat~ 7/26/2.4 

OVERVIEW 

TAG PR w ill work closely with Jonesworks, Justin 8aldon l, Wayfarer Studios, and its appllcable executives 
to design and Implemen t a crisis commun ications strategy to protect and enhance the reputations of 

Justin Baldon !, Wayfarer Studios, and the ir executives while navigating through anticipated and 
unforeseen challenges lead ing up to the ·n Ends With Us"' premiere and its aftermath. 

As part of our efforts to protect the company's position, TAG PR w ill prolllde ongoing strategic counsel 

and rapid Interference to mitiga te references of controversy, correct Inaccura te narratives. and push out 
factual, positive messaging to create a level of control and balance in coverage surrounding the 

premiere and, In the months afterwards . 

Our plan will be tailored to reach key audiences Including selected media, Industry decision makers, 
partners, Investors, and other creatives to ensure the longevity and prosper ity of Justin Baldon!, 

Wayfarer Studios, its applicable execut ives, and future projects . 

Our approach wlll include the following elements: 

CRISIS PREVENTION & MmGATION 

• Support Justin Baldon I, Wayfarer Studios and Its applicable executives wi th Independent 

strategic counse l and perspective. 

• Curate statements, bad(ground information, and talking points for press renecting the 
company's core values, key messaging and the Integral role they played to bring this film to life. 

• Develop a comprehens ive scenario planning document outlln lng a series of potential outcome s 
with a sugges ted course of action for each variable. 

• Catalog third party valldators from the crew, previous projects, and other Indus try peers to 
establish credibility around the narrative and help shape perception In the press. 

• Provide Input on specific Inquiries and Halse w ith reporte rs to mitigate negative stories/correct 

inaccuracies. 
• Monitor coverage and socla l conversations, correcting and updating stories & headlines In real 

t ime. 
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July 26, 2024: Upon learning that Wayfarer was considering working with Melissa Nathan, 

Stephanie Jones, seeing her as competition  began pressuring Abel to intervene and tell Wayfarer 

that she was “shady”. Abel refused to do so which only made Jones more irritated.  
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BRANDING & M£SSAGING 

As need ~. our t am can be h lpful In de tlfy ng nd suppon.,n-g future p10 ct oppo(tunl Jes o 
urt er ssuage .1ny potenua negati r.,. ThMe fforts II Include · 

• Al gn w Jonesworks nd team on h mel ne for the c,om na months o e tabl sh k v 
moments and determine accessible opportunities. 

• Support Jonesworks In medl management as ppropriate, to ensure Justin, the company, and 

ts team are posit oned In a positive llght. 

• Define target aud nces and Identify areas of focus and sens i ty . 

• Rev w, refine, and help to create all existing communlc.1tlons mate als and Incorpora te 

consist nt, unlf1ed messaging, Including but not llm ted to, bollerplat s, talk ng po nts, pr s 

releases, statements, event and appearance mater ,lals, promotional language, and more . 

• Curate statements. bad(ground nformatlon, and responses for press. 

• Provide Inpu t on prll!SS inquiries as appropriate nd l alse w ith reperters through this time of 

crl,sls to fil ter through opportunities and determine wh ich are valuable to Just n, Wayfarer 

Studios, and executives' overall profiles and reputat ions. 

• anage and oversee any potentially negative stories and correct naccuracles, as necessary . 

• Wo with Jonesworks and team to moni tor rel vant cov rage and social conv rsa ons whll 

flagg ng, correcting, and upda ng as needed, adding statements, and bad(ground tems, and 

more In real time. 

• Perform media tra ining and prep sessions by dr ftlng nd revle ng ta lking points and 

fac litat ng a moc Int rview expe ence, as necessary. 

FEES & EXPENSES 

Term: 3 months I Agency F e: $15,000/month I Expenses: As Incurred 
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July 26, 2024: After extensive consultation and frustration over Reynolds’ and Lively’s ongoing 

threats, Baldoni and Heath inform Sony that Wayfarer will attend its own premiere. Given 

Lively’s heavy promotion of the Film, the likelihood of her boycotting seemed low, and her 

leverage appeared to be weakening as the event neared (or so they thought). However, Baldoni 

remained deeply anxious, fearing potential retaliation from Lively and Reynolds simply for 

attending his own premiere. 

 

That same day, an article surfaced about another director facing allegations of inappropriate on-

set behavior. Baldoni forwarded the link to Abel, adding his own remarks: “This is the shit I’m 

sure they want to do—unnamed sources, etc.” 
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Stephanie Jones 
just spoke to. am I call you quic'cty 

oh god I just saw your noto. 

we. c-an tatfc lat!r. 

whal was your feedbat.k to-- Jennifer Abel 

All !Sne sa10 was, 11m woot1ng wtttl !it&pn on 1h1s ou1 we 
hrJ1t r4'achad out to MeMss-a Nathoo for crtsl$ comms. 
St·eph hu Ui1gged some fssues and potenti-al conflict with 
us and Jamey and I are invosliga1ing and we will keep you 
pMUtd, And I'm like, ok: let ma know howl can Mlp, s1atih 
iU,st te,;ted me too and I'll call her biick. And that was it. 
Pretty short. l called you right afler 

.suprl~ you dkfn't wlNgh in wfth an opfnlon 

don'1 t'OIJ tt'llnk vou stiould also tel(t jumey rne~ th 
hOwwoteal? 

we a1ways dlscUSJi how she doesn't lead wl1h lntegoty. you 
say how sh;1dy she Is a" the time. Ju-st ktnda .suprised you 
wou&dn'I Weigh in whh lhAI, 

Jennifer Abel 
She hterally said she was into i1 with you and 1hat shl!-and 
Jnmcy wore lrwegtigotlog.. It wasn't th.11 open of a call 
Mle,e slle asg:d for my 0Plniof1, more of teln'ng me wrnlt 
was going on and thal she would keep me pos1ed 

And I said Ok I'll call s1,J>h She ju'!lil telCled me 

Ok I think sNlce we are •all on •hat ch,;1,t voo should .stiare 
wOh them how you foal about her 100 .so Wt! am honest and 
h's not Just me. 

dcfinltnly think; ft'5 lmponaot for you to \'Oleo conce,n to. 
thal'S why iha callitd you, 

-ihe smid yoo didn11 so thal kinda huru me 

I ~n call tw!t baek to fill Mt In 

I dfctn't Ml)' liln)'ll'ling OthOr tt,on wt,,1t I le~tcd you 

II wa~ ii quick: call 

in tr.t,niparem:y i think It woUtd be better to put on group 
te.l(l wilhtJ:s 

in tr.ansparency I thln1( It would be better 10 put on group 
t~I With us 

rt was e Qutck call 

Ah souy 

Slephanle Jones 
r11 ca11 1era , oon·r want to put anvtmllg e1se in wn1111,g 

Jennifer Abel 
S~ll!l made 11 sQem Ilka st)e was haf\dllng this-npat.11,e from 
us~ I dfdn't dig ln, and didn't want to gat more lnvol"vud. 1r 
they wanted to hrra 1;omeone neutrally from us 

Jen we 1alk about rots on text, it's ok 

she wanted you to cpine 

Let me c.Jll you bilck my fnend ~i.t got horo 

<>le 

ti's just 3 of us. you c,n pu1 in t~ic, or whiilit vou li!ll me Is 
UtJthful, 

I wo~ld tc-ol beue, if vou did be it ma:lces me feel like you're 
com)bQfaling Jennifer Abel 

Stop I'm not part ot that at alt. I'm not comfortab14 putting 
it ln Wflting. I'll rm her in on the- of lt a!I, I'll cell her 
IOlflOftOW becauwl' m with 0e0Dle now and going to a 
mcwle aflf!r this. 

help me under$tan<I why you don't w.1nt to put she's shady 
a(ld we don't wa"t \O wo,k with he, tn wfltlng. you don'I 
have to u!e her name. 

doe1n't add up. 

I love you and thls is ktlling me 

Stephanie Jones 
U,ls mal(e.s me $3d 

you don't !lave to put l'ler name, 

1 lo\le you 10oyou h.av@ to trust mal Pls,thb: 1$(10, worlh 
stressing ov~f 

we need hone.5ty a-nd lronspiJrenc.y 
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July 26, 2024: Amid the turmoil surrounding Baldoni, and over two weeks after submitting her 

resignation, Abel emailed Jones to express gratitude and assure her of no “ill will.” However, she 

remained resolute in her decision to leave Jonesworks. 
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Jennifel\Abel 
• Ok sounds good wil l connect all of us at 4pm 

f1'9"1.~!~ 

Stffl• Flldat. j,J,y ~. 2Cll4 •'Ot PM 
To:S,..,._ 
8'i0jllc1! 111!~ '11>11 

Fri, Jul 26 at 1,37 PM Justin Baldoni 

Video of Francis Ford Coppola Kissing 'Mega lopolis ' Extras 
Surfaces as Crew Members Detail Unprofessional Behavior 
on Set (EXCLUSIVE) 
Variety 
tt:News 

This is the shit that I'm sure they want to do - unnamed 
sources etc 
Just sharing - I know I know -

fntgllll, I- IO tll'( 11911< \IOU le!""' Cllf we lnill I ~dlo\'8 ago I uir, ar,ct l,n tollQ!Jltd,lt.11Nl,OU 1n411W o"Cl\ql IOOf ........ , "°"°" -11!1 .. IO 

19"98,.._...,DMOUWOl\"Qt~ l • f'Olll)'OU.-V~90<"9~tla!W1111WOCll.c,nonlllro1"Cl,w""a:r>andr.t 1!,ngllQl'CIOdoltlOllillDhl -
l~,w-fflt .... ~O,-tl•not111W'-ft"'°'lc:a,o.4 1•1tallfl'll)C1 .... I0111N- • l~-Oll)'OU-l#l .. "'IA'H~I/Mfl'f0//plaf 

S-11~,.s IIIMilltlfllbtlg&IDtol~tbcoltll' •-~"""- f 1Ny,_. .. ,~IIIIOl-t~N-11Ur .. -'Jl_....,,~11-c, 
NCl,I0~-11•_...'or,_,.IIICIP' lleoll)'CIIIOIIMoltM~---tcr•r- .,_,IWWIIIOIO ... f,ell«IIOll""'IINIO'~IOODIIIObMwHn11lt OI 
~,w.....,, .. .,~,..,. ....... ,,W)'Olldc!wll I W..M,apollMolcylorP11yNltll\.oltl;I. r111110•ll'WClot ~tg411w,11.. ·- o,11,e.,.ylC,-

IOf'O!) IM'llVv,l\ftt, ,_ ~"' M,,.,, ,raVl'(I Pf00'"' 110<¥ ~"lf"4 l"'-1-INIIOS ll>"'(l(l'. Of\ It .... ""C't rry~ r'CI IM- ~-111'1 • QOOCI 
~_,. ti,...,on U. w~p I ,,ood loi,."'°" i-1 ge1.,,po,,,t -

YMl&Jolt'l!t_,llle..._"U'f_. -,~\IOU-11\ l'-ltogtNY''Of,.._.~'l'lkl,_0--11'4-)'C)U'!,q...i•~IM-)'Oll,...,.~NIP•'fO'I' 

IIJil"I'"" I _If NI,.. .. NdVie""'-";Mllly IO ti.•"~ 111'11 -- , ,_ ._, ,. )Wq,t,q iwdW This COl'IIIW1t ,011 ..... • • ._,...,...i • M -• 
""" .... """"' '•~ I oa- I Oc,'IUI~ •or~ bl.A l oo l,IO;tl)(<lt ,nvw,I t ,..,.contQI~ IO l'QIII u O'!..,. .,., ........ , .... uo .... ou.o~ at!Ofl'~""",,. C)UI~ 
)'N(t , .i,,e .. flttt_ .. __ ~,,... ... _ 

ldi>INlil'l-wy•Npot,,tNllaxt,,utlDll'IO','tlOMl/ddltlf'/lt~ layN•ilhhtlYf~,.C·IN-11Nll-lllwl~N11,_"..,_ll'OIII 
)<ll'a,IIW!Olllhltl'II"',_,.• "'10""~ 11.,-,-,peth-lt>t..-,Ml~l-~you1n,,.,,1 .. ua-.a,,....,,nd1ClilleOQMdlnt ...... l W1Y>tW~ 

U Inly GnO'MUO 1181011,. lhOul y(Mf aippon I...,.. ID -you ho,,_ I 0111_ NI .... 11011 llllO hM IU'l8CI you in llt PIil, NI --.11 nol-OO!llJIIOl ,l '- · I hM 
WI ,_..,,,,a.1o19 g,.,. __ ,.,, ,..~ l'lld. rd .... ,~ I h.ty.-,on. ard .... b lnon:lel ID pw, , .. ,_ lollockw.fl1"y pr,r.,,_.,, -caltcl-dlll 

lll,.._Z3-.~lboc>a•llltl">'ollffltla-1tall"COll-.cn10t11.. 
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July 30, 2024: Sony and senior marketing executives inform Heath and Abel that Lively has 

demanded Baldoni conduct his junket interviews on a different day than hers, further ostracizing 

Baldoni. Abel pushes back, arguing that this would signal to the press that something was wrong. 

Ultimately, Abel is able to find a compromise and they agree Baldoni would conduct his 

interviews separately from the rest of the cast at a different hotel but on the same day. 

 

July 31, 2024: Social media "detectives" begin to notice Baldoni's absence from the promotional 

content being posted online.  

 
 

August 2, 2024: Recognizing the extreme measures Lively and Reynolds were taking to 

undermine Baldoni—excluding him from the premiere and press tour, spreading negative rumors 

within his agency, isolating him from cast events and promotions, and engaging in strongarm 

tactics to take control of the Film—Baldoni and Heath decide to retain Nathan and TAG. Baldoni 

and Heath did so after Abel learned from Nathan that a negative story was being circulated 

among media contacts, labeling Baldoni's religion as a "cult" and accusing him of "fat-shaming" 

Lively. In response, TAG prepared a 'scenario planning document' with rapid response strategies, 

key messaging, and other, standard crisis PR deliverables. Feeling uneasy, Baldoni texts Abel for 

reassurance. She responds, in part: “TRUTH is your defense.” 
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Comments V 
• • • 
0 34n1 

How come Ryle's character isn't in any of the 0 
promo stuff? 2 

Reply 

• 

0 1 

0 7m 
i have been wondering 

this too especially since the actor is also the 
director 

Reply 

• • 

(~ 
45m 

From the trailer it looks great . I have to be honest, 0 
my heart bleeds for the film cast we wanted and 10 
setting or their ages. 

Reply 

c, ,m 

A momenl for Blake's hair 0 
ReplV ... • -- -34m 
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0 

<• 
PR Thread w/TAG 

Fr,, Aug 2 al 5: 52 AM 

Wayfarer Studios 
pdf Scenario Planning.pdf 

PDF 00CUNl8l'l1 87 KB 

Hi all - as promised, sending 
our scenario planning document 
here before our call. Looking 
forward to discussing this in 
greater detail, and to the groups' 
thoughts and feedback. Thank 
you! 

)LISI n 

Just read 
Please note this is my 3rd film as 

8 a director - not my first 

Yes, apologies making that 
correction 

pd! 

Wayfarer Studios 
Scenario Planning 
(1).pdf 
PDF Oocumeni 88 KB 

(J:l 

" .. Justin Baldonl 
MOrn4no 
Nol 1n k>\t<, wllh tho documon1 tht,y senl -
No11u,o l1m '"'"Mr,g tNJ ptOUtclk>n I 1el1 on lhe c;aU 

JanAlfe~Abel 
This is lhd ttfsl time. r'ft personal!)' gooe ifu"OUgh scenario 
plarm.ng ~th lham so I think lbfs ~I them discuss the 
u,tnlitlng b4!hll"IO IM doa,,pe,,t and the llC~u.111 p(OCU$ •nd 
ljlfOIOCOI of~ lhcV fmpfc.m'l!t'll UWM \hlngs , T hat's ltJ.c 
mo~l ~l part of lhls ls how q uit. tty tP\at can shul 
thlng1 down and pl&ee st.ortu In your f.wot. ee hone.st on 
this c.ll •f'CI lel'5 give rul fe.edboc.k to eactl pofot. Justin Baldonl 

=~:~l~:!t!:~::7ng m~:!~~::~e.: :~~h :tan1.• 

JennlfelAbel 

something jlnt A bi1 c-once-rnk,g What flve,vone h•d 
oe1glna~y 1hoUgtit 

Tho I.Nth "5 YoUt defense.... YOIJ have dooe noth"'-g wmng 
•M lhff fl ;,s oYer a vear worth 01 racts and J)ap&r 1ralls •~ 
people \.'\'ho can go on baciCground H )'OUr detttnsd , TWt 
dOciJmant k; an avo""6-W. And I ,hlhk u me s•tiJaUon 
evol<Jed, -and as It has become rea~rlld grea1 ~tl"ls 
sno has gone 10 1n «oer 10 Cl.It you out or not jus1 tM fiilm 
bul p,vma, thu p1omiere, • t~ wo oead to pntpare u ft t.N'I 
W.11 air.a g,o lr»'OUQh any Qreal tonvl.h.s wtlh J)fOt.s_ n•s • lJOOd 

• 1ning ,, W8 atl P'~ld fQt the \¥0r51 OUICOf'l'\e bctcal.lS1t INn 

( iJ ,t tmd ~n Jl'-5 l'\O\ u bad, we a.re OVER prepared -

Jennifer Abel 
It's my undotstandktg - It: already 111 O\IOf that but I'm 
horo to hefpt 
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In her CRD Complaint, Lively cherry picks text messages between Abel and Nathan, stripping 

their exchange of critical context:  
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CRD COMPLAINT 

"'_ .. '°" ___ ..,.._..,,._ __ . _ _ _ ....... :.:-..:.--- - ......... _ 
.......... -1( .. 

-=:?..~ __ 1_., __ _ __ , _______ --.. ·---·--------..... -- ..,_ ... 

,_ ----____ ,,, .............. ............ ...... ~- .._,...,_. ................ -..... .. -.... -- _.,,, .. 

- --4- -·--~-~==-=-r-r- ... _,...., ..... - _.. ... ..,~ .. 

TRUTH 

Youanofeour,,edotha1c,,,11do 
mink ha needs w ~- rm gong ta 
rx,,~Bysendvoo.omtthif'IQ 
hwiUl~mtand~onlha 
lk»)n1 toarmyo.,belor.1hisc,ij. I 
ttW\k ~gl.f)'S°"d lobe Loogh 
shawthl- uno;th ol. Whll fPP, 
e.n dOln thae liCtMf"los. He ..,.,,,,a 
IO feel Ille WI c,n be ~teet... 

01-i... ... -- ... WOOCMfOOa.lMdlWcatl'~ 
c,.,«!tw-,, .. 'fi,l!IIWllfO ICUIMdo 

blcauwtfllltCIOllld\Jffl' ut ln.flotOf -

~'-"11'11'1~11!'ldawntahm 
•ca\fM11'8Mlvorwl~,_.. 
W.Wl'IOOIOl*W~---dolflll 
V.;io-"911o1M W$'MlfiG I,.._ 

OI ~noc, lM I tNl'l ... _ot __ 

II rt'l~oontOQtlOI\ htts.~lhlt 
"41h-v, .... Ow,,-. 
StressK.Hg'IWl~Y 

Mfl' jUst needs io be educ,;ied on 
how~ process WOfk$ 

Yaunclly ,.,.,, ma,t,o 1"'1\ '­
Vo,J 1ppotc:h 1h41 Bahll ltw.Q 11'111 
..... Mdnolici8o! lhisH)prO,JClhar,d 
wt"f/M CA'\

11 be pn>M:(Ne H \In! 
NW no Ids~ sht,wi cameouc 
"41h -

HtlliO~ comf'aaORM .II 
w:1,m~w., .. 
'Nalldnotw«yl~lli ne 

E.a.actly, HeCWl'l ll:>Ok.guilty tttW 
"'llhyc,g-fn,m~swf l 

EXCLUDED 

EXCLUDED 

EXCLUDED 

EXCLUDED 

EXCLUDED 

EXCLUDED 

EXCLUDED 

EXCLUDED 
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August 3, 2024: Social media chatter begins to intensify, with users questioning, “Why is Justin 

not in any of the promos?” 

 

 
 

 

August 4, 2024: Abel and Nathan commiserate about the situation, with Abel jokingly 

suggesting they plant negative pieces about Lively. While Nathan understands Abel’s comments 

are lighthearted, she responds seriously, advising they wait to see how the next few days unfold 

and stay vigilant. Nathan also notes being aware of a story from Lively's camp intended to hurt 

Baldoni's reputation. Both agree to stay alert and avoid taking any hasty actions. 
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1,3a August 3, 2024,, sG ID 

Comments 

_ 
1 

Why Justin Balcfoni i_s. not in any of lhc promos 
they been doing?? They don' t even follow on 
instagtam!! 

- - 2h 
/ - um absurdo isso, a1e p0rquc 

se nao fosse o intercsse dele nunca tcria 
$3fdo do papel!! Adoro o Justin e queria ele 
na divulg.o<;io U 
Repfy see tmnilatlon 

·, 'h 

He"s the director and a main character, it 
make no sense!! 

Reply 

' " ...:_ 
They shared a video wfth 

Justin yesterday, but deleted It right after. I 
don't care 1f they don't follow oach othor, t 
iust w~nt to see him J)f'0mo1in9 the movie 
1.-.n I hnno ho Oc o~ :i,lt,:,.r hoinn in tho 

1:3s August 3, 2024 ., sG ID 

Comments 

0 bet Reed Morano is 10 blame . 0 

Hide replies: 

C 1h 
0 Where's the one with Justin? t,.v 1, 0 
6 

Reply 20 

1h 

..:fl 0mg we have ro wait-1ha1 . is the trick? 0 

0 
Reply 

9 

0 
• h 

- -
0 .• Wait tor what?! Really, I'm srow! 

Ate they playing with us? They shared a I 
video or Justin yesterday 1 then de~ted it 

0 from all their socials. • • 

7 ~eply 

Hide fc.,plla-s 
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August 5, 2024: Baldoni's first full day of press began before 6:00 AM. Later that morning, he 

shared a link with Abel to an article on celebrity “bullying” that had appeared on his Twitter 

feed. Given the circumstance that Baldoni had found himself in, the article's timing resonated 

with him as he was understandably feeling bullied, so he took a screenshot and sent it to Abel.  
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( G • 
Melissa Nathan 

You ccukl've stayed at my 5pt 

v 
Jennifer Abel Gi,\4 

Haha I apprecia te that but I'm 
making ttiem pay for a nice hotel 
and room service 

I'm starv ing lol 

I'm having reckless thoughts of 
wanting to plant pieces this week of 
how horrible Blake is to work with 

Just to get ahead of it 

She's putting us through hell 

CD 
Am I already of f the records Spoke 
to lhe editor Dally M a,I because 
she's my fne,,d 

She 's ready when we are 

What did she think 

• '"' 

4141¥9 
She's happy to do whateve1 

I'm following your lead about th is 

I 

We need to see t,ow the next two or 
~hree days go and keep cur ears to 
r!ie floe, and we liear every thing 
We are prepped and can do 
anything, but I don' t wanna rush . 

We already know .about one s tory m 
the works 

Let s 1ust keep across 11 you know 
that's what 's good about having 
these relatio nships is that we can 
move rea lly fast , 

Yes mas ter 

Ha 
It 's Just a delica te line we need to 
keep in mind that we know when to 
do 1t and when not to do 1t 
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August 5, 2024: That evening, unbeknownst to Baldoni and Wayfarer, Lively and the rest of the 

cast attend a META screening of the Film at The Roxy Hotel. The event includes a Q&A session 

with Colleen Hoover and the cast—with everyone except Baldoni. This exclusion further 

highlights Baldoni’s deliberate sidelining. Fans and journalists quickly notice the absence of the 

Film’s director and co-lead, sparking online chatter and fueling rumors about tensions behind the 

scenes. The incident underscores the growing divide and continuing efforts to exclude Baldoni 

from the Film’s promotion. 
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Jtnnifer Abtl 

.. 
Justin S.ldonl .... -....,~ ,.._,.,,..,.,.,......,......_ 

"""' ........... .....,_,.....,... .. ,..,. 
- · 

·-- .. 

ft Q f21M ~ B 

This is: wtw:1 "'• \"1NJld ncad 

Yeo I l te<ioly 1\111 IPol<e to Mehsa tbolst this on tilt Ina~ 
•bolst ..tlot .,. dl>W...cl ~St nillht for ooclol and O."il tal 

'Sho wan1$ to lntfllNHtW me 
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August 6, 2024: At the premiere of the Film in New York, Baldoni is instructed to walk the 

carpet separately from the rest of the cast. However, he is quickly ushered off the press line when 

it is announced that Lively is on her way. Once inside the theater lobby, security escorts Baldoni 

and his family to the basement to prevent a potential encounter with Lively and the cast. They 

are then taken to a basement stockroom for holding while Lively, Reynolds, and the rest of the 

cast walk the pink carpet. After the lobby clears, Baldoni, Heath, and their friends and family are 

ushered to a small theater at the end of the hallway for a separate screening. 

 

 
 

August 7, 2024: Articles about a potential cast feud began circulating online, and social media 

chatter intensifies. Audiences take notice that the cast had "unfollowed" Baldoni, and fans 

observe that he was absent from any promotions. This confirms Baldoni’s team and Sony’s long-

standing concerns: the situation was overshadowing the Film. Baldoni and Wayfarer feared it 

would also undermine the Film’s message. 
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August 7, 2024: Nathan texts Abel, “this is the time to make a decision on social planning…. 

Would rather be in the front [than] in the back—and it costs way more in the back.” Abel 

responds, “Do you think we need it?” Abel remains unconvinced that any changes are necessary. 

Nathan and Abel continue to do the work outlined in the TAG scope of services which at this 

stage involved Monitoring coverage and social conversations, correcting and updating stories & 

headlines in real time. 
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S THEU.S . ~ un USEd1tlon v S(!~rd, Q. Sign in (:,. 1 

News S~rt LlfM-tylc TV Entert,unmcnt Money Tuh Motor~ Tr.1vc-l Mort 

Ce1~brity Mus.le Kard.ashJans 

<• < 
Jen Jen 

Phew 

Thank god for you 

Do you think we need it? 

From what you're seeing 

Because we have also a planned 
response if needed 

Considering all of the interviews he 
is doing between now and Friday 

Not this second. But it's one of 
those better sale than sorry. 
But from what I'm saying, I don't 
think you need it this second. 
But just want to be really, really 
aware . 

I am an over la1,1,er . Because vou 

Just to be aware. 

Oh God, Famous Last Words .Je:n . 

This might be a fight, but we will 
come through ii well. 

That's all that matters . 
llltl' ~• a.,i;:,9";1,:1 1 I.I~)' dllU 

Justin Baldoni and C~I~ 
Hoover? It's startlng to show up all 
over Tiktotc: that there's drama 
between t,hem all. AJ$O they 
unfoliowed each other 

tt read that 

The I'm 

0 W E R T Y U 0 p 

A S D F G H K L 

J•n 

Wed, 7 AlJU al 11 52 

We can't change that headline - it's 
not a place that would it's clicls bail 
and it's reporting on what happened 
( which did happen) 

We need to concentrate on the big 
media and socials 

Bui monitor that article heavily 

Ok copy 

I think we really need to put the 
social combat plan then into motion .. 

We are heavily monitoring trust me 
And have our fnendlres updating us 
as well 
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August 8, 2024: Online chatter escalates, and "cast tensions" become the headline across major 

publications. 
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<• 

I am an over planner. Because you 
know soc1als4, 

Understand . We should get on a call 
with Jamey tooay 

We will likely have a break around 
1130 

Ei 

From my friend at TMZ 

• Justin Baldon, t,ps h11tlng our email 
about his beet with Blake and 
Colleen Hoover" 

What are the tips 

I asked that was rny follow-up 
question 

If we can kill before we do the today 
show 

Nothing to kill right now, don't worry 

-
A S O I O H J l 

11-.e111an~tonbc.,ca<Ml\o 
MIS in SMdMarlG lhen as• 
d,.ic:to, <lod P,l!S$ ,-.p ... ,i tty 

N>d t/,e,,IU'S,1 t,p/ 1,-..Y ,-IIK~ 
lollowtlct 

lol Q 
lholo~ • 

lfMCS• 

11·,1~ 

BMeft .lnything ebout llle fflO\iiO 
fhe ...,.q ttw,gb~ fll;II 

No no thank 9Qd 

Jen 

We are heavily monitoring trust me 
And have our friendlies updating us 
as well 

Can you call Jamey and get the free 
light? 

Green light 

Q 
Sorry we are back in press • 

Variety: 'It Ends with Us' Review: 
Blake Lively Stars in a Romantic 
Soap Opera That Turns Dark and 
Stays Convincing 
https://variety.com/2024/film/ 
reviews/it-ends-with-us-review-
bl ake-Iively-1236097332/ (https:/f 
variety.com/2024/film/reviewsµt... > 
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sheknCJ.Ns 

Why Fans Tltink Blake Lively, Justin Baldoni & U,c ll End~ \\1Jt11 Us Cast I lad a Dramatic 
Falling Out 

·oailyRl'1il 
.com 

Home I Showbiz I TV I Polities 

""'""''"'"" 
LEARN MORE with SAP I 

SAP Business Al can help automate 
~pie can focus on innovation. 

It Ends With Us fans are convinced 
there's a huge feud between Blake Lively 
and Justin Baldoni - here's why 
• Blake, 36, and Justin, 40, didn't pose for any pictures together at the premleni 
, The Gossip Girl alum also unfollowed her costar on lnstagram recently 

By LILLIAN GISSEN FOR DAIL YMAILCOM 
PUBLISHED: n:20 EST, 8 August 2024 I UPDATED: 14:15 EST, 8 August 2024 

n @ x tf w,, 

THE TAB 

HIWS l!lrffl!R TAINMl'NT lAl! H0$ OAM.IHO Pourres OPINIOtrt 

All the juicy evidence the cast of It Ends Wrth Us are 
secretly beefing with Justin Baldoni 
They've all sucklef'N'YtJnk>llowed him and are skipping Questions about him in interviews 

I MON'THS- 00 

(I EH~l l nil~ 

The in.sanely anticipated It Ends With Us releases In cinemas tomorrow1 but il seems there1s 

already some major rension bc1wcen the cast a.nd Justin Baldoni, leading some fans to think a 

sec-ret feud is going on behind the stenes, 

And I won 1t lie, the evidence of a feud seems prcuy convincing as the new cast and author 

COiieen Hoover have unloUowed /ustin Baldoni, and he's beingco,npletelyglossed over in 

Interviews about It Ends Wl1h Us. 

/usdn playsthe role of Ryle in the film, 1he love in1mstof LIiy Bloom played by Blake Llvely. 

Alongside starring as. the main man of the film he's also the director, talk about spinning plates! 
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August 8, 2024: At 10:11 a.m. (PST), Nathan and Lively’s publicist, Leslie Sloane (“Sloane”), 

reach an agreement whereby neither will communicate directly with a reporter prior to informing 

the other. Nathan states, “I am not doing one thing without speaking to you,” to which Sloane 

responds, “Me either.” Just nine minutes later, Sloane breaches her agreement with Nathan by 

engaging with a reporter at the Daily Mail. Sloane actively continues her discussions with the 

Daily Mail reporter, seeding false information to cast Baldoni in a negative light. To divert 

attention from Lively's tyrannical behavior on set, Sloane attempts to portray Baldoni as the 
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S THEU.S . 
un USEdr~Ck'I v So.uch Q. Sl i111r"I 1.:. 

Now, Sport TV Entcrt;a 1n m 1111t Mo n,iy Toch Motor 1, Tra~I Mo ro-

From: 
Dato: Thursday. August 8, 2024 at 4:35 PM 
To: Stephanie Jones 
Subjeot: Comment request RE: Justin Baldoni feud rull'IOOI 

HI Slephnn,IG 

I hope y0u are botll wen My 1141111" 1s ,nd I'm a reponer w.11'1 The lndependenL 

I'm approaelli11t9 you '°' comment in reoruds 10 181'1 apoculalion 11'1&1 JustJn Baldon! and Blake Uvely had a falling out dunog productlo<'I on 11 Enda with 
Us. Severol fans on 60Cial media have l)Oinled out that Uvetv and Colleen Hoover no longer roaow Baldonl on ln.stagram and they have also noted 
that Uvoly and 8aldool d!dni appear in pltotog1aphs together at tho US premiere. 

WOUlcl you be wllling to respond to these 1oud rumors? 

W,um rogar<IS" 

US Enlt nalnmtDI Rtpontr 

!be ·~· Nf v,YortO~u 

llnJllltOI <I} uk 
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antagonist, stating, “The whole cast doesn’t like Justin, nothing to [sic] do with Blake.” She 

doubles down, insisting, “I’m telling you, she’s a liar. They are panicking as the whole cast hates 

him.” Sloane also threatens the reporter, saying, “The entire cast I will have go on the record... 

this needs to hold.” 

Nathan’s texts with Sloane: 

 
 

 

Sloane’s texts with Daily Mail reporter:  
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< 

.August S 2024 
Leslie Sloan 
Happy too I land ,n less than 2 hrs 

Me either 

Melissa Nathan 
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Oft ~•ne like wha t Dall,- MaU Reporter 

~Ut'S • fol 'to ...... ., 
HtgardinQ.s,robsonthfMi 
lnvotvlng her and .J&atln baldonl 
end fallwt ·Dl'IOf t htt wtlh Olau 
bmQ lllbofed ditrlltlAt and • 
powerstrugglebisting 

That• 1000 percent untrue 

81Jt t don't Wint tO go on ~ ally i\Iall Report er 

Your into Is toianv off 
Dwy Mail Reporter 

There Is dfUlrtv NINCHne 
Oolno on be ·• cold trom thr'IM! 
ror,orten and none of thmn aro 
me 

To: Leslie S loane 
Dail y Mail Reporter 

I 'm just the only one not a fra id to 
rea ch out to u lol 

You have it all wrong 

Your reporters are so wrong 

Tolct Mo• ooc;,o • :.r0DaU y !Vlail Reporter 

Okoy I'm just Boing s t raight up 
w it h you be that i s h ow I roll 
always . I 'm coming to u be I 
actu ally llko Blclko a nd don't 
wan t D ailymai l t o f uck wit h h er. 
O no o f t hem s.aid t hat Blo k e and 
Ryan insisto d o n rewri t in g t ho 
movie and ano ther t h at s h e go t 
very opi n ionated ove r direct o r ial 
issues 

!:ont 00 To:<t MOOOO<QO 

Do you wanna r ing me whe n you 
land an d I ' ll te ll th e m tha t t hey 

Daily Mail Reporter l o Le5lle Sloane 

Yes please as thus info is all 
wrong 

She didn ' t requ ire script runs 
nothing to do with this She 
produced the f ilm snd gad a cut 

wtf is going on. The whole cast 
doosn ' t Uko Justin nothing yo do 
with Blake 

011ily l\lail Report e r 

Like I said t ho the report ing Is 
tho t th cro were •s•ucs hotwco n 

produced the f lllm snd gad a cut 

wtt is going on. The whole cast 
doesn ' t Cike Justin nothing yo do 
with Blake 

Dail y i\lta il Reporter 

·'t.fka I 1said ,ho tl\Wftl rj~ I .• 
·tha t there -re issuH bat -en 
her and .lus tl n •• weN as others 
and that Justin foun d it difficu lt 
to wori( w ith her. One of t M se 
ropo rt ors known io cJoH wHJ, 
Slep h Jones be they used to 
atwe1ys g e t Tom brady Gise41e 
shit and Stoph rops hi m I 
believe . . _ I told them !!he is awful 
:ind to not refv Of'I anything she -~ 

I ' m telling you she's a Liar. They 
are panicking as the whole east 
hates hi m 

I prom i.so s.ho is lying 

This will not look good for your 
site 

The enti re cast I will I-lav e ao on 
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August 8, 2024: That same day, Jones, attempting to reinsert herself into Baldoni and Wayfarer's 

good graces while sidelining Abel (despite both representing the same firm), contacts a Daily 

Mail reporter about a story on Baldoni and Lively. Abel, at the direction of Baldoni and 

Wayfarer, previously instructed Jones not to speak to the press due to the fragile truce with 

Lively’s team. Despite this, Jones brags to Wayfarer about “trading calls” with the Daily Mail to 

appear engaged with the account. Notably, at the time, Wayfarer and Abel were unaware that 

Sloane had breached her agreement with Nathan. Sloane and Sony later discover that “someone 

from Baldoni’s team had been communicating negatively to the media.” It was clear that Jones 

was the source, and Wayfarer’s leadership, along with Sony, were livid. All parties were 

desperate to avoid an all-out conflict between Lively and Baldoni just as the Film was about to 

be released. 
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To: Leslie Sloane 
D,tily Mail Report e r 

I'm telling you she's a liar. They 
are panicking as the whole cast 
hates him 

I promise she is lying 

This will not look good for your 
site 

The entire cast I will have go on 
record 

Daily Mail R eporter 

Can u give me anythi ng at all on 
what the issue is then if i t's not 
her and it' s him 

No im in a plane and this needs 
to hold 

Daily Mail Reporter 

Sounds good I'd like to c lear thi s 
shit up 
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0:: WayfatetSlllllios 

Leil won, for - Shes Deel\ very rrk;e In past so ¥1l1 get ~11s ~~t,d 

Bcgln forwarded message: 

From: 
Oato: 
To:Jenn,er 
Waylate!St 
Subfoct: c-a11 fo, commont 

Tll\A, A1J9 8, 20Zil at 8.~ AM 
, Jusun Baldon! 

HI, I'm a reporter tor DailyMail.com and I'm currently working on a story sum>unding 
the recent rumors that there was a feud between It Ends With Us costars Blake 
Lively and Justin Baldoni. 

People on s()(ial media are tatk,ng abo\,t how lhey didn't pose 109ether at tl'le 
premiere or do any press together. 

I wanted to gl11e you a chance 10 respond to those rumors Please let me know II you 
have any comments Thank you, 

DaDv 1llcd om 

-· p o n ""'"' YCII< , uia l\n!)E!!lllS S\Olle', 
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Mnu.s,• 
Tl"lu, •uo 8 •' Q l04M 

and we all lmow I would never ever .say Blake is 10 
blame. 

I'll contact Sony comms now as I know this is isn' t 
tNe . 

Jt--,IINlfl 

Do not context anyone at all nght now. 

Contact 

I'm sorry for being direct bur I need It to be direct. 
I don' t want any messaging with anyone right now. 
So I am officially needing that to be understood . 

To clarity again, I have not spoken to Daily Mall. 
The above isn't true . 

I also don't believe~ r - at Sony are saying 
that above. Quote also has spaces as lf ii was just 
being drafted. 

i am not contacting press but is concerning If -
or- are saying I have escalated this as I haven't 
even touched this. I am going to contac t them. 

Stephanie. As your client and the one pays for the 
services , I am stating to not contact anyone 
regarding wayfarer or Sony at this lime. If you do 
after this text, it will be a major problem. This 
needs to be respected now. 
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August 8, 2024: Nathan and Abel are left to deal with the fallout from Jones inserting herself 

into the situation. 
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<• 

Jennifer Abel 
Damn I wanted to tell you something 
funny 

Steph chimed Into that daily mail 
article and then screen shot it and 
sent to Jamey and Tera and was like 
I know her I will handle and she will 
kill it and Jamey told her to stand 
down because you're handl ing 

Made me giggle 

She Just fucked us up 

This 1s making sense now 

She didn't resp0nd though 

She sent that to me and the team 
not lhe writer 

• Jo n 

+ 

l'tn 

OWERTYU I OP 

ASDFGHJKL 

She's Just ruined our strategy 

.-was fucking holding 

Am so fucking pissed 1en 

I just told Jamey 

Yep I saw Lesley message 
And now the stud to is calling SJ 

She's ruined our whole strategy 

I'm fucking furious I can't do tl11s 
shit 
Is this real 

She's now pushed ..-.,, lo wnte 
more 

41¥ifWl41W 
Oh my fucking god am at a loss 

SIOPwtlv 

0 • 

Whllr?I 

S IOP 

0mg 

jl,,JCl I~ wo~ Mid ~,11 __ , !aat 

AlldWtanoc,(b totunliRf lfO''t 
As.I> 

• 
r±l 

Also not sure when we are putting 
thh:up 

TllC'N'T' 1$ 0Q W,ty WIS will dn il big 
5\ory with OM 
No one evl'tn knows we hnve h,m 

S...e said Stephl)niO, sc maybe 
Ste phanie is Involve-ctn 

Vweird 

What?! 

Stop 

<• 

• Jen 

.. ' 
=-

:--- --. 

:::.:.':-o!i'::':!: ... 
59_0,,,.., ___ _ 

....... _"_"' - · 

• Jen 

Oh my tucking god am al a loss 
We ware perfect 

I can't believe this 

01< am looking at Lesley 
screenshots 
She hilS direct line- to OM 
Wl10 lms told her what SJ has Sflld 

I think I need to talk to Leshe so she 
knows it's me and sor1 a joint s tory 

This 1s my only move I've got next 

ltoldjamey 

We had a soft nice plan that was 
working 

I had the head of Sony call me about 
this 

Can you loop me in with Les lie is she 
on a plane? 

I can text with her too 

We are about to take off 

I want her to know it's not me and 
we have been honoring this 
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e 
Jen 

I want her to know it's not me and 
we have been hono ring this 

You know it correct? 

1@ -
I'm horrofoed. That 's the last r will 
say. 

Okay, I just texted her. She's on the 
p lane coming back . I'm wa1t1ng for 
her to get back to me. 
Let 's try and calm the situatoan all 
the way clown 

Once s he responds , then I w ill set a 
call for us three or a group chat 

My sister said she 1s so furious, so 
I'm hke :,e 

,.r.,aaz:..:&Jsa:a 

Jon 

ln1 goini , to ask Lest,e ,t we c an do a 
group tex1 and updat e her on the 
requ ests 11,coming lh3t we are ,,ot 
we,ghlng 1n on, 

She needs to help kill that NYP story 
she planted im still in shock 

Of course 11's the only th,ng that 
could blow up and it's my sister. 

Thu. 8 A.ug al 12:0~ 

• BoKoffietl O'lflfNndtlr. tOf Sony's 

II Endtl WJTl'I U, arv really s:vo,,g . ....., i. 

,....1Wri11 0, lhe 8'81(• uw.ly toffHltWn 

.-.n"l. ,,. W:• 1h19 ow, on tt... S20 mmlon 

tnlCklng. And ~t.e'a 

~OffidalyT~&xdMf.nd:i~now 

;&11:l fS on ROl1WI T~ott,. so l'n 

teko1hel.ll'lCMl'onS1S~ 

Now. my tilMIMHiJlyWt,Od'a,SCAI)'~ 

...... ,Ii., 

Jen 

-,::111r1 

Exactly 

Does Jamey see 11, 

She replied, more than happy to 
speak to you I'm landing 1n two 
hours. 

Everyone needs to coo l down and 
stop fuel ing the fire 

I need to have a shower and go 10 
my cl ient bu t you rnade the right 
dec,sion and I hope you know this. 

•Mi+ 
We are all on the same team 

Ancl I'm gonna tell her exactly that 

l know now more than ever 

•=M@h 
ThV. 8 Jr,.uq ,111 14 33 

Checking in to the hote l 

.t.l.C:M!IAA& 

She needs to help kill that NYP story 
she planted im still in shock 

Thank god 

Of course it's the o nly t11ing that 
could blow up a nd it's m y s rste r. 

Tllu, 8 Aug at 2~:02 

rn!IOn ~-

• 9ox oKic. for Son~ 

It En<I$ Wlth Vs _... rell!lly .strong , .,,_n If 

reviews of IN 81nke Uvely romodftlffl 

&!lnk\'1. 1"111-k• th& o ... ..- on \tl6 $29 rnillotl 

l~ng . /41'td IJQn~ to'1;~~ 

OffiQl.syTrovt;,4od ~nt;;fS b nqw 

Qt e. ~ i on Rouen Toma.tON,. so 1•• 

Wlkotkle\lnoe,foo$ 1$milllon, 

Now, my Utlt9 on H olfywooa"s sea')' SUIJ'Vl"HY 

eiamif'JOS W<Mk ... 



126 

 

 

 

 

August 8: 2024: Crisis mitigation specialist, Jed Wallace (“Wallace”), is engaged to assess and 

monitor all online and offline concerns related to Baldoni and Wayfarer, specifically pertaining 

to information received about a developing campaign to discredit and damage Baldoni, including 

his Baháʼí faith, and Wayfarer. Given the importance of the Film to Baldoni and Wayfarer, its 

success, and the critical support it would bring to the domestic violence survivor community, 

Wallace is asked to focus on analyzing online feedback and monitoring the overall sentiment 

related to Wayfarer, Baldoni, Lively, and others working on the Film. 

 

 

August 9, 2024: Early morning, Abel receives an inquiry from the Daily Mail. 
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• "" 
Jennifer Abel '" •'"' 

So appa~ndy - , is 
speaking to Leslie to get Slake to 
cu1 tt>eshit 

I think can get through this if 
;,st get U,at NYP piece killed and 
Leslie agrees to a truce fol M llssa Nathan 

Snot the fuck up 

Yes 

Good Lord, 1·1 be done ,n li,e 16 
monutcs C.m you speak then? 

c!) 

.;;;us 
Damn 

Want me to do clllYlhing 

Wow 

Ok 

Jesus 

Thie ;tommoct from wnJt hnpponocs 
ve,tcrday. --------~--
111 t~I you on tho ohonc howl kno" 
OO"-' I f.uiow I reolly v.cl 

,.a:aaazm:w,11211& 



127 

 

 

 

Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL     Document 50-1     Filed 01/31/25     Page 127 of 168

<• 

w,,., 

Ok 

Vos 

<• • 
.......... ltt;Q 

&i-id5Md18 

• 
I can tell you've done a lot of wonc 
here 

Nothing about betng unsafo. Fat 
oommen1,. SeJNal. 

Thank fueklng 000 

• 
That 't i'II f care :ibolJt 

<• • , ::ahe-.01$0 tlr,.1 nooe11 urne otf h•~r 
If l'mjUSf bl!lifv 1 m.ndh.llol h\;l11¥l•L:,' 
tli,11seoond '!ihl nuudsl\lf!-'~1 '110P 

olW'c.lu!-IV tNl'e l'i 
turn>.?lhing <'IS (i h\lmAJi being ~he IS 
ckwlQ thnt ls-1tlfoc11ngiM,::, r,1r 
ment:'llfy 

I: 

At bl'~ak:fast t>ul yes 

Tt'lll Ol"hl'!f ";IUil IS JUSI 0Qn50050 
And hon".!'St ty, the money th-:-IT'IOVIO 
I! ruaWg Is ruek1ng groa1 fOf 
guys ~'11.-0A,ol_l_Qf'I...,...... 

tl\""',-i~,....,.,...,....,... ,, ,,;,-_MCIOl!lt 
.,_. 111-0-1111~•1 cqi M- Dt.-,.a,v,, u,,,.11. 

<• 

c~11 me when you have <l second, 
pleilS!I 

..:., 

Is it tlorrib le to say that I doo't thN'lll: 
i t's that bad 

No, bee-au~ t know what we re! 
walchrng foe 

So all things conslO&red 1t looks like 
! rash and gosslQ 

tt looks like a plant from 81a1ce's 
camp trying to sleer the narrative-

Exactly 

L~l's ,us1 keep it steer.ig 1na1 way 
Ano you kl~• 1111< fuc,,ng ci"111 and 
flliWt r talk to her aga1r1 I swca.r to 
God 

Do we need to still worry aboul 
NYP" 

1•fl'I • 

Did Blake llvcty, Ju~t in 811fdon1 Hall(! 
<l Rift Over 'II En,ct<, With Us'? 
~euthing Ttl<TOOol.ers Think So 

fjjjFf :r\@lr-
She JISQ ,-is.I ne<:os ttme off hWsell 
I! rm Jusl being mindful ol ht.lrnan,ty I oan tell you've dooe • lot of work 

<• 

LOL 

Ooof 

• 
She pot 0"-' 0(1 hoki SO W(h"'19 
F()t h f'r 

Sa'{ !".OrtM prayou, lor U& JU!.IIO 

Fyi Stephanie i$ likely calling Leslie 
to "'cl&.ar hor name• about calllng 
daiEyma il 

Unbel ievable 

Tell her nol to answer 

This Is crazy 

So11ct mo Ihm scrnon!lhot car, you! 

Whatona? 

Just Iha oni:, saying she's callrng drn 

<O • ,.., 

I lee! tJetter aboul N YP 

Me too 

Sho said fihc w ill not recum that ca'I 

Slessecl be 

Wheo you come b.ick to Los 
Angelrn; . wr:, ilH." d<!1m,toly ltav•ng 

• • 
lt·iM\18 

ElCIUSIVE' I lf\Slt'I behind It Ends 
With Us feud rumots Just in 
0-ildom mado 8 lak<! l,.,.~+~ "s~J-
uncoml01 1.1bli• • -.ourcc,;; -.;,y 

es;,;,;;..;; 
l&UIIMl"i'tt 

AffQ &ISQ now W.hevo l.oll •e 100¼ 
tel111-1 \.J~ they al1!' not nl. 1\lir"'J 
anv1ningeitH 

No totally I agroo 

Oh thank god 

Anc:i vou've 11ad no more requaMs 

ALL Pics.S' 1-. ,;o ow,rwhetm 109 
Wovo co1lfused p-,op le 
So much rrmr:of,I m1t,i;a~1110 

,.,. 

<• 

Yeo 

• we Ml? crushing 1t on Rcdd11 .. 

• llrlrQ you Jre ~grMl'ICJ 

it's Going On 
1 Blake Lively and 
in Baldoni? 

The Cut on lnstagram: 
•After 1ho two ~v,o ke-pt 
tti.ir di&tMc• during the 
press 1our f« 'rt Ends Wit ... 
1n11, amCDti, 

Whal IS realty IFlll!fCSllOg' ,s lhul the 
cornmt..,ls C'51X!ciailv on ar1 out let 
like ttus ••re pro him 

E,:ctus1w I Truth. beh•nd II Ends 
With Us feud rumors Justin 
B,1ldo n 1 m.1de Bl ;1kc l 1vnl y "ltr 
\mcomfort ;,blr> ,;ourct?s ,;..:, 

<G • ,.. 
.. 'I)' M¥19-VOU (::In ht! 'Mell mt M 

aij becikiff ll~o::im,MatltfY'!;liorn. 

l'mJUSl~sa,, 1t \lQ&.8'1eep.bu1 
I h..1t s re.illy good n~ 10 YV 111,;t 

JCiWll liatieto~nyrnore~•h"Wla 
lodil'I 

So ¥e we in the ciear now?! 

Did we survive?! 

rt .s a,c;1u,11ty ren!ly f unny if you t h1rllG 
abol.11 It 

Het Yes I llad SO(ne peoP4e 1ext me 
too and t just didn' t fespond. The 
nar~t.M, on tine is so fr~ good 
and fans are slJI sti<:ting UI) fOf 
JU$tin and thtt'• litetaJly has be-et'l 
no piekup ot thO~ two artiel es 
wtjch is actuatty $hoek;ing to me. 
Butl Se(t thG as- atOl-al$lJC08$$,.M 
does.ll stin. 

41iff I've had v~ry few 

1 ilC!u3Hy think oecause 011111 Uw 
noise Md .ill th& sloncs pre-Uy mtiCh 
saying u,~ same thini;J that l l-:1nd a1 
{tOt losl ---------

In a r(.lal!y ,W?lrd way, ,r you t..now 
what l m~an, 

And n-othing about the articles 

Which is Wild 

Bec.ause it's too much pross 
So much mossag1119 
ll'sc.r:izv 
Every heijO l,ne Is o,fteren\ 

Ha! Yes I had SOtMt people 1ext ma 
too Md I Just dkfn"t respond. Tho 
norretfYO online ts so freal<Jng good 
end tans are $ti• $lie.kin; up lor 
M lln and there fiteraJly N s been 
no pfckup 01 those IWO lflk:les 
wtilch la actually stloddng to me. 
But I see this M • tota l socceu , as 
don.Ju$1in. 

You did soeh amazing work I -... 
..... 
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August 9, 2024: Heath calls Jones to clarify that, due to the sensitivity of the situation, he feels 

more comfortable with Abel leading communications rather than Jones. Heath reiterates that 

Jones should refrain from taking any action on behalf of Baldoni or Wayfarer until further notice. 

At the time, Heath was in Chicago with Baldoni and Abel, and they all agreed that Abel, with 

firsthand knowledge and the most up-to-date information, was the best person to handle 

communications. Jones does not take this well and launched into a tirade, insisting that she will 

speak to whomever she pleases, and that Wayfarer cannot stop her from "clearing her name." 

The day prior, Heath had texted Jones demanding that she not communicate with anyone on 

behalf of Wayfarer or Baldoni. 

 

August 9, 2024: Nathan, consistent with the pair’s agreement, sends a text message to Sloane 

containing an email she had received from a Daily Mail reporter. Unbeknownst to Nathan, this 

was the same reporter with whom Sloane had been communicating the day prior. Nathan 

confirms that she played no part in the story and tells Sloane, “I’m going to have to speak with 

him, but I’m just going to tell him nothing[.]” She adds, “Happy to chat to you beforehand if 

you’d prefer.” Sloane deliberately omits the fact that she had spoken with the reporter just 24 

hours prior, stating “Let me know how it goes.” 

 
 

August 9, 2024: During a red-carpet interview at the New York premiere, Lively stated, “The 

iconic rooftop scene, my husband actually wrote it. Nobody knows that.” This revelation 

regarding Reynolds’ purported contribution to the script raised eyebrows at Sony, who told 

Wayfarer that they “certainly need[ed] some clarity on public comments made about Ryan 

Reynolds potentially contributing writing services for the rooftop scene.” 
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Melissa Nathan 
Happy to chat to you tlefolehandif 
~dpreler? 

wlieSloan Q 
Let me know how it goes • 

Am on zoom call you nght bac~ 

r, OAucl 
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Wayfarer Counsel 

Page 129 of 168 

We Cfflalnly nffd some danty on~ eomnents made aboYt Ryan Reynolds polMt:aly co~no wreino 
Mln"IGe>fort.roollgp~ . 

Cen ')'0'1 pn:Mde eddi1'0nel inloml•kln on tho,, as ttle'1t - no con1rllc;ts . his HN10H - not in dutr, , n« ,s hi> 
n..-ne in thectedltS 

Thanks tc, d1udyin9. U semces were rendend, o!Mously- requn svned documentation snmedialely 

Mc-tic. 

YOU' NUIW,il\ ~MIid wt.th fTIII, b\f- lnordH to M.S:trPS~ d'ltS ,~,i;•. 

*referenced in complaint * 

August 9, 2024: On the day of the domestic release of the Film, Heath shares obse1vatio ns with 
Sony marketing, mging them to take the topic of domestic violence (DV) more seriously as paii 
of the Film 's rollout. This was a concern that Baldoni, Heath, and Wayfarer had long expressed 
to the team. 
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Observa t ions... E11•rN1 

Hey ell, 

,.. 
V 

Fl\ Al.IQ 9, ,014 , a:1S""'1 * 
Sony Marketing Team 

So we all see lhe nor" atld chatter regarding Jintin and Blake and cast This 1s iJ'I a-ezy. BU1 I'd fike (Of us lo take a fool( at. 

D\at even in tile m.fSI of-..UcJ,no·. oow ITl3ny people are po,,ibr,g OYl lhal tne DV ts t>eing gtoue<s O't/W end that JUSlll'I ,s 

essentialy 1he onl'y one appJeaatinv Che matter whilst may be not gMng rt the proper respe,ct il deserves 

know. IM has always been e c:oncem of OU!'$ and I ltltnk we T:Shl am !hat tnere ,s eno:,t respgpse to el consldef 

IIM"V ti a bit !OOJe thoug~ 

We are opening With gre.al number$ and that Is a testament to !tie mOYIB lts~f and a so Ille way you'WJ positioned tt. No doubl 

And we $hQuld l1Sten to dle re,ponse, aoo reaJfy emboloe what we are heanng. It won'I hurt !he mov,e I>): beWlQ more 

delt~rate 1n embreo ng U\e DV upect. People need to know that we too recogrue tNI grav,ly and $8'1'lSilMties ol this sut>Jed. 

Loolung IOIWard to yout lt\Ougt\1$ 

Jamey 

d 

0 

itendswithusmovie and sonypict, 
It Ends With Us · Now Playing In Th ... 

itendswithusmovie O grab your 
friends. weer your florals. 

21w 

- @blakelivefy tone deaf from 
the beginning ... wear your florals .... 

3d Reply 

1W Reply 

24,632 likes 
August 9, 2024 

p 

Log in to like or comment. 

' I love the 
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August 10, 2024: TAG and Abel continue to monitor online chatter about the Film.  

 

 

Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL     Document 50-1     Filed 01/31/25     Page 131 of 168

<• -Jon 

Jennifer Abel 
Ate you following that • 

• ··• • • account tho 

She freaks me out 

lol 

That's why I was worried about LAT 

Na requests thOugh ? 

I think people are bored 

Thr> miJJOril y of soc1~Is are so pro 
Justin and I don't even agree with 
half of them IOI 

Oh I agree 

I'm just anxious per usual 

LAT reached out to Justin's old 
assfstant 

You' re okay, it's been too much 
Press too chaot,c 
I told you, People magazine 

• Cl 

--he's like what's the harm in having 
people say good things and I'm like 
nooooo because then they will 
search and search till they find 
someone ro say something bad 

Antt what s good c1bout lh1s? Is tha1 
if a11y1h1ng comes out s.hl! will ~nov, 
1t·s. us and we vdll know It's her 

It was a constant figh t all day 

Ano we are all oo tho same pag!;;! 
now, so everybcx ly IS W'dlCl\lng 
everyone 

<• -J.., 

You're 01<:ay, 1t '1ibeen too much 
Press too chaot ic 
I told you, People ma9a21ne 
messaged me then they messaged 
me again to say they' re gettlflg radio 
silence on everything 

That was the request he sent 
through. Nothing to me. And then 
- _ • • fromShowbiz.411 
called me but I'm leaving it 

4@ 
Yeah 1_ reached out 

from ET who just annoys me 

And I saw that • • said limited 
pickup, but I've honestly not seen 
ANY from those two pieces 

Just keep on gIvIng nothing 

Nothing not one thing from those 
pieces 

Ed!led 

I mean, lhat was Just a lot of work 
1ust talking everyone off the fucking 
ledge for those two nieces 

• 
" o no.fil®~"9 ( 1-tlqGoo, t • 
wllf:CIU 1\lm . 

• 

Literally 

Jan 

I mean, I lia! was 1ust a 101 of work 
Just ta11, Inn everyo ne off the luck,119 
ledge for !hose two pieces 

I feel like I've been hit by a truck 

And t11en after tl1e weekend , people 
are going to move completely past 
a'$ bonng now nothing came out for 
anyone 

I bet you 1,ave 11 that constant 
anxie ty 

Go ta the W1i spa they have really 
good food !here and you can lay 
down on the hot floor 

Jamey wanted lo have the crew 
reach out and give posi tive things to 
combat those stories and I'm like 
WHY 

WHY GIVE THIS FUEL 

•i/NIYMii-hl 
We are so fuckin luck ri ht now 

!'m gonrw;; t,,; ,on;hoiM!r',bUT;cr lll 
f04,l UC! rn1:.1 lawr about the 

- •Mn Attd I'm ,ke, we a,e dealing with a 
psychopath wtio literal ly called you 
a sexual predat0< 

lot's -all be happy with 11difflou1t• 

Unbellevable 

Ler'!i be rw,\I'/ hac)py Wllh tllffrcuh 
Md he t okt him~ took out 
r,,.,sogyms\ 

• 
il(,d ..... NtflHfJM/'w'r.llllN'li ~· 

1nhb l ~ll'OUl, l.tlo!rf¥J!I 1M l Jl1oUI 

tf'S$C ltaaJivjJljbocluse 1I p.)!,I 

shoMyot.thlVG l')I01)le JE9UY MM 
tor,ateoo 1~man 

l kll0Wit i$$ad 

Exactly They ttwlk lhe IMh wins Bot lhM Ii~. don't be a ~nl 

St\e-luck:ed hersttf by dmg the 
\l'lfollow thing and 1n~no 
phc,t0$ 1ogetl\e r No, tlO f tJck1n9 WdV I S'.Vear ta God, I 

wtll call him 

Let's 9Ni! 1t a day to C.1\rn and ~t's 
call Jaml'y toge1her tomonow and 
we cen exgl.a1n to lllfTI a few !lvlgs 
together 

Ancl ~otlals ,ore, rc.:oly roolry mmn,.ng 

"" 
Ga. 
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JV 1u 1Clialhti>n ~p ttt.d o, J!Ul p.b!I~ LIM mlMI 

,..,._ _ Th<y .wo -- ,..-...._ Old..U.S • T .... -.d , .. _ ... -' k4 

, W'ella..it,. ,,;,h&, ...-~..u ;1. c%,J.al an;y 0-= wwnr1 fnlCI New v~..-. .. •• Lot Aasc:lu w cxc-•ic.. 

ad ,n&Wtc ~C&lQll lhM !£JX::U::!: U1 b: A\IJtalk ua ~ - &DJ l:llt:YL.CI \.Ml 

n.. &1Ml•IV<rlim ,...., ... 1c1 llco r"" 11.,,.., "'"" ..... iw- """"'., """"""'' 

'! ~IIW:f .. t«Uffll,CO\tnt •ttuktr,Jtfk °"••on .,,.~~e&J.MMotptiepl<­

lt m. llliill0¥»:dlp,a,tlli<11ot d~b. U,dy , .. ,..-1q:4lc lllall -.1M1. 8'1- ,tb, WIJool-

11 \//lf6n:, 1te an<,4. plao!N. crc,l.fled. &!Id -...s emkal dei:lpd ., ,,uctnll Ml IJwlt't 

ll cro&ill1\' ,_61 _, l11t - ted»lqu,s io 1'ols1:1 M,. a.,.s..,;•, C...SbJi!Y ..J 1111- .,) 

II """""""'al:nl tbwtbus. 

Ii. lk') lwl"tuttifd IOi.l'Jf ib't\ en•1~11&. dN1..,_ly10 hdardhw1nm'• dT..w b ,JJ/11•, un-~ 

U M~ I tV#I) 

,. 
II ., 
,. 

----
•••• .. ,. - .. - --. - -" ._. . - -· -·· -·· - ·-

::-.. -:--~:~~:~ -.:.~ ~::~· ::'7~:.~-~~ 

0 

0 

-Iii , ..,.. - 10 1,,, .. ,um1ly hiled pickup on co,~ 
IY'..lf or Po1911 SU. W.11 concinue 10 k- an •ye out 
.,d Nnd pic,c••• ,_ood, but eo br lt'l bNn 
.-e.iay COYC14geon wo-.ta!M . We';i, ebo 
--to ... • oHrt Ort ,oco.,I, M i.tgely to~ 
..,d hist•"""" e!fo<ts to >1,lft <ho rw,1tlw ,_.,.,. 
s/Tlnll,g • spa111!1111 on e,.ka ind R)'on. .ogi,•n ,-e-Q 
CCrotM IO und lnb i nd --II but Wlnlod 
to~ •n uo$:.fl ll'le nteMdmt . -
Tl\anlcs bt• ._. W. •Mlncl thl sam. Ill~ 

INCLIJOEO 

l!XCLUOW 

E)(CLU0£O l!>an<s !\>tit I'd i.Q to hi,-• • ouick toorn today I 
- Coln .. •-1"11'1ou1 Juot ... .. th.II poui!M 
foroll! 

l«nlo<I. _., .. ~-.om,gt,t nol t,., oo 
ca....,.bul;,.,- 1mo~now-

.._to,.,,.. on 100 ,lkelr a« c.>m0<0, no .,.,. I Ml!dt to - this Lo<by. -Woulcl•6P M£'Tc:.lv.crlt? l couldalsocltcuqga 
cl-Al Int llltl • -lor lor ol W a 1oom. 

61,oi.jd be finr on my<RI 

All 
EXCLU0£0 
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. 41Q4i·IM-f·i Jennifer Abel _.. 
At• r: , :-~ti~ 

She truks me oul 

r,.,., .. ,Q,w/01 n111•_,.~...., 
JutltniW1U I &Jon'! 0Yef1pgrVlt wrlh 
half Cl uwin kll 

Ohla:gree 

I'm )VSl anxious per usuaJ 

LAT reached out to Justin's old 
assistan1 

Yoo',e okav, lt~ beon too much 
Pleu too c.haouc 
I told you Peo!,io nll,gMlno 
~'iclgod me lf'ten 1 h P.'f mt4~srxt 
fM aoa1n to r..lY lh4f,e grjtltfl9 rncJ.o 
Hr-nee 011 E'VGfYlhinQ 

lhat was the request he sen1 
tlv-ough. Nothing to me. And then 
Roger frledman from s1,owblz 411 
carlcd me but l1m leaving it 

Yeah Gillan rea<:lled out 

Carolyn from ET who !"st annoys me 

And I SM that Katie said limited 
pickup, b\Jt I'"' honestly not seen 
ANY lrom those two~ 

liO<hiog not oot l~"'IJ I tom 1h050 
piece~ 

...... 
I mt?arl , 11\a t was fUSl a IOl of' work 
JUSt L!lktnu !:lveryone, o tt U)e fucl-.ing 
loclgt: fo, those iwo p.eces 

Literally 

I feel like l'se be"1 hi\ by a truck 

Jamey wanted to have the crew 
reac-h out and give positive things to 
combat those stories and I'm ~ke 
WHY 

WHY GNE THIS FUEL 

tt'.t th~ want 10 pull 

he's like what's the harm in havll,g 
people say 900<1 lllings and I'm , ke 
nooooo because then lhey will 
sca,ch and search tJII they lind 
someone to s.ay some1hing bad 

And what 's good abou l Ulls? ts !hat 
1r anylh1ng comes out she Vltll ~11~ 
11 s us and we will knQl.'J rt's he1" 

EXCLUDED 

M<IV"'6l'>g-ab0<1tt11 1Sllo tllal 
JI .,,.,,i ..-.i -HUI Cho "111 .... 
.. . .. n11 ... M111<now,1<stw 

It was a constant hght all day 

Exactly 

Anc wo~, .. otrolhH 8fllOP,9<> 
110,·.1110 ~ - v 1t watd ,in\f 
~ f\0 11' 

No, no fUC:-:1rtg v.-a'f I s"Wear co God I 
W'IIICallhim 

I'm gc11n."1 M W a shower. bot cm, 
you call ma later abou t lhe 
s.tt:ph;lt11e stu!f? 

Omo ves vou will (fie 
omg ~es you Yllll OIO 

I know I don'l lhfnk they gel that 

They lhk>k the INlh wins ., .. 
And I'm like, we a,e dealing with a 
psychopath who llerally called you 
a sexual predator 

lel's all be haPQy wilh "difflc"lt" 

Unbelievable 

Let's na roolly happy w1U1thlhcut1 
Ano ha l(id him Y.D took OI.J1 
rr'M$0g'(r1LSI 

Leslie can't possib ly belieVe tha1 

Lel 'sg,vu 1t a Clay IOCllrn ar.d lo1'$ 
c:AII Jilmey tog,el t\t'r IOtt'IOll OW cifld 
we c.;n exri&;im 10 him ii t..-w th.ngs 
togeth~r 

And scc1.:1ls are realty reall\• rmnping 

I know It Is sad 

But then til<e, dont t be a cunt 

She fucked herself by doing the 
unfoOow lhfng and inslsUng 110 
pt,otos togelhef 

EXCLUDED 

+- INCLUDED IN 

CRD COMPLAINT 

+- INCLUDED IN 

CRD COMPLAINT 

EXCLUDED 

+- INCLUDEDIN 

CRD COMPLAINT 
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August 11, 2024: Baldoni felt it was important to stay on message, as he had during the Film’s 

junket press tour from August 4–9th. Despite a purported “feud” or the focus on the Film’s box 

office success, Baldoni sought to redirect attention to domestic violence survivors. He sends a 

text to the social media team, urging them to focus their efforts on this topic. 

 

 

 
 

 

August 11, 2024: Heath follows up on his email to Sony from August 9, 2024, expressing his 

gratitude for the team’s efforts in making the film a box office success. He requests, however, 

that they schedule a call to discuss the Film's messaging. 

 
 

August 12, 2024: Organic articles emerged directly related to how Lively was promoting the 

Film. See, e.g., Natasha Jokic, Here’s What’s Going On With The ‘It Ends With Us’ Drama 

(Aug. 12, 2024) https://www.buzzfeed.com/natashajokic1/it-ends-with-us-blake-lively- justin-

baldoni; Lillian Gissen, Blake Lively fans blast It Ends With Us actress over ‘tone deaf’ and 
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Jus11n 

Good morning team, so I was thinking about the 
response to this weekend and I feel like what we 
should do is make sure to emphasize the voices of 
the survivors. It's gonna be a lot of buzz how much 
money the movie made but I want to be the one 
that always direct , the back to the survivors. So I 
would love to come up with some sort of video or 
carousel of messages from survivors and the 
response to the film. 

To be dea". We are ool saying it's been 11appropoote!Y marketed in any way. In fact. you ell have been bolfianl 
Thank.YOU Extremely honored to be partners with.YOU. It's been lantestic The proofls m the pudding 

This post.JS only poilting to the ooes who have spoke about the marketing, ood wtile I am not dfssuaded by their 
cornmeota,y, Its 900d to 1a~e some IQamrigs rrom iL 

I knoW and trust you understand the point and I look forward to discussing 11 with you ell 

CongratulabOns on a huge huge success. You play a big end amazing pan In 1t 

Thanks again 
Jamey 

Jamey Heath 
CEO 
Wayfarer Studios 
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“shallow” interview with costars (Aug. 12, 2024),https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-

13739569/blake-lively-tone-deaf-domestic-violence- interview.html 

 
 

August 12, 2024: WME, Abel, and Heath discuss a yet another conversation between WME and 

Reynolds. WME shares that Reynolds and Lively are furious with Wayfarer and Baldoni for 

positioning them as promoting the Film as a “Barbie film” while elevating Baldoni to speak on 

the more serious messaging. Reynolds and Lively purportedly believe Nathan is responsible for 

this positioning and demand that Wayfarer release a statement of contrition, taking 

accountability for the negative press toward Lively and Reynolds. They warn WME that absent 

compliance, the "gloves will come off." In turn, Reynolds tells WME that he would personally 

draft a statement for Wayfarer to release immediately. Heath and Abel are astounded that 

Reynolds and Lively blame Baldoni and Wayfarer for their self-inflicted PR nightmare. Heath 

had consistently communicated that neither Wayfarer, Nathan, nor anyone on their team was 

manipulating the internet, using bots, or seeding stories about Lively’s or Reynolds' character. 

All press stories were organic and directly resulted from Lively’s own tone-deaf marketing 

approach. 
 

August 12, 2024: That evening, two WME executives, Heath and Abel participate in a call to 

review the statement drafted by Lively and Reynolds on behalf of Baldoni, Heath, and Wayfarer. 

Upon review, WME concurs with Wayfarer that the statement was vague, implies culpability 

without substance, and fails to address the issues at hand. Furthermore, if the goal was to 

mitigate negative online attention directed at Lively, the statement would have the opposite 

effect. In response, Wayfarer, Baldoni, and Heath reject the demand, firmly refusing to issue any 

statement falsely assuming responsibility for non-existent issues. 
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Here's What's Going On With 
The "It Ends With Us" Drama 
•er.ke lively fOfgen~ hef character is a victilTI or domestlc abuse.:" 

45:friiF + on ®o e 

Warning : Discussion of abuse. 

As rumors swirl about the cast and crew of It Ends 
with Us having a potential r ift, It's worth noting 
how differently Its stars - Blake Lively and Justin 
Baldonl - have promoted the controversial 
project. 

DailyDtail 
.com 

.._. I Stiowbli f T V I Pol 1tk, rm R o,--111 I Sports I HNl lh l Selene• I M oney I U .JC. J \, 

111 I.. I I 19'~!1.4 ii 
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Statement prepared by Blake Lively and Ryan Reynolds on behalf of Baldonl. Heath 
and Wayfarer 

IT ENDS WITH US was a troubled production which we tal<e full accountablfiry tor. We 
are very sorry to everyone we caused upset to pn'vately and publicly. 

Blake Lively, C-01/een Hoover. /he entire cast and crew led wilh professions/Ism every 
step of tile way, any negativity ajmed at them Is ours to own. 

We murually agreed that the cast would be promoting the film separately and 
understood why. We have always said we are not perfect and even if unintentionally 
make mistakes, we will always own them. We hold ourselves accountable, it's not 

anyone's job but ours a.nd that's part of being "man enough". We will practice what we 
preach. We are teaming and growing from the experience and we thank everyone for 

their patience as we find a better way to proceed. We are very proud of the ntm and the 
welcome arms that it's been received. Part of our work is to have uncomfortable 

conversations for public growth. The film is doing that on screen and we are doing that 
off screen. 

Tha.nk you to the cast crew and public for the opportuniry to be imperfect and to be 
given the space to Jeam and grow. 

With humanity and dedication, 

August 12, 2024: Abel shares with Nathan that "Blake and Ryan want Justin to put out a 
statement. " Both are shocked by the request and state that they have never encountered anything 
similar . Nathan advises Baldoni to retain legal counsel immediately. 

e 
Jon 

Jennifer Abel 
Blake and Ryan want Justin to put 
out a statement 

This is unbelievable 

Call ,f you can 

Care01 killer ror them and wayfarer. 
No. 
Have t o fight it 

At what point do you fight? 

It's now. 

l.owycr up Now. 

This is SO CRAZY 

Honestly, I've never had anything 
111.e 11 
Can ho ploaso hire a law yor? 

He needs to. He has one. But he 
needs a litigator 

Get bf he's waItIng and will also take 
onwn1e 

136 
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August 13, 2024: The Daily Mail publishes an article titled, “Blake Lively goes into damage 

control by FINALLY addressing the domestic violence in It Ends With Us amid criticism over 

‘tone deaf’ film promo.” This follows Lively’s post to moviegoers, which includes statistics on 

domestic violence and a link to resources for support. The information remained on her story for 

24 hours. 

 
 

August 13, 2024: The New York Post contacts Nathan for a comment regarding competing cuts 

and on-set feuds. The information provided is inaccurate. Lively did not have final edit approval, 
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@blakelively IG story 

1 in 4 women aged 18 and older i n the 
US a lon e have been the v i ctiffl of 
severe phys i cal violence by an 
intifflate partner in their lifetime. 

Intimate partn e r violenc e affects all 
genders , includ.in .g m.ora tha.n 12 
lllill i on peopl e every year i n the 
United States . 

Everyone deserves relation s hips free 
from domestic violence. The National 
Domestic Violence HoUine provides 
confidential s upport 24/7/365 . 

To acce s s the hotline or to learn more 
click the link below. 

@ Click here 

For inanediate help t ext "START" to 
88788 . 

VERY CHEAAY 

Blake Lively goes into damage control by 
FINALLY addressing the domestic 
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nor was she given Sony’s cut. In reality, Sony did not have a studio cut; rather, Wayfarer and 

Sony shared a studio cut. Should the director’s cut not perform well in audience screenings, the 

studios collectively held the right to recut the Film. However, this never occurred, as Lively used 

her promotional efforts to secure the final cut. All the information Leslie provided to The New 

York Post was false and misleading.  

  

 
 

August 13, 2024: The Hollywood Reporter publishes a story naming Nathan as Baldoni’s crisis 

PR representative, drawing a comparison between Baldoni and Nathan’s previous client, Johnny 

Depp. This comparison proves damaging for Baldoni, as Nathan was hired specifically to ensure 

that the truth would be communicated, free from interference by Lively’s team. 

 

 
August 8, 2024: Sloane has a text conversation with a Daily Mail reporter who spoke to Jones. 

Jones, acting independently, had reached out to the Daily Mail seemingly on her own initiative 

and in direct disregard for Heath’s previous request to say nothing. 
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Justin Baldoni Hires Crisis PR Veteran Amid Alleged 
•u Ends With Us' Rift 
The director and star has retained the services of Melissa Nathan, who 
represented Johnny Depp during the Amber Heard trial. 

BY CARLY THOMAS. PAMELA MCCLINTOCK 
AUGUST 13. 2024 5:27PM 

Justin Baldon! has hired veteran PR crisis manager Melissa Nathan amid the 
release of It Ends With Us, the adaptation of Colleen Hoover's 2016 hit book. The 
Hollywood Reporter has learned. 
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August 14, 2024: As discussed hereinabove, in early August 2024, Jones inserted herself into 

the situation, attempting to sideline Nathan and Abel. The issue, however, was that Jones had 

deliberately distanced herself from Wayfarer leadership’s communications strategy and internal 

decision-making, citing her focus on higher-profile clients. Wayfarer had no objection to Jones’ 

disengagement, as Abel was their trusted advisor, and they had no interest in becoming entangled 

in Jonesworks' internal politics. Furthermore, Jones had been on a family vacation during the 

critical period of the press campaign and Film premiere. Despite her physical distance, Jones’ 

attempts to intervene were clumsy, unwelcome, and sporadic. As she tried to create drama and 

undermine Abel’s authority, Wayfarer and Baldoni remained focused on managing the crisis at 

hand. On August 14, 2024, in a final effort to position herself as the "key player" for Wayfarer’s 

account, anticipating Abel’s imminent departure from Jonesworks, Jones sent a disorganized 

strategy outline and includes a veiled threat to Wayfarer, reminding Heath of their contractual 

agreement. 
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August 14, 2024: A journalist from TMZ contacts Nathan and Abel, requesting comment 

regarding “three HR complaints filed against Justin Baldoni on set of ‘It Ends With Us’. That 

same day Nathan receives inquiries from reporters about multiple HR complaints from set. This 

was not true.  
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Re: Blake Live ly Felt Justin B,aldonl Fat.Sham e d Her, Ki ssed Too Long During Scene 
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Wed. Aug 14. 2024 at 11:29AM 

Hi Jamey, 

I have been standing down and have not contacted any press at all regarding any of these Justin Issues since they arose 
on Thursday of last week while I was on famity vacation in Europe . I wanted to take a moment to reiterate my convnitment 
to Justin and our wOf1r. together . Over the past eight years , I have successfully managed every crisis for Justin withOut any 
negative press coming to light . As a key member of both Just in's and Wayfarer ·s account since we s'9ned h im . I believe if 
one of our team members. including me as a keyman on Justin"s account . can rectify a story, ifs essential we lovorag e 
that for Justin and Wayfarer . 

While my background isn't solely in crisis management , I havo exten sive oxpcrionco representing our bill ionaire cl ients . 
many of the biggest stars and athletes in the wor1d . as well as many of our Fortune 50 founder clien ts. This experience 
has equipped me w'ith the slulls necessary to navigate complex situations effect ivety. often m0te d iligently than the crisis 
pr firm s we have wor1ced Yilith in the past. 

My recommended strategy would be twofold : 

1 . ... Flood tho Zono with Positivos•• : We nocd to ensure that we promote positive narrativos that media outlets cannot 
ignore . Currently . most storie s are heavily biased towards Blake's perspectiv e, leaving Justin unrep(esented . It's cruc ial 
that we tight for every inch of every sto,y. which requires far more effort than typical crisi s PR w ant to put forth In our 
experience working with specialized crisis teams. 

2 . ... P,oparo Altcmato Stories ... : We shou'ld mobilize a robust network of supporters and third-party advocatos ready to 
counter these narrative s on deep background as wel as some on the record , making it dear that the daims being made 
are untrue and unfounded . 

As you know. I've been on vaealion in Europe wilh my entire family . I've attached my Verizon cart log from last week in 
response to your claim that someone at Sony suggested I caled the Daily Mail and esca lated things . I can confirm that I 
did not make o r receive any calls from Daily Mail a tho number I thought I rotumed call from was regard ing our ctient -

rom Daily Mail's eel number is noted in her email •-----• nd you can cross-,c-eforence this 
against my call llog for veriftCation that she d id not call me, nor did I call her 

Studio s often look for leaks , which Is why per Jen Abers text to all o f us, tho Sony President rlM"St toxtod Jon Abel , and in 
her words '"accused her of leak.inq informatk>n to the Daily Mail '". He then text me shortty thereafter . I ask that you please 
refra jn from using me as a scapegoat for leaks that are clearty originating from e lsewhere . 

I am ready , will ing, and able to fulfi l my duties to support Justin per our oontract which concludes May 2025. 

I can add tremendous value to our efforts . and I hope you will reoonsider my invotvemenl 

Thank you , 

Stephanie Jones 
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August 14, 2024: Baldoni sends Abel a TikTok from a creator suggesting that Baldoni is 

involved in "something bad." Baldoni is just as confused as the rest of his team about the nature 

of this “bombshell.” Abel replies, “That is the question of the century” and reassures him, 

saying, “There is no bombshell, as you know,” while confirming that she and the team are 

closely monitoring the situation in case a response is needed. 
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August 14, 2024: Baldoni texts Nathan seeking clarity on what is happening, what the strntegy 
is, and how the ongoing "feud" can be resolved . Nathan explains that she spoke with Sloane and 
asked her for her perspective on a solution. Nathan observes that when Baldoni "is respectful , 
they (Reynolds and Lively) don't like it," and when he plays by "their" mle s, they still don't 
approve . She questions, "What do they want?" Nathan further clarifies to Baldoni that she left 
the matter with Sloane, asking her to indicate what course of action she prefers. Nathan 
emphasize s that she is willing to work with Sloan, either collaboratively or to protect Baldoni 
and Wayfarer. Until something is leaked or wrongfully put out by Lively 's team, Nathan and her 
team will not take fmi her action. 

142 
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August 14, 2024: Nathan receives word from a reporter that "Sony chief" Tony Vinciquerra 

made a statement about Lively “being an advocate for domestic violence,” with no mention of 

Baldoni in the piece. Nathan immediately senses Sloane’s involvement in this development. 

However, Abel suggests that it is Reynolds who likely pressured Sony into issuing the statement. 
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August 14, 2024: Organic articles come out in response to Lively’s promotion of the Film. See, 

e.g., Elyse Wansehl, People Are Disgusted By Blake Lively’s Cutesy Press Tour For ‘It Ends 

With Us’ (Aug. 14, 2024), https://www.huffpost.com/entry/blake-lively-press-tour-it-ends-with-

us-backlash_n_66bcf45ee4b03da4fc01cd28; Eboni Boykin-Patterson, Blake Lively Dragged for 

Marketing Light of Domestic Violence (Aug. 14, 2024), https://www.thedailybeast.com/blake-

lively-dragged-for-making-light-of-domestic-violence/. 

 

 
 

August 15, 2024: More organic articles come out in response to Lively’s promotion of the Film. 

See, e.g., Alex Abad-Santos, Why is everyone mad at Blake Lively? (Aug. 15, 2024), 

https://www.vox.com/culture/367451/blake-lively-it-ends-with-us-press-tour-controversy 

Olivia Craighead, Fans Are Not Impressed with Blake Lively’s Press Tour (Aug. 15, 2024), 

https://www.thecut.com/article/blake-lively-it-ends-with-us-press-tour-tone-deaf.html.  

 

 
 

August 16, 2024: More organic articles come out in response to Lively’s promotion of the Film. 

See, e.g., Carolyn Gevinski, The It Ends With Us promo has failed domestic violence survivors 

like me (Aug. 16, 2024), https://www.glamourmagazine.co.uk/article/it-ends-with-us-domestic-

abuse-first-person.  
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August 16, 2024: Nathan receives a message from a reporter about a story from the Daily Mail: 

“Could Blake Lively be CANCELLED?” Nathan, realizing that the article could give the 

impression of having been planted by her, laments, “Damn this is unfair because it’s also not 

me[.]” The reporter responds, “no it totally does look like his side”. Nathan shares a screenshot 

of her conversation with the reporter with Abel. The two of them sarcastically joke, “You really 

outdid yourself with this one[.]” Nathan responds “That’s why you hired me right?” 
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August 18, 2024: Baldoni again asks Nathan to confirm, “This is not us correct?” Baldoni was 

seeing the “feud rumors” and could not believe how much heat Lively was getting. Nathan 

reassures him that “[n]one of us would ever do this.” Nathan continues, “[T]here is the struggle 

where it’s kind of maybe even unbelievable the way that people are turning against her . . . [it 

was] organic she’s blown herself up by her own actions.” 
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August 19, 2024: Angela Yang, Blake Lively’s ‘It Ends With Us” promotion called 

‘disrespectful’ by some survivors of abuse (Aug. 19, 2024), https://www.nbcnews.com/pop-

culture/blake-lively-it-ends-with-us-promotion-criticism-rcna167175.  

 

 
 

 

August 19, 2024: Jonesworks chief of staff promises to release Abel’s phone number to her.  
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August 20, 2024: More organic negative press. Arwa Mahdawi, Sorry, Blake Lively: using a 

movie about domestic violence to sell stuff is not a good look (Aug. 20, 2024), 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/article/2024/aug/20/blake-lively-it-ends-with-us-

colleen-hoover.  

 

 
 

August 21, 2024: On August 21, 2024, two days before her last day, Abel pulls up to the 

Jonesworks office in Beverly Hills. There, she is confronted by a physically imposing security 

guard, a lawyer sitting at a conference table covered in documents, an IT professional, and Jones’ 

chief of staff (who had flown in unannounced from New York). Apart from Jones’ chief of staff, 

Abel had never seen any of them before. After being ushered into the conference room, Abel 

sees that the security guard is posted just outside its doors, blocking the exit. In a menacing and 

cold tone, the attorney points to the documents and tells Abel to review and sign them. The 

attorney claims that Jonesworks believes she had proprietary information on her personal laptop 

and will likely have grounds to sue if Abel does not allow them access. 
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Completely caught off guard by this hostile and intimidating display, Abel falls into a state of 

shock. She has never experienced anything like this and does not know what to do. Fearful that 

she will burst into tears and humiliate herself (which she knew was what Jones wants), Abel 

dissociates. Knowing she has not done anything wrong and desperate to get out of there, Abel 

signs the documents without digesting their contents. Afterward, the lawyer demands that Abel 

hand over her personal laptop. Abel complies, and the IT professional conducts a search that 

turns up nothing. The attorney then presents Abel with a list of approximately 10 documents and 

accuses her of having accessed and stolen them. Abel denies having done so, and the IT 

specialist conducts a further search of her laptop, which again turns up nothing. 

The attorney then instructs Abel to hand over her phone, after which security would escort her 

out of the building. Still utterly shell-shocked and desperate to get out of there, Abel agrees to 

hand over her phone, so long as they will confirm that Jonesworks will immediately release her 

personal cell phone number, allowing Jonesworks to take possession of the physical device 

without gaining unrestrained access to its contents. It will also enable Abel to get a new phone 

and move on with her life without undue disruption. Abel pleads with Jones to release her 

number in a text the following day. 
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August 21, 2024: On the same day that Abel’s phone is seized by her employer, Stephanie 

Jones, Nathan receives a call from Leslie Sloane (Lively’s publicist) telling her that she has 

“seen her texts” and that she will be sued.  
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Melissa Nathan Call Log (Aug 21, 2024) 

 
 

 

August 23, 2024: Baldoni sends Nathan a suspicious profile, suspecting it of trolling Lively. 

Nathan confirms that “100%...this is NOT anyone from your team whatsoever.” 
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August 24, 2024: Nathan's TAG team continues to see organic backlash towards Lively, without 

the involvement of TAG. The article in question: “Blake Lively FEARING for her career amid IT 

ENDS WITH US Backlash” 
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August 27, 2024: Nathan fmi her reassures Baldoni that "Eve1yone I speak to - and so many just 
chat[s] that don't even know I'm on this all, are pro you. I know that's not your intention either 
to make her or anyone an outcast but the sentiment is pro you." Baldoni responds, "Thank you 
for sharing" and "praying for [Lively and Reynolds] has been helpful" . 
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August 30, 2024: The internet continues to churn out new stories. Baldoni asks Nathan how she 

feels and if she shares any concerns. Nathan reassures him that “there was no truth to anything-

so what can they say? Just speculative BS? I am not worried and I promise you.” 

 

 
 

September 1, 2024: Nathan reveals to Baldoni that she finally watched the Film in theaters. She 

shares a touching message with Baldoni. He also shares a personal story that inspired him to 

direct the movie and ultimately option the book. Ironically it was this story that Lively chose to 

use against him later in her list of 17 points when she required that “There be no discussions with 

[Ms. Lively] of personal experiences with sex”. In her Complaint, she intentionally 
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misrepresents the story to suggest that Baldoni had engaged in sexual conduct without consent. 

In fact, it was the other way around. Baldoni was referencing an intimate relationship in which 

he was the one who did not give consent, not the other way around.  

 

 
 

 

 

September 8, 2024: Baldoni sends a text to his original editors, hopeful that one day they will 

complete the Film as intended.  

Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL     Document 50-1     Filed 01/31/25     Page 156 of 168

0 <• 0, <• 

·~\IIQIChed l.,.filn,l~Q0 1 t 
•ruMl1Q N OIJl)~ktmtlEIW'(».I 
r,,. t wdnw tatt.OM! rll ~ 
lllibblnQ for • l11w lllltl"5 

lb-.d ll ' oti-•&'lloJ, lr,gflllkJ 
U. l~l50Ml$S~ 

AIM:of'lg..-1~ 1"-"'IQ' f!:. 

Justin Baldon;' 
An tNnk you Melissa, mNMSO 
m.tdlYoV'Mtf1t to waichll.'IMSPlte 
.wllhe-~, 

...... 

wett, the t&allty b that that'S v.t\at 
happened lO me. 

That's why I desJgned It tN, WB')' 

Mlenlwas"20,lbst~1/(rglrity to 
"'I emotiom11)' abusive glrllMl"ld In 
a nonconsensual~ . ;M,dwhen I 
w;as 351 started remembering 

o <e 

., 

That's why I df)$1gn~ it thG WIJ'j 

When I was 20,. I losl rf'Y vfrvinity to 
mv~ioNtftvaboslvegitffriendin 
a nonconsenswl wr,, and~ I 
"4S3!> 1.s~od r~ 

1 struggle with the memones .-Id 
noc thrnldng itwas ~t happened 
happe1'9d or lhlnkiog that lt my 
fault or U\al t wanted I\. 

So I was lf)'W'l9tof9-1reouthoW to 
male 1h15 rncMI!' wort,: thal"s how ttle 
1'flft'nOOl!S calTlf!! 1nto be~. The 
boot did not have.-,, of that 

h'or.cally, I told Iha,! lo 61ako, 
thatWitSOl"Mtoi 1'1e~tNl$1'-e 
pulfllie<li$l1191inslmelol 

ln'lro.lllylC'.lrl)' lhat l\tpptn«lto 
~ I grew up _ 

As ,-0,Ugrtl ok:lillr )'OU 1elke 
do11Mnt lhlft9$ M tj,l,e.r,..'flt l•me~to 
l~S(dll\dy<ul)Ollt 

AIPE)C\s!l'la;.;1..~~to\fO\,l 

DI <O 

I'm going to fi!;ten 10 tt on too fhgnt 
to Sant;i Fe lOrtlOffO'N' 

Thallk you bu;, you know , th.at's why 
raise OUf kids d1Her~1Uy 

Ama1'"'9 lhi!nk you fo, !.t•nd1'1"1g to 

mr.-

My concerns about drama? 1 see 
that •the trvth will not come out yel, 
but it wilt' seems going around. 

Q 
Thank you so much and fOf sharing • 
lhat. I'm sorry that happened to yotJ 
too. 

Q 
Appreciate you so much. Would love • 
that. H you watch the no more 
podcast t dkt l talk about it -

.., 
I m 90109 to hsten lo tl on the lltgh t 
to Santa Fe tomorrow· . 

Thank you but you know , that 's why 
r.:11se our kids differentl y. 

cw++.; i 

42 minutes or so in when I jQftl it's 
the first question they ask me 

Amazing, U1.-..nk you for s~ndltlg 10 
m• 

Afl'j concerns aboul drama? I see 
that "lhe ll\tth wilt n01 come cul ye\, 
but i1 will'" seems going around. 

Not one Not one concern . 

DaY1 
Very graleful 

•MWHINl-i·· 

I hope you guys .are h;ivlng a 
beau11rul t1m@aWiJV · ~ 

Q 
Thanks friend ' 
Xo 



157 

 
 

 

December 20, 2024: Lively files her Complaint with the California Civil Rights Department. 

 

December 20, 2024: Meghan Twohey a reporter for the New York Times, reaches out to 

Wayfarer about allegations made by Lively related to a filed CRD complaint. “Please offer any 

on-the-record comment, as well as any other information you think we should know. 

Additionally, please notify us of any inaccuracies. We need to hear back from you tomorrow by 

noon Eastern.  
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From: Megan Twohey< 
Date: Friday, December 20, 2024 at 6:46PM 
To: jennife,.... gmall.oom 
Subject: URGENT questions from New York nmas 

Ms.Abel: 

Jennifer Abel•••••••••• 

We are reporting about a crisis communication operation, conducted on behalf of Justin 
Baldoni, Jamey Heath and Wayfarer Studios, to protect their reputations and harm 
Blake Lively's, as described in a legal complaint filed today. 

Our reporting found that you participated in the effort, which was undertaken last 
summer out of concern that complaints Ms. Lively bad made during the filming of "It 
Ends With Us" would become public during the movie's rollout. 

We. have learned that Ms. Lively filed the legal complaint against you, Mr. Baldoni , Mr. 
Heath , Steve Sarowitz, Wayfarer, Melissa Nathan and Jed Wallace, alleging sexual 
harassment , retaliation , and aiding and abetting of harassment and retaliation , among 
other claims. The complaint claims misconduct on the pa.rt of Mr. Baldoni and Mr. 
Heath during filming, including repeatedly violating physical boundaries and making 
sexual and other inappropriate comments. 

The complaint includes a side letter to her contract, signed by Mr. Heath , in which the 
studio agreed to install more safeguards during filming and agreed not to retaliate 
against Ms. Lively. She is now saying they violated the terms of the letter. 

The complaint includes extensive private text messages and emails that she obtained 
through a subpoena and that document the crisis communication operation. They 
include exchanges involving you, your team , Mr. Baldoni and Mr. Heath . The New York 
Times reviewed these along with other documents. 

We are seeking your response to the claims of retalia tion through this P.R campaign, 
and we would welcome the opportunity to talk with you on the record . Please offer any 
on-the-record comment , as well as any other information you think we should know. 
Additionally, please notify us of any inaccuracies. We need to hear back from you 
tomorrow by noon Eastern . 

Among Ms. Lively's allegations: 

- In May, several months after the filming wrapped, Mr. Baldoni was worried when he 
realized that Ryan Reynolds had blocked him on Instagram. "We should have a plan for 
IF she does the same when movie comes out, " Mt. Baldoni wrote you in a text message. 
uPlans make me feel more at ease." 

-You were already working as a publicist for Mr. Baldoni and Wayfarer. 

-Mr. Baldoni and Mr, Heath hired Melissa Nathan, a crisis communications specialist, 
wbo,in turn brought in Mr. Wallace. The plan was to harm Ms. Lively's reputation. 
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-Ms. Nathan shared a planning document in early August, describing options to pursue 
if Ms. Lively or her team went public with complaints about Mr. Baldoni's and Mr. 
Heath 's behavior. She suggested talking points to use with reporters , including that Ms. 
Lively used an imbalance of power to take creative control of the film. 

-Mr. Baldoni wanted more. You wrote to Ms. Nathan: "I think you guys need to be 
tough and show the strength of what you guys can do in these scenarios. He wants to 
feel like she can be buried." 

Ms. Nathan responded: "Of course- but you know when we send over documents we 
can't send over the work we will or could do because that could get us in a lot of 
troub le." 

"We can't write it down to him. We can't write we will destroy her. " 

"Imagine if a document saying all the things that he wants ends up in the wrong hands. " 

"You know we can bury anyone, " she added. "But I can't write that to him." 

- Three days later, Mr. Baldoni texted you, flagging a social media thread that accused 
another celebrity of bullying behavior and that had generated 19 million views. Mr. 

Baldoni wrote , "This is what we would need." 

-Ms. Nathan presented proposals to hire contractors to dominate social media through 
"full social account take downs," by starting "threads of theories " and generally working 
to "change narrative. " 

- You wrote to Ms. Nathan, "I think we need to put the social combat plan into motion, " 
and she responded , "So do I." 

-The team worked to block stories about Mr. Baldoni's behavior that had concerned Ms. 
Lively and reinforce negative ones about the actress. 

-The press coverage probing Mr. Baldoni's separation from Ms. Lively and the rest of 
the cast was largely vague and didn 't include the most serious allegations against Mr. 
Baldoni. 

- Ms. Nathan texted you: "He doesn't realise how lucky he is right now we need to press 
on him just how fucking lucky." 

"The whispering in the ear the sexual connotations like Jesus fucking Christ Other 
members feeling uncomfortable watching it I mean there is just so much." 

-Ms. Nathan indicated that she succeeded in keeping allegations against you out of 
stories, and wrote in one text that major news outlets were "standing down on HR 
complaint." 

-You wrote to Ms. Nathan "So are we in the clear now?! Did we survive," and she 
responded " We survived ALL Press is so overwhelming Weve confused people So much 
mixed messaging It's actually really funny if you think about it." 
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-You wrote to Ms. Nathan "So are we in the clear now?! Did we survive, " and she 
responded " We survived ALL Press is so overwhelming Weve confused people So much 
mixed messaging It's actually really funny if you think about it." 

- Under the official promotion plan, Ms. Lively focused on the uplifting natu re of the 
film rathe r than abus e. When the PR team saw that critics accused her of being tone 
deaf, the group decided that Mr. Baldoni would highlight survivors of domestic violence. 

- There are refer ences in emails to "social manipulation " and "proactive fan posting, " 
and text messages cite efforts to "boost" and "amplify" online content that was favorable 
to Mr. Baldoni or critical of Ms. Lively. 

- Ms. Nathan sent you a comment from Mr. Wallace that "we are crushing it on Reddit. " 

- The next day, one of her employees texted , "We've also started to see a shift on social, 
due largely to Jed and his team's efforts to shift the narrative. " 

-Ms. Nathan wrote to you: "And socials are really really ramping up. In his favour, she 
must be furious. It's actually sad because it just shows you have people really want to 
hate on women. " 

-When a TikTok sleuth started asking questions about Mr. Baldoni, you texted that 
"We've flagged to Jed and his team for more serious action on the social side. " 

- You wrote to Ms. Nathan: 
" The narrative online is so freaking good and fans are still sticking up for Justin and 
there literally has been no pickup of those two articles which is actually shocking to me. 
But I see this as a total success , as does Justin . 
You did such amazing work" 
Ms. Nathan responded: 
"Narrative is CRAZY good So did you. 

The majority of socials are so pro Justin and I don 't even agree with half of them lol" 

-Mr. Baldoni periodically looked for assurances that the crisis team was not deploying 
bots. Ms. Nathan wrote that they were not using bots and that Mr. Wallace's operation 
"is doing someth ing very specific in terms of what they do. I know Jamey & Jed 
connected on this. " 
- On Aug. 16, when Ms. Nathan shared a Daily Mail article headlined "Is Blake Lively set 
to be CANCELLED?" you responded "Wow. You really outdid yourself with this piece." 
And Ms. Nathan wrote: "That 's why you hired me right? I'm the best. " 

-The manipu lated media coverage and online commentary became an unusually high 
percentage of Ms. Lively's online presence. She was branded tone-deaf, difficult to work 
with, a bully. Sales of her new hair-care line plummet ed. 

Sincerely, 
Megan 

Megan Twohey 

Reporter 

New York Times 
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December 20, 2024: At 2:16 a.m. (EST), Wayfarer’s representative responds to the journalist 

and unequivocally denied Lively’s accusations.  

 

It is shameful that Ms. Lively and her representatives would make such serious and 

categorically false accusations against Mr. Baldoni, Wayfarer Studios and its 

representatives, as yet another desperate attempt to ‘fix’ her negative reputation 

which was garnered from her own remarks and actions during the campaign for the 

film; interviews and press activities that were observed publicly, in real time and 

unedited, which allowed for the internet to generate their own views and opinions. 

These claims are completely false, outrageous and intentionally salacious with an 

intent to publicly hurt and rehash a narrative in the media. Wayfarer Studios made 

the decision to proactively hire a crisis manager prior to the marketing campaign of 

the film, to work alongside their own representative with Jonesworks employed by 

Stephanie Jones, due to the multiple demands and threats made by Ms. Lively 

during production which included her threatening to not showing up to set, 

threatening to not promote the film, ultimately leading to its demise during release, 

if her demands were not met. It was also discovered that Ms. Lively enlisted her 

own representative, Leslie Sloan with Vision PR, who also represents Mr. 

Reynolds, to plant negative and completely fabricated and false stories with media, 

even prior to any marketing had commenced for the film, which was another reason 

why Wayfarer Studios made the decision to hire a crisis professional to commence 

internal scenario planning in the case they needed to address. The representatives 

of Wayfarer Studios still did nothing proactive nor retaliated, and only responded 

to incoming media inquiries to ensure balanced and factual reporting and monitored 

social activity. What is pointedly missing from the cherry-picked correspondence 

is the evidence that there were no proactive measures taken with media or 

otherwise; just internal scenario planning and private correspondence to strategize 

which is standard operating procedure with public relations professionals. 

 

December 21, 2024: at 10:11 a.m. (EST) on December 21, 2024, almost two hours before the 

deadline given by Twohey for Plaintiffs’ response, the Times published the article entitled “We 

Can Bury Anyone’: Inside a Hollywood Smear Machine” (the “Article”). 

 

December 31, 2024: Baldoni and team file lawsuit against the New York Times. 

 

December 31, 2024: Lively files lawsuit against Baldoni and team. 

 

January 7, 2025: Lively attempts to serve Baldoni and team during the Los Angeles wildfires, 

going as far as to serve a member of Baldoni’s team while they attempted to evacuate with their 

small child.  

 

January 16, 2025: Baldoni and team file suit against Lively, Reynolds, Sloane and Vision PR.  

 

January 24, 2025: Discovery is made that the main imagery used in the Article has meta data 

creation timestamps days prior to publication. 
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• The main Baldoni image that headlines the article was finalized on December 16, 2024 

https://static01.nytimes.com/newsgraphics/2024-12-16-lively-

topper/_images/topper/initial.jpg    

 
• Additional smear Baldoni imagery existing within the article on December 18, 2024 

https://static01.nyt.com/images/2024/12/18/multimedia/00smear-baldoni-tqmz/00smear-

baldoni-tqmz-superJumbo.jpg 

 
 

January 26, 2025: It is determined that the promotional video for the Lively smear campaign 

article was finalized on December 12, 2024.  

• The video preload’s static imagery for promotion inside the article itself was created on 

December 17, 2024 <video preload="auto" x-webkit-airplay="allow" 

id="video_1738109173616" playsinline="playsinline" webkit-playsinline="webkit-

playsinline" 
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poster="https://static01.nyt.com/images/2024/12/17/autossell/THUMBNAIL-

1/THUMBNAIL-1-videoSixteenByNineJumbo1600.jpg" style="height: 100%; width: 

100%; position: absolute; top: 0px; left: 0px;" 

src="blob:https://www.nytimes.com/88bf31e2-3886-49ba-9741-

85d01eb50424"></video>  

• The schema for the video page also confirms a December 12, 2024 finalization and 

upload date 

{"@context":"https://schema.org","@type":"VideoObject","@id":"https://www.nytimes.

com/video/arts/100000009874263/the-waging-of-an-alleged-smear-campaign-against-

blake-lively.html","description":"The movie “It Ends With Us” starring Blake Lively was 

a huge box office hit, even as rumors spread of turmoil behind the scenes. Private 

messages detail a campaign to tarnish Lively after she accused Justin Baldoni of 

misconduct on set. Megan Twohey, an investigative reporter at The New York Times, 

explains.","url":"https://www.nytimes.com/video/arts/100000009874263/the-waging-of-

an-alleged-smear-campaign-against-blake-lively.html","inLanguage":"en","name":"The 

Waging of an Alleged Smear Campaign Against Blake 

Lively","thumbnailUrl":["https://static01.nyt.com/images/2024/12/17/autossell/THUMB

NAIL-1/THUMBNAIL-1-

videoSixteenByNineJumbo1600.jpg","https://static01.nyt.com/images/2024/12/17/autoss

ell/THUMBNAIL-1/THUMBNAIL-1-

superJumbo.jpg","https://static01.nyt.com/images/2024/12/17/autossell/THUMBNAIL-

1/THUMBNAIL-1-

mediumSquareAt3X.jpg"],"publisher":{"@context":"https://schema.org","@type":"Orga

nization","name":"The New York 

Times","logo":{"@context":"https://schema.org","@type":"ImageObject","url":"https://st

atic01.nyt.com/images/icons/t_logo_291_black.png","height":291,"width":291,"contentU

rl":"https://static01.nyt.com/images/icons/t_logo_291_black.png","creditText":"The New 

York 

Times"},"url":"https://www.nytimes.com/"},"isPartOf":{"@type":["CreativeWork","Pro

duct"],"name":"The New York 

Times","productID":"nytimes.com:basic"},"embedUrl":"https://www.nytimes.com/video/

players/offsite/index.html?videoId=100000009874263","contentUrl":"https://vp.nyt.com/

video/2024/12/12/130938_1_00vid-rv-bl-
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investigation_wg_480p.mp4","uploadDate":"2024-12-

21T18:26:09.603Z","duration":"PT4M29S"}

 
 

January 27, 2025: The Wayfarer Parties found 41 instances of a October 31, 2024 timestamp 

related to text message storage and styling into Birdkit, which are believed to be the content 

management system (CMS) for the Times. 

• <link rel="modulepreload" 

href="https://static01.nytimes.com/newsgraphics/2024-10-31-message-embed-
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generator/9bb06232-7897-46f7-8a79-

9f19037ab08a/_assets/_app/immutable/chunks/scheduler.CPBLf4dL.js"> 

On information and belief, the 2024-10-31 does not correspond to the message embed 

generator versioning itself, but rather when they may have been embedded into the CMS 

for future use in an article. Previous articles show a similar pattern: 

• https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/10/17/opinion/dobbs-roe-abortion-

stories.html  was published on October 17, 2024 with Birdkit timestamp for the 

text messages of August 9, 2024.  

• https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/03/books-review/tucker-carlson-text-message-

whiteness.html was published on May 3, 2023 with Birdkit timestamp for the text 

messages of April 14, 2023. 

 
 

January 28, 2024: It is confirmed that the PDF version of the CRD filed by Lively was indexed 

on New York Times’ domain on December 10, 2024. This does not necessarily represent the 

first time that the file was indexed by Google, just that it was indexed on this date. In order to 

accurately determine the first indexation, data would be required from the New York Times 

Google search console account. 

• “Site:*.nyt.com Baldoni” is the query performed to find the PDF in Google, which shows 

all subdomain and main website results that reference ‘Baldoni; 

• https://www.google.com/search?q=site%3A*.nyt.com+baldoni 
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"All of this will be most importantly untraceable," she wrote. 
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Within days, the group was working with Mr. Wallace, whose company, 
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January 29, 2025: After performing a deeper analysis, the following was found: 

• The JSON schema exposes the smear promo imagery was set for consumption at the end 

webpage level on December 18, 2024. In the highlighted images there is a reference to 

smear-promo-Google which means that object’s imagery was intended to be consumed 

most likely as either Google News direct feed OR as a Google Adwords ad unit. There 

are also multiple versions of these images. The v2 and v3 suggests they went through 

multiple iterations before arriving at what could be used on December 18th.  

o {"@context":"https://schema.org","@type":"NewsArticle","@id":"https://www.n

ytimes.com/2024/12/21/business/media/blake-lively-justin-baldoni-it-ends-with-
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us.html","description":"Private messages detail an alleged campaign to tarnish 

Blake Lively after she accused Justin Baldoni of misconduct on the set of “It Ends 

With Us.” 

","image":[{"@context":"https://schema.org","@type":"ImageObject","url":"https

://static01.nyt.com/images/2024/12/18/multimedia/00smear-promo/00smear-

promo-videoSixteenByNineJumbo1600-

v2.jpg","height":900,"width":1600,"contentUrl":"https://static01.nyt.com/images/

2024/12/18/multimedia/00smear-promo/00smear-promo-

videoSixteenByNineJumbo1600-v2.jpg","creditText":"IllustrationbyNajeebahAl-

Ghadban"},{"@context":"https://schema.org","@type":"ImageObject","url":"http

s://static01.nyt.com/images/2024/12/18/multimedia/00smear-promo/00smear-

promo-googleFourByThree-

v2.jpg","height":600,"width":800,"contentUrl":"https://static01.nyt.com/images/2

024/12/18/multimedia/00smear-promo/00smear-promo-googleFourByThree-

v2.jpg","creditText":"Illustration by NajeebahAl-

Ghadban"},{"@context":"https://schema.org","@type":"ImageObject","url":"http

s://static01.nyt.com/images/2024/12/18/multimedia/00smear-promo/00smear-

promo-mediumSquareAt3X-

v3.jpg","height":1802,"width":1800,"contentUrl":"https://static01.nyt.com/images

/2024/12/18/multimedia/00smear-promo/00smear-promo-mediumSquareAt3X-

v3.jpg"," 

o Preloaded JavaScript for the Lively header image <link rel="modulepreload" 

as="script"crossorigin=""href="https://static01.nytimes.com/newsgraphics/2024-

12-16-lively-topper/addc97ba-86a6-42a5-b1ea-

31572ce283f7/_assets/_app/immutable/nodes/1.DYJTqov0.js"> 

• The interactive topper for the appears to have been finalized on December 16, 2024  

o <link rel="modulepreload" 

href="https://static01.nytimes.com/newsgraphics/2024-12-16-lively-

topper/addc97ba-86a6-42a5-b1ea-

31572ce283f7/_assets/_app/immutable/entry/start.D5WakA7s.js"><link 

rel="modulepreload"href="https://static01.nytimes.com/newsgraphics/2024-12-

16-lively-topper/addc97ba-86a6-42a5-b1ea-

31572ce283f7/_assets/_app/immutable/chunks/entry.Dl6yHT4n.js"> 

o <linkrel="modulepreload"href="https://static01.nytimes.com/newsgraphics/2024-

12-16-lively-topper/addc97ba-86a6-42a5-b1ea-

31572ce283f7/ assets/ app/immutable/chunks/scheduler.DbTKtulb.js"><divid="

g-2024-12-16-lively-topper"class="birdkit-bodyg-2024-12-16-lively-topperg-

dark-mode-compatible"data-preview-slug="2024-12-16-lively-topper"data-

birdkit-hydrate="fd78541ba0cd3a2a"> 

• Multimedia sources timestamped December 18, 2024 

o <source media="(max-width: 599px) and (min-device-pixel-ratio: 3),(max-width: 

599px) and (min-resolution: 3dppx),(max-width: 599px) and (min-resolution: 

288dpi)" 

srcset="https://static01.nyt.com/images/2024/12/18/multimedia/00smear-baldoni-

tqmz/00smear-baldoni-tqmz-
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mobileMasterAt3x.jpg?quality=75&amp;auto=webp&amp;disable=upscale&amp

;width=1800"> 

o <source media="(max-width: 599px) and (min-device-pixel-ratio: 2),(max-width: 

599px) and (min-resolution: 2dppx),(max-width: 599px) and (min-resolution: 

192dpi)" 

srcset="https://static01.nyt.com/images/2024/12/18/multimedia/00smear-baldoni-

tqmz/00smear-baldoni-tqmz-

mobileMasterAt3x.jpg?quality=75&amp;auto=webp&amp;disable=upscale&amp

;width=1200"> 

o <source media="(max-width: 599px) and (min-device-pixel-ratio: 1),(max-width: 

599px) and (min-resolution: 1dppx),(max-width: 599px) and (min-resolution: 

96dpi)" srcset="https://static01.nyt.com/images/2024/12/18/multimedia/00smear-

baldoni-tqmz/00smear-baldoni-tqmz-

mobileMasterAt3x.jpg?quality=75&amp;auto=webp&amp;disable=upscale&amp

;width=600"> 
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